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Here recently it seems like when 
I sit down to write this there is 

ice falling outside. Today is not an 
exception as several inches of ice 
and snow are falling here in Tulsa. 
The boat is still tucked under the 
tarp but before too long it will be time 
to get her ready for cruising in 2014. I 
spent the first several weeks of 2014 getting 
a classic Gator trailer ready to pull a boat to the workshop. This 
task involved removing the axel, springs, spring mount and old 
roller bunks. I then had to weld on the new spring mounts and 
install new springs. The axel had to be modified to work with 
today’s hardware and then reinstalled followed by new wheels. 
Finally new wiring and lights were added along with two new 
carpeted bunks for the boat to sit on. All of this work was done 
with the trailer sitting on jack stands and the boat blocked up 
above the trailer. After all of this work the rig successfully towed 
to and from the workshop with no issues. 

The point of this is don’t ignore your trailer. Your trailer needs 
as much attention as de-winterizing the boat. Check the tires for 
dry rot and cracking in the side walls. Make sure the air pressure 
is right. These new tires I just installed take 80 psi of pressure. 
The lady behind the counter insisted that keeping the pressure 
up would prevent dry rot and early tire deterioration. Check 
wiring and lights and inspect the bunks. If the carpet is getting 
warn plan a maintenance trip to the lake where the boat goes in 
the water and then you work on the trailer. Finally, make sure 
the bearings are lubricated and ready for the road. Add some 
grease to the bearing buddies, or pull and your wheels and re-
pack them. Time spent on the trailer now will give you an enjoy-
able trouble free season of boating.

The 2014 classic boating season is off to a great start. Turn out 
for the work shop was very good with about 50 attendees. Read 
complete coverage in this issue. Our next 
event is the Hot Springs Classic in April. 
Mike Langhorne and crew have planned 
a full 3 days of activities. Registration form 
is inserted in this issue. It’s time to start 
planning your trip to Arkansas.

See you at the dock, George

Darren Arnold • 2014
Tulsa, OK
darren.arnold@cox.net

Angela Beachner • 2015
St. Paul, KS
mision@ckt.net

Forrest Bryant • 2015
Kansas City, MO
forrestdbryant@gmail.com

William Buchanan • 2016
Conway, AR
ebuchanan@alliancecable.net

Dan Diehl • 2014 
Jenks, OK 
dan@diehlaero.com 

Chuck Gibbs • 2016
Tulsa, OK
law4hire@morelaw.com

Eric Grimshaw • 2016
Tulsa, OK
egrimshaw@oneok.com

Kevin Hogan • 2016
Olathe, KS
corvettehogan@comcast.net

Susan Miller • 2015
Arlington, VA
skmiller@mac.com

Dick Moist • 2014
Springfield, MO
rmoist@sbcglobal.net

George Reaves • 2014
Jenks, OK
reavesga@gmail.com

John Thompson • 2015
Marshfield, MO
thomp1@mchsi.com

Karon Wheat • 2015
Grove, OK
karonwheat@aol.com

Mike Yancey • 2014
Tulsa, OK
mya47652@aol.com

Chapter Board of Directors

President & Webmaster:
George Reaves
(918) 296-9359

Vice President
Mike Langhorne
(501) 318-7666

Secretary:
Darren Arnold
(918) 639-8279

Treasurer:
Karon Wheat
(918) 787-5434

Past President & Membership
Kathy Parker
(402) 202-3433

Newsletter:
Forrest Bryant: Editor
forrestdbryant@gmail.com
(816) 896-1818

Kelli Guetterman:
Art Director
kellig02@yahoo.com
(913) 244-2981

Ship’s Store:
Becky Caddell
(417) 858-3260

Media Contact:
John Thompson
(417) 839-9075

Workshop Event:
Dan Diehl
(918) 230-4508

Hot Springs Event:
Mike Langhorne
(501) 318-7666

Grand Lake Event:
Susan Miller
(703) 609-9812

Outboards/Nominating:
Mike Langhorne
(501) 318-7666

Safety/Education:
Bruce Turpin
(417) 337-0621

Youth Director:
Chick Wheat
(918) 787-5434

From the Helm
 by George Reaves

Heartland Classics Chapter Officers

Bob Blonstein, President
603 E. 4th Street, Stover, MO 65078
www.paintsplus.com

PAINTS PLUS
1-800-472-4551

Autobody Shop Supplies
Boat Building & Refinishing Supplies

Industrial Abrasives, Paints & Equipment
The Reliable Single Source for All Your Finishing Needs

 N



3

Hot Springs Classic
Little Rock & Hot Springs, AR on Lake Hamilton

April 24-26, 2014

19th Annual Keels & Wheels 
Lakewood Yacht Club | Seabrook, TX | May 3-4 , 2014

Mahogany & Chrome Boat Show
Grand Lake, OK | June 5-8 2014

ACBS International Meeting & Boat Show
Finger Lakes, Skaneateles, NY | 

September 17-23, 2014

Classics Cruisin’ Table Rock Lake
Branson, MO | October 2-5 , 2014

Details and registration forms will be  
kept up to date at www.heartland-classics.org 

Ports of Call 2014

Kathy Parker, Forrest Bryant, Chick and Karon Wheat, 
George Reaves, John Thompson, Dan Diehl, Susan Miller 

and Evan Peterson

Cover Photo By: Forrest Bryant 
1959 Correct Craft Atom Skier 16’ The Deacon, 

owned by Bobby & Dayna Gibson

Issue 1, 2014 Articles & Photos

New Chapter Members
Kelli Guetterman Bucyrus, KS
& Mike Dorrell 

Mark Elliott Shirley, AR
1964 Chris Craft 27’ Constellation

John & Mary Schurman Wichita, KS
2007 Grand Craft 24’

The 58th Annual Tulsa Boat Sport & Travel Show is 
the 5th largest show in the country according to the 

Consumer Travel Agency. Over 250 exhibitors filled the Tulsa 
Expo Center showing boats, RV’s, motor homes, camping, 
fishing, resorts and lodging, about anything that has to do 
with the great outdoors. The show draws thousands of at-
tendees from multi-states. 

Dan Diehl re-
cently received a 
phone call from 
Bayer Marine in 
Tulsa that they 
were celebrating 
the 60th anni-
versary of the 
founding of their business. Kenny Bayer asked if Dan knew 
anyone who had a 60 year old boat to exhibit in their booth 
with 22 new boats at the Tulsa Boat, Sport and Travel Show, 

January 27 thru February 2, 2014. Dan told him about his 
Cobra, built in 1955 making it 59 years old and he said close 
enough. He said it would be great if some Heartland Clas-
sics members would be on hand to answer questions about 
the boat and the club. The volunteers that manned the booth 
were Steve Spinharney, Chuck Gibbs, Phil Hennage, Darren 
Arnold, Chick Wheat, Bob Kanak and Dan Diehl. The boat 
show promoters were fascinated by the attention the boat re-
ceived. It was a lot of fun and maybe Heartland members can 
show other boats at a future show. 

The Cobra was a great draw for the Bayer Marine booth and 
an excellent opportunity to showcase Heartland Classics to 
people interested in boats and outdoor activities. Member-
ship brochures were 
available for anyone 
interested in the 
club plus there were 
roller screen dis-
plays and a banner. 
We appreciate the 
opportunity to be  
in the show with 
Bayer Marine. 

February 2-8th By: Dan Diehl
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Workshop (wûrk-shop) 
–n An educational 

seminar emphasizing 
interaction and exchange 
of information among a 
usually small number of 
participants.

The first part of that defini-
tion is right, but the second 
part is not necessarily true. Actually, 
a third of the Heartland member-
ship came to exchange information 
and learn about new products and 
techniques at this year’s Restoration 
Workshop.

Brent Howard has built a new spacious workshop which even 
has a heated floor. So good travel weather and a comfortable 
venue helped everyone enjoy the day. Thanks to Brent and his 
crew for this great place to meet.

George Reaves, Jenks, 
OK, started off the 
day with the pros and 
cons of using vintage 
outboard motors. He 
demonstrated some 
of the things to look 
for when choosing an 
outboard pointing out 
the differences be-
tween manufacturers 
and periods of time in 
which they were built. 
John Graf, Houston, 
TX, and Mike Lang-
horne, Hot Springs, 
AR, contributed even 
more information to 
this discussion.

Bill Buchanan gave 
a presentation on 
Martin Outboard Mo-
tors. George Martin, 
an engineer and race 
boat guy developed 
the Martin in 1933. He 
signed an agreement 
with The National 

Pressure Cooker Co. of O’Claire, 
Wisconsin and manufacturing 
began in 1946. 150,000 units each 
of two versions, a 40 (4.5hp) and 
60 (7.2hp) were built. In 1948, 
the 2.0 (2.3hp) was introduced at 
the New York Boat Show. It was 
named the Fisherman’s Fishing 
Boat Model. At the time it sold for $115.00. The Martins were 
quality motors with a lot of innovative features and were sold 
in gas stations and hardware stores. In 1953, Martins were 
discontinued since marine dealers were already carrying the 
main outboard lines (Johnson, Mercury and Evinrude).

Ervin Capps, Eureka Springs, AR, is a master craftsman at 
patching fiberglass. The early fiberglass boats are now recog-
nized as classics and preserving them in their original unique 
styles takes special methods of restoration. Ervin demon-
strated how to prepare various 
types of damage for the fiberglass 
repair. He created a mold from 
epoxy over a film which can be 
just washed off when the mold is 
removed from the new fiberglass 
patch or formed replacement part. 
Ervin taught us how to make a 
backing surface for those repairs 
where it is impossible to work from the back side and how to 
fill various shaped holes. And finally he exposed the under-
side of fiberglass which had hardware screwed on without 
first drilling the lead hole. The evidence in favor or the pre-
drilling was convincing.

Richard Carrigan, owner of Pensacola Pizza and Pasta, pre-
pared a great lunch of pizza and salad and again treated us to 
an Italian serenade.

Interspersed throughout the day 
were drawings for door prizes 
donated from Jones Hardware, 
Paints Plus and various members.

4

14th Annual Restoration Workshop Draws Large Crowd to the New Howard Classics Boat Shop
By: Kathy ParkerFebruary 22, 2014  
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14th Annual Restoration Workshop Draws Large Crowd to the New Howard Classics Boat Shop

Paul Hastings presented 
Anchors 101. Paul 
brought in many differ-
ent styles and sizes of 
anchors and helped us 
understand the advan-
tages of each kind. Now, 
we have no excuse not 
to know which kind of 

anchor is best for any particular boat in various situations. 
Don’t forget to fasten the rope to the boat before throwing 
in the anchor!

Terry Monkres, Tulsa, 
OK, reviewed with 
us various kinds of 
screws and the metals 
from which they are 
made. He emphasized 
learning why certain 
screws are used in 
various circumstances.

Bob Blonstein, Stover, 
MO, owner of Paints 
Plus, brought along 
new products which 
are being used for 
auto and boat restora-
tion. For brightwork 
he is recommending 
a new product by 

AWLGRIP included a primer which can be used on fresh 
wood as well as over previously varnished wood, then the 
gloss finish. Both stages contain UV protection and the fin-
ish after eight coats is more durable than any other existing 
similar product. He showed other products as well. His 
favorite cool tool is his 3M caulking gun which is in the 
$50.00 range, but is totally durable.

Clay Thompson was unable to attend to give a presentation 
about bung removal and replacement so Dave Lundy who is 
on Brent Howard’s staff gave the final demonstration. This 
was supplemented by 
a video from the ACBS 
members’ only library 
of “How To” videos. 
Members were given di-
rections on how to access 
the whole library so that 
Restoration Workshop 
learning could continue 
in their own homes.

Dan Diehl served as chairman for this event as he has for 
the past 14 years. Each winter new topics are introduced as 
well as a review of the basics for restoration and mainte-
nance. Thanks, Dan. Now we’re all a little more ready for the 
boating season to begin.

Each year participants bring along “Cool Tools” 
to share with other members.

 
Leonard Hankins, Pine Bluff, AR, brought along a 1920’s 
wooden tool box filled with original Stanley Tools secured in 
place. Workmen in the 1920’s and early 1930’s would carry 
their own tools with them in such a way. The set is complete 
and many of the tools appeared to be unused. Leonard had 
also devised a small tool to 
clean out the hole of a removed 
bung in order to easily remove 
the old screw. Also suggested 
for this job is a dentist’s pick.

John Graf brought along a com-
mercial set of sanding disks that 
included a layer which kept the 
sawdust from flying into the air. 
He also showed how he made 
a hand sanding block which 
utilized the standardized belts 
from power sanders.

Ervin Capps showed a “catch 
can” made from a wooden 
handle secured on the top edge 
of a large (commercial size) 
vegetable can. The wooden 
handle was cut in the shape of 
a boomerang with a narrow slit 
in one end which slid tightly 
over the top edge of the can.

Kevin Hogan showed us his 
way of keeping track of paint 
and varnish coatings used in a 
restoration project. But he also 
pointed out the “windshake” 
on the back side of the board. 
This was caused by severe 
wind twisting the tree as it 
grew. It not thoroughly treated with 2 
coats of CPES and 2 coats of Interlux 
2000e primer, the weakened wind shake 
would mean a leaky boat

 N
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Thursday, April 24th

• Arrive 10am @ the Little Rock Yacht Club 
for a 2 hour ride down the Arkansas River 
on “The Chief” a 74 ft. Chris Craft Roamer

• Lunch in Little Rock
• Tour an amazing private historical collection 

(from cars to outboard motors, typewrit-
ers to kitchen appliances – nicknamed the 
Smithsonian of Arkansas)

Travel to Hot Springs for the weekend - 62 miles
• 6:30pm Early Birds Dinner at Rolando’s  

in Hot Springs

Friday, April 25th

• 9am cruise Lake Hamilton 
• Lunch by boat at Sam’s Pizza
• Optional afternoon cruising 
• 6pm Dinner at Fisherman’s Wharf

Saturday, April 26th

• 9-4 Boat Show at Power Boats
• 6:30 Dinner at the Smokin In Style
• Hot Springs area excursions will be available 

throughout the weekend.

Contact Event Chairman: Mike Langhorne 
cell: 501-318-7666 

email: mikelanghorne@yahoo.com

April 24-26th

 2014 
Hot Springs Classic
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Holiday Inn Express

Looking for the best deal for your Wednesday night hotel stay: 
Call the Holiday Inn Express | 4900 Tally Road | (501) 224-2600 
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S ometimes it can be hard to remember just how an 
interest in something got started. For me it might 

have been when my folks took my sister and me, at about 
three years of age, for a ride in a Chris Craft triple cockpit. 
Maybe you have heard of the old “thrill-rides” of the 20‘s 
– 40’s, I was sure impressed with that big mahogany boat 
as we roared about White Rock Lake in Dallas. The quick 
turns kicking up all kinds of spray leaving foamy wakes 
behind us as the driver accelerated across the water was 
the most exciting experience ever.

As for Karon, her first “boat” ride (okay, cruise aboard 
ship) gloriously topped my early aluminum fishing boats 
when in 1956, she and her family boarded the SS United 
States in Southampton for the five day voyage to New 
York City. Her next boating experience was on another 
ship from Aden to Hong Kong. That was the sum total 
of her boating experience until we met in college. That 
was when she began to experience the difference between 
“ships” and “boats.” 

My parents started early with a Lyman and a 4-cylinder 
opposed Johnson outboard. When the family grew, my 
dad, with a background in cabinet making, decided a 
Chris-Craft kit 
might be fun. At 
13, I am not sure 
how much help 
I was, but I did 
learn how to as-
semble a boat. By 
15, my sister and 
I would load up 
the little 14’ and 
head off for an afternoon of skiing. As a senior in high 
school, a friend offered to sell his old family Chris-Craft, 
an 18’ Riviera hanging off of davits in an old boathouse. I 
had an after-school and summer job in 1962, with a Chris-
Craft and Century dealer in Wichita Falls, TX, and was 

able to order a new exhaust elbow from Algonac (C-C). 
In addition to working on my hotrod, I now had another 
engine to challenge my mechanical skills. 

During thirty years of me teaching air craft maintenance 
at a community college, Karon teaching high school home 
economics and two boys, we went through three airplanes 
and a couple of plastic boats. As the old Chris-Craft 
started to give out, we bought a used Turbo-Craft for a 
family boat. This would be the first, but a 1978 Cobalt 
open bow became the family workhorse during the boys’ 
growing-up years. We also had the opportunity to buy 
three old Century boats which were basically parts. We 
didn’t touch them other than to park them in the shed. 

As retirement neared, we made the decision to move to 
Grand Lake where we had kept our Riviera when I was 
working on my master’s degree in 1969, at Pittsburg State. 
We decided that a larger boat would be fun, so in 2000, we 
purchased 
a 1949 33’ 
Chris-Craft 
Sedan cruis-
er. (The boat 
was exactly 
what we 
hoped for; 
however, as wood boats 
will do, it is now time 
for a major make-over. 
It currently is sitting on 
a trailer next to the shop 
waiting on inspiration 
and warmer weather.) 
Prior to that, in 1998, as the idea of moving started be-
coming a reality, it was time to look at the Century boats 
again. One of the three was a 1962 Sabre that caught our 
eye as one that could possibly be rebuilt. I found about 
15 pieces of usable wood under the fiberglass decks, but 
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It all Started with a “Thrill-Ride” in a  
Chris Craft Triple on White Rock Lake in Dallas

 The roar of the accelerated engine, the quick turns and the foaming wake 
and spray was the most exciting... 
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other than that, it came out as a new boat finished in 2007. 
(That is another story for another day.) Two years ago when 
our old Cobalt gave up, and still enjoying old boats, I found 
a 1968 Uniflite 27’ Hardtop. The boat needs a little TLC, but 
has been fun. Lots of room for the kids and grandkids, a 
place to get out of the sun/rain and it handles bigger wind/
wave action making for a smoother enjoyable ride.

To house all these 
toys (another rea-
son for moving to 
Grand Lake where 
private ownership 
of boathouses is al-
lowed) we started 
building a boat-
house in 2003, the 
same year we started 
construction on our 
house. The steel frame 
and encapsulated floats 
were purchased from 
a dealer on Lake of the 
Ozarks. I have spent 
the last 10 years build-
ing the framework, 
roof and sides, installing doors and windows and applying 
paint. We are about finished, but like any project, there is 
always more that can be done. (Remember the wood cruiser 
– it’s calling out for attention.)

It was several years ago that we wandered into a boat show 
at Tan-Tar-A on Lake of the Ozarks which turned out to be a 
boat club show put on by what today is Heartland Classics. 

What a door that opened! Karon and I have now been in 
the club about 14 years. We have spent several of our an-
niversaries, June 7th, at club events. The club activities have 
taken us to different lakes, different states and brought us 
many new friends who share our love of wood and classic 
boats. We have hosted as well as helped with pre-show club 
dinners several times, and really enjoy visiting with every-
one who can come. Sharing information and experiences 
is so enjoyable. Our support of the club has included time 
spent on the board, I served as treasurer for a time and now 
Karon, who is currently on the board, is starting that same 
position. Probably my 
favorite job has been 
working with youth 
judging at our Grand 
Lake show. We have 
even had kids’ pets 
join in the judging. 
(In reality, I think I 
got as much critical 
analysis from Haley 
Jo’s dog as anybody) 
– what fun! That 
actually pretty much 
summarizes our long 
journey with woodies 
and boating – WHAT FUN!

Pictured: Haley Jo (daughter of Joe Harwood 
of Arrowhead Marina and her yellow lab. 
Chick giving directions to the Youth Judges at 
Grand Lake.

 N
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    Concours d’ Elegance 2013   |  31

Mac McDerby worked 
for Andrew Jackson Higgins 
in New Orleans before and 
during World War II. Not only 
was he Higgins’ personal yacht 
captain, he was a seasoned 
river man who knew the 
landing craft that Higgins built 
inside out.  McDerby designed 
and delivered the training 
programs for the operation 
of the vessels; by war’s end, 
more than 30,000 servicemen 
had completed the rigorous 
programs that McDerby 
designed and oversaw. 

Following Victory in Europe 
in 1944, attention turned to the 
Pacific Theater, and the nation 
was asked to see the effort 
through by buying War Bonds. 
Higgins, with Mac leading the 
charge, staged a series of mock 
invasion demonstrations in 
June of 1945, beginning in 
Denison, TX on the shores of 
Lake Texoma. Landing craft, 
speed boats, aircraft and even 
a lifeboat dropped from a B-17 
would participate in the the 
large-scale demonstration, 
with 35,000 Denison area 
residents cheering from shore. 
The event would be repeated 
at several venues along the 
Red River and the Mississippi, 
concluding in New Orleans, 
where more than $300,000 in 
War Bonds were sold. 

During his time in Denison 
planning the “Mighty Seventh” 
mock invasion in April,  1945, 
Mac had the very good fortune 
of meeting Catherine Conatser. 
The blind date was arranged by 
Denison’s mayor at that time, 
Bill Marisco. Things apparently 
went very well, because 
shortly after the War, Mac and 
Catherine were married. Mac 
moved to Denison and opened 
a marine supply business. 

It was from that business 
that the idea to build boats grew. 
By 1949, Mac and Catherine’s 
brother Bill Conatser had 
formed the McDerby-Conatser 
Boat Company and built the 
first Yellow Jacket Boats, using 
innovative molded plywood 
hulls purchased from Industrial 
Shipping in Mahone Bay, 
Nova Scotia. Deck designs, 
seating configurations, and 
hardware were of their own 
choosing. Almost immediately, 
they outgrew their downtown 
location and acquired a site just 
downstream from the Denison 
Dam that would become the 
permanent home of Yellow 
Jacket Boats. 

As noted in Yellow Jacket’s 
first brochure in 1950, the 
innovative molded hull design 
was the work of one Richard 
Cole of Miami. Cole, a Briton, 
had moved to Miami after a few 
years in Halifax, Nova Scotia, 
where his hull design work was 
done for the Industrial Shipping 
Company. Industrial Shipping 
provided molded hulls not only 
to Yellow Jacket, but also to 
Watson, Dunphy and others 
during the post-war boom 
years through the 1950s. 

By 1955, Wesley Theakston, 

an executive at Industrial 
Shipping in Halifax, saw the 
opportunity to spin off his own 
hull manufacturing operation 
in Denison, supplying the 
fast-growing Yellow Jacket 
Boat Company. Theakston co-
located his facility with Yellow 
Jacket along the Red River just 
downstream from the Denison 
Dam and Lake Texoma. Their 
common business continued 
to grow. In 1957 alone, Yellow 
Jacket turned out more 
than 7000 boats. At its peak, 
Yellow Jacket Boat  Company 
employed 400 people. 

From a few runabout and 
utility models in the early years, 
the Yellow Jacket offering grew 
to encompass a wide variety of 
cockpit and deck configurations 
in 12, 14 and 16-foot models. 
Occasionally, an inboard model 
was produced, using the famous 
Fageol 4-cylinder engine. 
But the Yellow Jacket hull, 
designed for the 1950 model 
year by Richard Cole, remained 
largely unchanged during the 
company’s ten-year run. Only 
the choice of veneers changed, 
from birch to mahogany in 1957, 
once dry-rot problems arose in 
the early boats. 

The design and speed of 

Yellow Jackets were surely 
strong points, but the publicity 
and sales of the marque were 
nothing short of genius. Mac 
McDerby was a consummate 
promoter. When Steve Allen 
was given an Evinrude outboard 
motor on the Tonight Show, 
Mac was quick to give him a 
Yellow Jacket to put it on. When 
Denison’s native son Dwight 
Eisenhower became President, 
Mac made sure that Ike had a 
souvenir of his birthplace—a 
Yellow Jacket Boat. And when 
Mac learned of TV and movie 
star Roy Rogers’ love of boat 
racing, Mac provided him 
with the fastest boats on the 
water, and enlisted him as 
Yellow Jacket spokesman and 
eventually Vice-President. 

Yellow Jacket Boat Company 
produced fast, popular and 
affordable boats for ten years 
before being overtaken by the 
advent of fiberglass. Unable 
to successfully adopt the new 
technology, the company folded 
in 1959. But for Yellow Jacket 
enthusiasts, the excitement 
of a full-throttle run in a light 
and stylish molded hull boat 
remains an attainable dream.

thE yEllow jaCkEt boat story

Mac McDerby at the helm of a Yellow 
Jacket Cruisette with Roy Rogers on a 
1956 publicity trip from Denison, TX 
to New Orleans

Condensed article reprinted with permission from Keels & Wheels 2013. Complete article ran in the Summer 2012 Issue of The Rudder.



1 1

Whether you come to be part of the action or just need to get away from it all, Bass Pro Shops’  
Big Cedar Lodge is perfect for your next family vacation or romantic getaway. Explore the beautiful 

Ozarks by renting a boat from our Marina, treating yourself to a carriage ride at Cedar Mountain Stables, 
or enjoying a refreshing walk on our paved Hiking Path. Then indulge yourself at the spa or one of our 

outstanding restaurants before you unwind in your own luxurious, private log cabin or lodge room.

Nine miles south of Branson
1-800-BCLODGE (1-800-225-6343)

www.bigcedar.com

Nine miles south of Branson
1-800-BCLODGE (1-800-225-6343)

www.bigcedar.com

Whether you come to be part of the action or just need to get away from it all, Bass Pro Shops’  
Big Cedar Lodge is perfect for your next family vacation or romantic getaway. Explore the beautiful 

Ozarks by renting a boat from our Marina, treating yourself to a carriage ride at Cedar Mountain Stables, 
or enjoying a refreshing walk on our paved Hiking Path. Then indulge yourself at the spa or one of our 

outstanding restaurants before you unwind in your own luxurious, private log cabin or lodge room.
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W ho comes to get you when the trailer tire blows and the 
spare goes flat? Who is there when the bearings burn 

out and you are stuck on the side of the road?

Experience tells me not to leave home without that number.
When I first started driving it seemed like changing flat tires 
was just part of driving a car. As radials replaced bias-ply 
tires, modern tires are clearly more dependable. The last time 
I changed a tire on one of our vehicles must be over twenty 
years ago. Boat trailer tires: that is a different story. I love old 
boats. Heck, I love new boats too, but I hate boat trailers---
new or old. The part of boating that has to do with trailers is 
by far my least favorite. This is not another story on what we 
should do to keep our trailers ready to go, it is about being 
prepared for when they fail.

We were about 35-hundred miles into a trip to Priest Lake and 
Lake Coeur d’Alene in Idaho for the 2013 ACBS pre-events 
and annual show with stops at Yellowstone, Grand Teton and 
Glacier National Parks along the way, when I heard a loud 
pop sound. I checked my outside mirror and could not see a 
problem on the port side. First Mate Carolynn checked on her 
side and said we had a problem. I pulled over on the side of 
Interstate 29 just south of Sioux Falls, South Dakota. The front 
starboard trailer tire blew on the tandem axle trailer.

Before we left for the trip we purchased four brand new (ST 
designation visible on the tire) trailer tires and had the bear-
ings repacked all around on what we believe is the original 
trailer for our 18’ 1961 Higgins Mandalay. Still, I had felt the 
hubs at each stop on the trip and kept our speed to 65 mph or 

below to not tax the little eight inch wheels. The tread on the 
blown tire was almost gone. I took the spare tire off the spare 
holder on the trailer. Using the truck jack, I raised the boat and 
trailer as trucks and cars zoomed by at nearly 80 mph. After 
removing the blown wheel, I put the spare on and lowered the 
trailer. The spare immediately went flat. Had I forgotten---and 
the auto shop forgotten--- to check the spare? Surely both us 
were not that dumb. Regardless, that spare was worthless. 
Now I was really stuck. I had noticed the other three “new” 
tires had varying degrees of severe tire wear. I had hoped to 
limp to the next town to get a new set. No limping now. 

We have boat and trailer towing insurance with Boat US-
-- AAA of sorts for trailer and on-the-water towing and 
assistance. I called their emergency number. They located a 
company 20 miles away that came out with new tires (fairly 
amazing given their unusual size) and changed them on the 
side of the interstate on a Saturday afternoon. We paid for the 
tires and mounting (and less per tire than I had paid for one 
letter grade lower quality tires in town before leaving), Boats 
US paid for the service call. By the way, in the five hundred 
or so miles home the new tires showed no signs of abnormal 
wear. My guess is I just got a bad set of tires before we left 
town for the trip.

On a return trip from a Dixieland ACBS Chapter Ohio River 
cruise we had the bearings on one wheel fail just outside of 
Rolla, Missouri. Boat US sent a truck to get us, and our trailer, 
back to their shop in Rolla to replace the bearings. By the way, 
the bearings that failed were also on an eight inch wheel on a 
1970’s vintage tandem axle trailer that carries our 18 foot 1963 
Thompson. We paid for the new bearings, Boat US paid for 
the service call. In both cases these trailers had been serviced 

Who do you call when the 
Trailer Gremlins Strike?

By: John Thompson
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before the trip. They had newly packed, or recently re-
packed bearings. 

Lest you think it is just vintage and small wheel trailers 
that have trouble just think of how many boats and trailers 
you have seen on the side of the road with bearings or tire 
trouble. Some boat insurance has towing and trailer assis-
tance built into their plan. I am not trying to sell Boats US 
boat towing and trailer assistance packages. In fact, I do not 
insure our boats with them, but I do insure our trips with 
them. My point is with trailers, like with car tires of old, ex-
perience tells us it is not if, but when we are going to need 
roadside or water tow assistance.

We have placed new radial trailer tires on the 1984 TeeNee 
trailer for our 24 foot Skiff Craft. So far we have over four 
thousand miles of problem- free trailering with those tires 
and wheels. However, another trailer problem hit on the 
last trip. The through bolt holding the winch strap and hub 
on that trailer failed at retrieval at the ramp just off Mobile 
Bay. Apparently the bolt had slipped out in travel. We im-
provised a solution until I could get to a nearby O’Reilly’s 
Automotive to get a replacement bolt. We have a safety 
chain deployed on the Skiff Craft when it is on the trailer. 
Additionally we use ties downs to anchor it at the stern. If 
we did not use a s safety chain at the bow and that bolt fell 
out in transit there would be nothing but gravity holding 
the front of the boat to the trailer. 

I would not go more than a few feet without a safety chain 
deployed. Experience learned the hard way after an inci-
dent in which the winch lock failed on a Craig Cat trailer 
of ours a few years back. We dropped that Craig Cat in the 
middle of the road coming up from the dock to our lake 
house. Fortunately, the motor was tilted up and only the 
plastic sponsons were scratched on the bottom side a bit. 
Lesson learned. Never trust a winch strap to hold anything 
on a trailer.

So, yes pack and repack bearings, check tires, wiring, lights, 
winches, brakes, etc. on your boat trailer, but have a plan 
when everything that could go wrong does---like needing 
four new hard to find tires when you are stuck on the side 
of I-29 in South Dakota on a weekend afternoon. At least 
the sun was shining that early fall day, and the “cavalry” 
was just a phone call away.

PROPS 

USCG Captain Terry Hart 
573-365-3382 | 573-216-1600 
Lake Ozark, Missouri 65049

Restoration & Repair of classic 
wooden boats.  

We also have a selection of wooden 
boat projects and parts.

Diving & Salvage, Inc.

A Division of

HART 

& RUDDERS

www.hartdivingandsalvage.com

 N



14

KEELS & WHEELS CONCOURS D’ ELEGANCE
MAY 3-4, 2014 

LAKEWOOD YACHT CLUB, SEABROOK, TX

Friday, May 2, 7:00am thru Saturday, May 3, 8:00am
Boat Launching (In Water) and Placement (On Trailer) - All 
boats must be in place by 8:00 am Saturday. Volunteers will 
be on hand to assist with launching and placements of boats. 
Secure parking for trailers and trucks is located off site adja-
cent to the club. Check in at Boat Gate for Registration info 
packet and name badges.

Social Events Options
3:00 - 6:00 “Boater Welcome” cocktail party – Springhill Suites 
Marriott – Hors d’oeuvres, cash bar
6:00 - 8:00 “Welcome Party” Seafood Buffet – Lakewood  
Ballroom - $45 each, cash bar

Saturday, May 3
8:00 Boats and cars must be in place.
9:00 Judging of boats and cars will begin. 
10:00 Concours opens to the public. People’s Choice Ballots 
given to spectators. 
3:30 Boater Award Ceremony – Poolside
5:00 Concours closes to the public.

Social Events Options
7:00 – 10:00 – Oldies but Goodies” 50’s Party - Lakewood  
Ballroom - $60 each, cash bar

Sunday, May 4 
9:00 Concours opens to public
1:00 Car Award Ceremony 
4:00 Concours closes to the public After Glow and exit begins

P lease join us for the 19th Annual Keels & Wheels Con-
cours D’Elegance at the beautiful Lakewood Yacht Club 

in Seabrook, TX . Located just 30 minutes south of Houston. 
Lakewood’s beautiful manicured grounds are covered with 100 
year old oak trees that provide the ideal setting for displaying 

around 200 classic and exotic automobiles. The 
large protected harbor is home to the 

top marina in Texas where you will 
be able to view approximately 100 

vintage wooden boats and clas-
sic fiberglass ranging from run-
abouts to large classic yachts. 
Keels & Wheels has become 
one of the premier Concours 
D’ Elegance events in the 
United States. We will once 

again benefit Boys & Girls 
Harbor, a home for abandoned 

and abused children. This year we 
will be honoring the classics of the 

40’s and 50’s. The boat show is spon-
sored by the Southwest Chapter of ACBS. 

The weekend starts on Friday with placement and regis-
tration. The Springhill Suites Marriott, Boating Head-
quarters, will host a Welcome Cocktail party Friday af-
ternoon. Back by popular demand on Friday night is 
our Welcome Party Seafood Buffet. Saturday night we 
will be hosting an “Oldies but Goodies 50’s” evening. 

You will enjoy a fun weekend celebrating the finest classic cars 
and boats and help to work on the 2nd Million dollars to charity.



15

MAY 3-4, 2014  -  ALWAYS THE FIRST WEEKEND IN MAY

19TH ANNUAL 
KEELS & WHEELS CONCOURS D’ ELEGANCE

PLEASE JOIN US!     FEATURING: CLASSICS OF THE 40’s AND 50’s

Seabrook, TX - Lakewood Yacht Club. 
Destination weekend event 30 minutes south of  Houston, TX. 

Near NASA Johnson Space Center and Kemah Boardwalk.

The Premier Classic Car and Vintage Boat Concours in the country.
 

The event benefits Boys & Girls Harbor with over $1 million donated to charity.

FOR ENTRY INFORMATION AND TICKETS PLEASE VISIT     WWW.KEELS-WHEELS.COM   |  713-521-0105

ALSO FEATURING AUTOMOBILE MARQUES: AUBURN, CORD, AND DUESENBERG
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Thursday night, June 6, early arriv-
als will gather for dinner at Pen-

sacola Pasta & Pizza in Langley Okla-
homa. Richard & Judy Carrigan serve 
great food and always treat us like fam-
ily and there is plenty of parking. There 
is dock space available west side of the 
damn near the GRDA building, then it’s a 
short walk up to the restaurant.

Friday’s cruise will take us up the lake to 
Monkey Island. Our lunch stop will be at 
The Aqua Bar located at The Landings 
Marina. After lunch you may return to 
Arrowhead Yacht Club or set your own 

course for an afternoon cruise. Plenty of 
dock space and covered outdoor dining.
Dinner Friday evening will be an all you 
can eat shrimp boil with sausage, pota-
toes and corn on the cob at the Waterway 
Cafe. Located at Harbors View Mari-
na, just a few minutes North of Arrow-
head Yacht Club. Saturday is show day!  
A breakfast buffet will be available at Ar-
rowhead Yacht Club.

Saturday evening we will enjoy a social 
hour followed by dinner and awards on 
the deck at Arrowhead Yacht Club, 
overlooking the show docks.

Sunday morning we will say our good-
byes and enjoy breakfast at Pensacola 
Pasta & Pizza. Breakfast is a totally dif-
ferent experience! 

Come by land, sea or fly in to Grand 
Lake Airport to enjoy the show. We 
hope to see you there!

For more details contact Show Chair 

Susan Miller
phone: (918) 787-5434

email: skmiller@mac.com

Boat Festival
Grand lake, oklahoma

June 5-8, 2014

 N
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411 W Ketchum Ave | Ketchum, OK 74349
Phone: 918-782-3251 | Fax: 918-782-3966

Email: info@JonesHardware.US 
Shop Online: www.joneshardware.us

THE #1 SOURCE ON GRAND LAKE  
for Winches, Steel Cables and Wire Rope.

All the materials you need for dock maintenance! 
Winches from 9,000 to 130,000lbs.

Wire Rope & Steel Cable from 9,000lbs. to 130,000lbs.  
Wire Rope & Steel Cable from 1/4" to 3/4".

Hand & Power Tools • Electrical • Plumbing • Hardware • Lawn & Garden
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then we need to talk.

IF YoU

LONG FOR OPEN WATER

LOVE THE FEEL OF A FRESHLY SANDED PLANK
DON’T LIKE STAYING BETWEEN TWO PAINTED LINES

LIVE LIFE ONE COAT OF VARNISH AT A TIME
GIVE ALL DIRECTIONS USING PORT AND STARBOARD

KNOW THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN ROPE AND LINE

SET YOUR DESTINATION AS THE HORIZON

SEARCH OLD BARNS FOR BOATS

We know your commitment because we live it every day. Our passion for 
classics drove us to develop the first Agreed Value coverage for vintage boats 
almost 30 years ago. Today we offer coverage tailored to your needs, extensive 
lifestyle resources, club discounts, initiatives that help get young people 
involved in the hobby, vintage boat expertise and best service available.  

So keep your eyes on the horizon and the wind in your hair. With Hagerty.877-922-3398  |  HAGERTYMARINE.COM

CLASSIC BOAT INSURANCE
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LOSSES & LESSONS: 
Underinsuring your boat can 
cause an unfortunate Ripple Effect

Story By: Evan Peterson

then we need to talk.

IF YoU

LONG FOR OPEN WATER

LOVE THE FEEL OF A FRESHLY SANDED PLANK
DON’T LIKE STAYING BETWEEN TWO PAINTED LINES

LIVE LIFE ONE COAT OF VARNISH AT A TIME
GIVE ALL DIRECTIONS USING PORT AND STARBOARD

KNOW THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN ROPE AND LINE

SET YOUR DESTINATION AS THE HORIZON

SEARCH OLD BARNS FOR BOATS

We know your commitment because we live it every day. Our passion for 
classics drove us to develop the first Agreed Value coverage for vintage boats 
almost 30 years ago. Today we offer coverage tailored to your needs, extensive 
lifestyle resources, club discounts, initiatives that help get young people 
involved in the hobby, vintage boat expertise and best service available.  

So keep your eyes on the horizon and the wind in your hair. With Hagerty.877-922-3398  |  HAGERTYMARINE.COM

CLASSIC BOAT INSURANCE

A ccidents happen. That’s why we work to ensure that our 
clients’ prized vessels are properly covered should disas-

ter strike.

Occasionally, one of our clients requests that we insure their 
boat for less than its market value. Beyond simply saving on 
premium, the reason some policyholders underinsure is based 
on their own calculation of what it would cost to address any 
major repairs in the event of an accident. As the following ex-
ample will demonstrate, the reason we strongly advise against 
underinsuring is not to collect more in premium but because 
there are several other factors that need to be considered when a 
boat is declared a total loss.

One of our new policyholders had recently purchased a beauti-
fully restored Boesch runabout for $50,000. Figuring that the 
odds of the boat being stolen or completely destroyed were 
low, our client decided, against our advice, to insure the boat 
for only $25,000. This was enough, he figured, to pay for any 
accidents that were likely to occur. After a enjoying the summer, 
the owner borrowed a friend’s truck to tow the boat from his 
summer residence to a storage facility near his home. Not being 
familiar with the truck, he caused an accident when he made 
contact with a car while entering the expressway. Although no 
one was injured, the boat slid off the trailer and suffered a very 
large gash down one side of the hull. Coincidentally, total dam-
ages came to approximately $25,000, the limit of his policy.

Had the boat been properly insured for $50,000, this loss 
wouldn’t have been a problem. Hagerty would have paid to 
repair the boat. However, because the boat was underinsured, it 
was deemed a total loss. This left the policyholder with two op-
tions. He could accept the total loss payment of $25,000, which 
would leave him far short of the $50,000 needed to purchase a 
replacement boat of similar kind and quality, or he could retain 
salvage on the boat and accept a reduced payment. While the 
salvage value of a boat will vary significantly based on the type 
of loss, in this instance the boat was still structurally sound, 
resulting in a salvage value of $10,000. That meant that if the cli-
ent opted to retain the boat, he would have only $15,000 to use 
towards repairs.

Unfortunate situations like this can be avoided by insuring your 
boat for its full market value. It’s important to remember that 
the more underinsured a boat is, the quicker a loss will reach 
the total loss threshold, at which point the insured will have to 
choose between taking a total loss payout for less than the actual 
value of the boat or paying to retain salvage and having even 
less to use for repairs.

Reprinted with permission from Hagerty Current

 N



1969 41’ Constellation 
Salon Motor Yacht
Nick Weinsaft owned this boat for 
the past 28 years and this classic is 
now being offered for sale. Always 
in freshwater, she has been lovingly 
used and maintained. 2011 survey 
is available. Liveaboard features 
include two staterooms, full kitchen, 
roomy salon and ample deck areas. 
Length - 41’ 0”, Beam - 13’ 0”
Draft - 2’ 11”, Height - 16’ 3”
Hull material - Mahogany
Power - Twin 427 cid, V8, 300hp 
Generator - Koehler with hush box
Boat is loaded with amenities

Asking $49,000
Located on Table Rock Lake  
since 1985
(417) 338-8566 | (417) 230-3006

1967 41’ Chris Craft Constellation “Roxie”
Original Ford 427’s that run great (approx. 430 hours on each)
Big newer Kohler 10kW generator
Full instrumentation, including new Lowrance HDS-10 depth finder
Three marine air conditioning 
units, two of which are newer 
Full galley, including stove/oven, 
sink, refrigerator and microwave
2011 healthy survey, valued at 
$41,000 (survey and many more 
pictures available upon request)

She has had extensive work done to 
her both inside and out, mechanically 
and cosmetically, with no expense 
spared. Roxie has all of her original 
amenities, fixtures, and features with 
updates to make her even more com-
fortable, yet keeping with the original 
theme of a classic Chris Craft yacht. 
She is a perfect lakehouse with excel-
lent views, and set up to be out on the 
water for days at a time!

$35,000 OBO
Call Ben Brown at 918 338-8566 
or email bebrown@cox.net to set up a viewing or cruise.
More details about this listing are available online. 

The TRADING DOCK

Find more deals online: 
www.heartland-classics.org/trading-dock/

Trading Dock Policy: Ads placed in the magazine and 
on-line will be billed at the rate of $15.00 for members and 
$30.00 for non-members. This is a per issue charge and ads 
will continue to run in the magazine and on-line until you 
cancel or of course you sell your boat or item. We kindly 
ask you to inform us once your boat or item has sold so we 
can keep The Trading Dock ads current. 

1952 23’ Hacker Overnighter
135 hp grey Marine, less than 10 hours.  
Complete bottom to top restoration. 5200 Bottom, all new 
Mahogany, 19 coats varnish, Sleeps 2, Fully Equipped
Best in Class, Keels and Wheels, Houston 2012
Best in Show, Grand Lake 2012
Custom dually trailer with electric brakes. 

Price Reduced to $44,500
Bill Tordoff | Frisco, CO
970.409.9224

20
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1954 20' Century Resorter
Recently refinished. The old varnish was stripped and the wood was all 
hand sanded. I applied new red mahogany stain and 10 coats of Spar 
Captain’s Varnish. Most hardware has been re-chromed, all new up-
holstery to match original, new flooring, fresh bottom paint, fresh bilge 
paint and caulk. I ran the boat all summer in 2011. The engine runs 
great but the boat has not been in the water for about a year due to 
the restoration. There are about 652 original engine hours. Engine is a 
Chrysler inline 6 Fireball engine with top speed close to 40mph. There 
were only 99 of these made in 1954. I believe the wood is mostly, if not, 
all original with no rot! This will certainly get attention. 
Serious inquires only please.

Boat Located in NE Missouri
Contact Josh, 314.707.9774 
 joshgierer@gmail.com

Asking Price $25,000
Negotiable

Located in southwest Missouri
Please call Gus with questions 
417.239.9012  

1955 Chris Craft 17’ Sportsman
Very original and in great shape
KBL Engine - rebuilt
Original “Flame Red” Upholstery
Shorelander trailer
Copy of hull card available

Asking Price 13,000

1955 Chris-Craft Commander 42’
2005 ACBS Best of Class Preserved Cruiser—Lake of the Ozarks
Original Chrysler Hemi motors
Recent “down to the wood” refresh sides and bottom
Sides look like fiberglass/Epoxy bottom
New Stainless shafts with dripless packing
Excellent Condition  

1947 Garwood Deluxe Runabout 19.5’
2012 ACBS Best of Class Preserved Runabout—Tablerock Lake
2005 ACBS Best of Class Preserved Runabout—Lake of the Ozarks
Chrysler Crown M7-- recent refresh
Pristine Condition

Asking 
$105,000

Asking 
$135,000

Contact Alan Downey
eaddae1@hotmail.com

573-434-4434 cell

Contact Alan Downey
eaddae1@hotmail.com

573-434-4434 cell



1996 26’ Hacker-Craft Double Runabout 
“Free Spirit”
New bottom just completed by Hacker factory featuring  
new mahogany frames, keels and chines. Triple plank  
west system. New varnish inside and out. New interior, 
banjo wheel, 2 covers, 2nd bilge pump, fume detector,  
Mercruiser 350, 260hp, 155 hrs. New 2012 Loadmaster  
all aluminum tandum trailer. Excellent New Condition!!

Priced at $99,900
Boat is located in Kansas City, MO
Call Forrest Bryant, 816.896.1818
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1954 16’ Century Resorter “Reminisce”
Features: Two bilge pumps: one automatic forward and one switch-
operated rear, AVALITE Spot light, all new flooring, 70 MPH toeing 
cover, 80-something trailer newly re-painted w/new tires and bear-
ings, about 80% all new wood, complete restoration took place in 
2008-09, all new materials bedded in 3M 5200, all materials have 2 
coats CPES, Silicon-bronze screws used throughout, 8 coats Epiph-
anes varnish sanded between each, 4 coats automotive clear-coat 
wetsanded between each, completely rebuilt Graymarine Phantom 
112, only 23 total hours since this major restoration, 250 photographs 
of restoration and a sun-setter 
retractable shade.

Contact Kevin, 913.707.6045 
or 913.782.2997 

corvettehogan@comcast.net

Asking $19,900

Caps
$2000

Each

Available in 7 colors! 
See all colors online.

Each
$3000

Burgees
HEARTLAND CLASSICS

T-Shirts
$2000

Each

The TRADING DOCK continued

To order online visit heartland-classics.org 
or contact Becky Caddell at becky133@centurytel.net
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Cedar Tree Inc. 

“The Right and Proper”  
Materials For Your Project 

Marine Plywood, Okoume and Meranti 
MAS Epoxies, Fillers, Supplies, & Adhesives  

Smith’s C.P.E.S. and Specialty Resins 
Fiberglass Cloths, Tapes and Supplies 

Epifanes Paints and Varnishes 

Paul and Marge Morris 
Des Moines, IA 
515-243-1845 

Cedartreeinc@mchsi.com 
www.cedartreeinc.com 

Chemicals: Chlorine & Baquacil, Natural Chemistry
Salt Systems
Automatic Cleaners for Above Ground or In Ground
Covers: Solar or Winter & Loop-Loc Safety Covers
Equipment: Sta-Rite Pumps, Filters, Heaters
Wind Garden Spinners, Flags & Wind Socks
Above Ground Pools, Accessories & Equipment
Parts for Many Brands of Equipment
Liners for Above Ground & In Ground Pools
Maintenance Equipment & Labor Saving Items
Spas & Accessories
Oakley Sunglasses (20% Heartland Member Discount)

To order online visit heartland-classics.org 
or contact Becky Caddell at becky133@centurytel.net



Heartland Classics Chapter
9029 NE Sam Ray Rd.
Kansas City, MO 64156
www.heartland-classics.org
heartland-classics@hotmail.com

Some think of restoring 
boats as restoring runabouts. 
At Howard Classic Boats we 
restore and work on cruis-
ers as well as runabouts and 
utilities. We also restore steel 
and aluminum Chris Craft 
Cruisers from 31' to 42'

Our number one commitment 
is to preserve and advance 
the enjoyment of Antique and 
Classic Boats. 

We are now in our new fa-
cility, with 6,000 square feet 
of space to better serve you. 
We invite you to come by for 
a tour.

Restoration 
• from the keel up including wood or steel replace-

ment, finish, engine, wiring and mechanical items. 
Single Item
• Refinish, 5200 Bottom job, hull paint or varnish, 

engine, electrical and mechanical

Minor to Major Repairs and General Services

250' of covered docks used for boats waiting to go 
to the shop, service that can be accomplished in 
the water and visitors to the shop.

Facility: 35602 S. 4467 Rd., Vinita, OK 74301
Telephone: 918-782-1855, 918-693-1855

Fax: 918-782-9026

Visit our new website: www.howardclassicboats.com
Email: bhoward918@allegiance.tv

Contact Howard Classic Boats


