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I am writing this on a few days 
prior to the 2014 Mahogany 

and Chrome Show. The show 
chair reports that we have 60 plus 
folks registered and 30 plus boats. 
The really exciting news is some of 
those are boats that have never come 
to M&C before. I hope to see everyone there 
and I know you will have had a great time. 

This past Sunday we had a great time on Lake Keystone 
tubing and swimming. Two things that made it great were the 
surprised comments folks made when they saw a 40 year-old-
boat tubing. My daughter’s friend who had never been on a 
boat now thinks a classic boat is the only way to go. Not sure 
her parents knew what to expect when we picked her up and 
it wasn’t a recent fiberglass product behind the truck. Every-
one had a good time and she is ready to go back to the lake. 
Next time maybe we can get her family to join us. 

Your staff at M&C has put together another great issue. You 
will find a profile of long time member Paul Hastings as well 
as a recap of the Hot Springs show which Paul helped put 
on this year along with Mike Langhorne. There are articles 
by Kathy Parker and John Thompson on shows and events 
they attended with other chapters. As well as articles on boat 
restoration and history. 

Happy boating!

George
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39th Annual Meeting &  
International Boat Show

Finger Lakes, Skaneateles, NY | September 14-21, 2014

Classics Cruisin’ Table Rock Lake
Branson, MO | October 2-5 , 2014

Details and registration forms will be  
kept up to date at www.heartland-classics.org 

Ports of Call 2014

New Chapter Members
Rodney Doorenbos Washburen, MO

Philip & Tracy Hensley Mena, AR
1965 Chris Craft 18’ Super Sport

Fredrick Moeckel Maryland Heights, MO 
1971 Century 21’ Coronado  
1975 Trojan 44’ MY

Terry & Myrna Monkres Tulsa, OK 
1960 Chris Craft 28’ Express Cruiser
1960 Chris Craft 21’ Continental

Scott Smith Little Rock, AR

Kent & Sylvia Williams Tulsa, OK 

Richard Zimmerman Osage Beach, MO

Cedar Tree Inc. 

“The Right and Proper”  
Materials For Your Project 

Marine Plywood, Okoume and Meranti 
MAS Epoxies, Fillers, Supplies, & Adhesives  

Smith’s C.P.E.S. and Specialty Resins 
Fiberglass Cloths, Tapes and Supplies 

Epifanes Paints and Varnishes 

Paul and Marge Morris 
Des Moines, IA 
515-243-1845 

Cedartreeinc@mchsi.com 
www.cedartreeinc.com 

Chemicals: Chlorine & Baquacil, Natural Chemistry
Salt Systems
Automatic Cleaners for Above Ground or In Ground
Covers: Solar or Winter & Loop-Loc Safety Covers
Equipment: Sta-Rite Pumps, Filters, Heaters
Wind Garden Spinners, Flags & Wind Socks
Above Ground Pools, Accessories & Equipment
Parts for Many Brands of Equipment
Liners for Above Ground & In Ground Pools
Maintenance Equipment & Labor Saving Items
Spas & Accessories
Oakley Sunglasses (20% Heartland Member Discount)

Bob Blonstein, President
603 E. 4th Street, Stover, MO 65078
www.paintsplus.com

PAINTS PLUS
1-800-472-4551

Autobody Shop Supplies
Boat Building & Refinishing Supplies

Industrial Abrasives, Paints & Equipment
The Reliable Single Source for All Your Finishing Needs



W hen you just can’t stand winter any more, head to Florida to 
the fresh water Harris Chain of Lakes to remember what boating 
feels and sounds and looks like. Several Heartland members make 
this an annual trip to the Sunnyland Chapter’s Annual Boat Show 
held the fourth weekend in March to meet so many ACBS friends, eat 
chicken on a stick, and shop the flea market. The opening evening get 
together found Don Parker (Missouri), Don Ayers (Oklahoma) and 
Jim Frechette 
(Texas) visiting 
about the pre-
event south-bound 
river cruise from 
Jacksonville, FL to 
Sanford which is 
near Lake Dora.

Friday’s picnic cruise meandered 
through the Dora Canal into Lake 
Eustis, around and across Lake Har-
ris to a park with more great docks. 
Frechette’s 1942 Chris Craft 18’ 
Utility Blue Moon carried her share 
of participants.

Nearly fifty ACBS members from 21 chapters gathered on Saturday 
morning to share ideas and create goals for long-range planning for 
the organization. The session was led by Executive Director Peter 
Stephens.

This year’s featured boat was Correct Craft which is actually manu-
factured nearby in Florida. It was fun to see the progression from 
original wood, like the 
Atom Skier, up through 
the Ski Nautiques – 
all classic boats. The 
amazing 92 year old 
President of the Correct 
Craft Company, Ralph 
Meloon, was the fea-
tured speaker Saturday 
night.

Every boat show is subject to weather conditions and this year’s 
event included a blow-out mid-day Saturday with high winds and 
heavy rain. So the park was virtually vacated for about six hours. 
Then with the sun’s return, venders reopened, boats began showing 
off again, and the public returned.

Pumpkin, formerly owned 
by the late Larry Nichols 
and cousin Susan Miller 
of Heartland Classics has 
received lots of attention 
on Woody Boater with her 
restoration by Katz Marina 
and VanNess Performance 
Marine. She was roaring 
to go.
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By: Kathy Parker

Season Opener on Lake Dora

Tavares, Florida
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Season Opener on Lake Dora

Pictured here are Susan Miller 
known as Woody Gal and Matt 
Smith, the creator and manager 
of Woody Boater. It’s fun and 
informational to check on the 
daily blog www.woodyboater.
com

 
Here are a few of my favorite boats at the show:

. . . the oldest boat at the 
show was a 1919 Wm.Hand 
25’ Launch named Hand 
Maiden owned by Don 
Koenke. 
 
 
 
 
. . . a 1954 Century Sea Maid 
named Bonnie recently re-
stored by ACBS Vice President 
Jeff Funk.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

. . . and this 1960 Chris Craft 
25’ Cavalier owned by Gil 
Grant which was great for 
the rainy hours.

Other Heartland members 
attending were Paul and 
Marge Morris (Iowa), maybe 
Dick Baner (Illinois) (were 
you there?), Paul and Linda 
Merryman (Texas), Peter 
and Debbie Stephens (Ohio), and  
Heartland sponsors  
Hagerty Insurance and Antique Boat Center.  N



The 2014 Hot Springs Classic started the festivities in Little Rock, 
Arkansas where three dozen participants joined Captain Paul 
Hastings on the Chief, a 1980 Chris Craft 74’ Roamer. A two hour 

leisurely cruise on 
the Arkansas River 
gave everyone the 
chance to explore the 
vessel and enjoy the 
sites. The very best 
entertainment was 
watching the captain 
stand backwards at 
the helm to cleanly 
back into the slip at 
the home port.

A private museum opened 
in the afternoon with Harry 
Hastings, the owner, telling 
us the storied history of hun-
dreds of items as we walked 
through the warehouses 
of organized and cataloged 
artifacts which he and his wife 
have gathered and cataloged 
over their 80+ years. 

Moving on down the 
road to Hot Springs, 
more members and 
guests joined us for 
many shared meals 
starting with dinner  
at Rolando’s on  
Thursday evening,  
coffee and pastries at 
the lake home of Clay 
and Patty Thompson 
and a full day’s cruise on Lake Hamilton on Friday, and then the 
traditional boat show on Saturday. 

2014 Hot Springs Classic on Lake Hamilton

6



Kevin and Jeanne Hogan’s dog Harley enjoyed the outing. 

Free Spirit owned by Forrest and Kally Bryant won the People’s 
Choice Award. She is a 1996 Hackercraft 26’ Double Runabout  
who always generously gives rides to boat less passengers.

7

Little Rock, Arkansas
2014 Hot Springs Classic on Lake Hamilton



Bruce Hurst took home the trophy for the “favorite 18’ and under” 
boat. He has been restoring this 1956 18’ Lyman Runabout with a 
Gray Marine engine over the past few years since bringing it home 
from Memphis.

The “favorite 19’ and over” boat 
award went to John and Marilyn 
Davenport. This 26’ Owens Sea 
Skiff has been in the family since 
1961. It was named by John’s par-
ents with their nicknames of Punk 
and Happy, therefore, Pu Haps.

Bill Buchanan brought his Wage-
maker Wolverine with a 30 hp 
Johnson and took home the award 
for “favorite outboard”.

Don Parker celebrated his birthday with the Heartland Classics 
Crew. We hope you had a wonderful birthday, Don!

Gregg Orr Marine provided the 
docks and hospitality for the show. 
The weather was perfect for all 
to enjoy the lake and our time to-
gether. Event Chair Mike Lang-
horne is already collecting ideas 
to make next year’s event just as 
adventuresome and memorable. 

8

Lake Hamilton Continued...

 N
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411 W Ketchum Ave | Ketchum, OK 74349
Phone: 918-782-3251 | Fax: 918-782-3966

Email: info@JonesHardware.US 
Shop Online: www.joneshardware.us

THE #1 SOURCE ON GRAND LAKE  
for Winches, Steel Cables and Wire Rope.

All the materials you need for dock maintenance! 
Winches from 9,000 to 130,000lbs.

Wire Rope & Steel Cable from 9,000lbs. to 130,000lbs.  
Wire Rope & Steel Cable from 1/4" to 3/4".

Hand & Power Tools • Electrical • Plumbing • Hardware • Lawn & Garden
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P ina Coloda, White Lightning, 
Screw Driver, Mint Julip, Salty 

Dog, Gin Fizz, Mai-Tai, Tequila Sun-
rise, and Tequila Gold might sound 
like drink names to most of us and they 
are, but to Paul Hastings they’re boat 
names. Those names mentioned plus 
several others can be found painted 
on the transoms of Paul’s vast boat 
collection. As this story unfolds I think 
you will figure out where the names 
originate from. 

The Hastings family’s first three boats 
were Bowmans. Paul’s dad, Harry 
helped Mr. Bowman get into the boat 
business after the war. 

Paul grew up around boats. At 3 years 
old, his first boat was a 9’ Bowman 
with a 3hp Johnson outboard. His dad 
would pour a small amount of fuel in 
the tank and let him run around in the 
cove at their lake house in Hot Springs 
on Lake Hamilton. The original lake 
house which is gone now, was built in 
1931 and the current house, built in 
1965, is on the adjoining lot. Paul’s 
grandson Slater now has the 9’ Bow-
man. Paul’s dad ordered a 1951 19’ 
Sports Speedster model with a Scripps 
100-SH engine, (Hasty1), that Paul 
still has in his collection today. 

Paul skied 
behind the 
18’ Bowman 
runabout 
with the 
two 100hp 
Mercury Out-
boards. He 
also raced the 
hydroplane 
shown below 
and was the 
first to add 
a hydrofoil 

to help control the boat and keep it on 
the water. His competition complained 
that gave him unfair advantage so they 
banned the use of hydrofoils but within 
2 years everyone saw the advantage 
and installed them on their hydro’s and 
they were reinstated. Paul also raced 
the Green Hornet which he still owns. 
Paul was a competitive water skier en-
tering in competitions in Arkansas and 

all over the country. He raced Formula 
cars and competed in rodeo events 
when he was 15 years old.

Paul, also, is a concert pianist and has 
conducted the Arkansas Symphony. A 
little bit of contrast with many of his 
other accomplishments. 

His dad, Harry, was a Higgins boat 
dealer in Hot Springs (Lake Hamilton 
Marine), from 1946 to 1958. Harry 
knew Andrew Higgins personally so 
Paul had the opportunity to go to the 
Higgins factory with his older brother 
Harry Jr., to take a full tour to see 
how the boats were made. At that 
time Higgins was a major boat builder 
building pleasure boats, boats for the 
military including PT Boats, Life Boats, 
Amphibious Landing Craft and others. 
Higgins was the only boat manufac-
turer at the time to own and operate 
their own plywood facility. After the 
war they primarily built pleasure boats 
for the public. Mr. Higgins didn’t want 
his boats to look like Chris Crafts so 
most were painted red and white but 
you could place a custom order if you 
were willing to pay. 

Paul’s boats are stored in a 50,000 
sq. ft. warehouse that also serves as 
a repair shop for boat restoration 
and repairs on equipment used in one 
of Paul’s businesses. The sign on the 
outside of the building states “World 
Headquarters Paul’s Place.” Paul gets 
some help on his restoration projects 
from his son-in-law John Watkins and 
grandsons Slater and Collier. John 
is married to Paul’s daughter Leesa. 
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Boating and Business...It’s All in the Family
An Interview with Paul Hastings 

Slater with the Bowman, at this year’s 
Keels & Wheels in Seabrook, TX. 

Story by: Forrest D. Bryant
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He has been 
involved in 
Heartland 
Classics, 
serving as a 
past Presi-
dent, a Direc-
tor and Editor 
of Mahogany 
& Chrome. 
They have 3 
boys Collier, 
Slater and Walker. The two older boys are 
all about boats. 
 

Chief, featured on the cover of this issue, 
is his 74’ Chris Craft Roamer. As you can 
see Chief is a beautiful vessel with an 
aluminum hull and superstructure. She 
is powered by 2 Detroit Diesel 12V71T1 
Engines, 680hp each. Top speed is 24 
knots with a cruising speed of 12 knots. 
There is heating and air conditioning, full 
galley, washer and dryer, central vacuum 
system, 500 gallons of fresh water and 
2000 gallon fuel tank that allows approxi-
mately 166 hrs of cruise time. 

There is a master stateroom with head, 
2 guest staterooms with shared head and 
guest quarters with head. She’s 18’ wide, 
draws 5’ with full fuel and water tanks  
and is 25’ from water level to top of  
anchor light. 

The Burgee flying on the Chief is Paul’s 
personal burgee. The white and red is the 
symbol for “H” (Hastings) The green P 
inside the blue and white rectangle stands 

for “Papa” or Papa Hastings as he is 
known by his grandsons. The color green 
of the P is the official color used on the 
equipment used for the Tug Boat and 
Barge business. 

Paul first met the owner of Chief in 1981 
in Florida. He was admiring the boat in 
it’s slip. The owner invited him on board 
for a tour. They became good friends and 
Paul told him, “if you ever decide to sell 
her, call me first.” The friend passed in 
1988. His widow called Paul in 1990 and 
said, “come and get the boat, I’ve used 
her two times in the last 2 years and each 
time all I do is cry. It’s time for you to 
own it.” Paul has used the boat for cruises 
all around. It’s docked at the Little Rock 
Yacht Club Marina that is owned and 
operated by the Hastings Family. 

Paul’s parents were hard working people 
with strong family values. Being raised 
with a close family, Paul learned early 
on a wealth of knowledge and examples 

1946 17’ Higgins Sport Speedster Scripps M6 .......................Screw Driver
1948 10’ Bowman Rowboat  .................................................................Paul’s
1865 20’ Jones Hydroplane ...................................................... Green Hornet
1962 19’ Century Resorter Gray Marine 240 ............................Pina Colada
1970 19’ Chris Craft XK19 Chevrolet 350FLV ................................Mischief
            22’ Chris Craft Dory Chevrolet 283 ........................White Lightning
1957 14’ Higgins Deluxe  ..................................................................Half Pint
1947 17’ Higgins Sport Speedster Chrysler SM-6 ......................Mint Julip
1910 18’ Unknown Lifeboat   ..................................................RMS Olympic
1963 18’ Higgins Mandalay Interceptor 240 ........................... Tequila Gold
1958 18’ Higgins Magnum Gray Marine 225 .................................Mamosa
1956 18’ Higgins Magnum Chrysler M473R .............................. Salty Dog
1952 19’ Higgins Sport Speedster Chrysler M47SR ......................Gin Fizz
1951 19’ Higgins Sport Speedster Scripps 100-SH .........................Hasty 1
1949 19’ Higgins Deluxe Runabout Scripps 6-158 ......... Donna’s Daiquiri
1947 19’ Higgins Sport Speedster Gray  FR6 ........................ Cocktail Time
1951 23’ Higgins Convertible Chrysler M28R ................Bourbon & Water
1976 22’ Riva Olympic Chevrolet 327 ..................................Spumanti Lady
1956 14’ Higgins Deluxe ....................................................................... Jigger 
1964 28’ Riva Aquarama Chevrolet (2) 283 ..................... Champagne Taste
1965 19’ Century Resorter Crusader MKXIV .................................Mai-Tai
1971 18’ Riva Junior Chevrolet 305 ...................................... Caviar Dreams
1956 17’ Higgins Sport Speedster Chrysler M47RF ................Beer Budget
1946 19’ Higgins DeLx Runabout Gray Marine 104 ..........Tequila Sunrise
1946 17’ Higgins Sports Speedster Chrysler 140 ......................Rum Toddy
1938 12’ Higgins Winghy Johnson 3

Paul’s Collection of Classic Boats



set by his parents. Paul’s dad, Harry, told 
him that to be successful you have to have 
an edge, you have to think on your own 
and be a leader. Getting a good education 
was important, work hard and don’t be 
afraid to try new things. 

Paul’s parents got an early start in the 
liquor distribution business during pro-
hibition. After prohibition ended, Harry 
became a distributor for most of the major 
liquor brands because he had established a 
hard fast distribution network. They later 
added wine distribution. Those businesses 
led to other business ventures such as the 
need for warehouses and distribution so 
a real estate division was started to build 
warehouse for facilities for their own use 
plus sales and leasing. 

An interesting side story about Paul. When 
he was in the 6th grade his teacher had the 
class tell what they did during their sum-
mer break. Paul went to the front of the 
class and began telling about how he spent 
the summer operating heavy equipment 
on a construction site. The teacher excused 
him while others in the class shared their 
summer stories. During a parent/teacher 
conference with Paul’s mother, the teacher 
said Paul sure had a vivid imagination. He 
was telling the class that he was running 
heavy equipment on a warehouse construc-
tion site. His mother told the teacher, “Oh, 
yes, that’s what he spent the summer doing 
with his older brother Harry.” The next day 
the teacher asked Paul back to the front of 
the class to tell more about working on the 
heavy equipment. The kids all wished they 
had the same opportunity. 

Paul and his brother, Harry Jr. took their 
turns running the family business which 
is now passed down to younger Hastings 

family members. Paul has an interesting 
Tug Boat and Barge business on the Arkan-
sas River that does Rescue and Recovery, 
crane work and levee maintenance. It’s 
primarily ran by his daughter Paula, who 

has a 100 ton Captain’s licence. She started 
boating around 5 years old. His son Paul 
Jr., also involved in boating is General 
Manager and oversees maintenance for the 
Tug Boat and Barge business and the ware-
houses. He also has a daughter Teresa, who 
has been involved in the family business. 

Paul has been involved with the ACBS 
and what is now Heartland Classics. He 
helped start up the Hot Springs Garvin 
Gardens Boat Show around 2000. 
Paul has been an officer and director of 
Heartland, helped set up the Lake Tahoe 
Boat Show at Sierra Boat Company as 
far back as 1998. He helped organize the 
facility for shows and judged Higgins and 
other boat manufacturers. He has attended 
all Keels & Wheels shows and judged some 
of the early shows. Paul attends most 
Heartland events and has been a presenter 
at the Restoration Workshops. 

Paul is a great Heartland member with a 
definite love and passion for classic boats, 
especially those with names like White 
Lightning and Champagne Taste.

A Message from the
Higgins Classic Boat  
Association President

Marge Morris:

12

As president of the Higgins Clas-
sic Boat Association I felt bad that 
there was no picture directory of 
the remaining Higgins Boats.

Then I got an idea, how about a 
2014 calendar? I did this for several 
years I would have a fairly complete 
record. It was a little late in the sea-
son so I had to use existing photos, 
but it worked out well.

I sold the last calendar at the Little 
Rock/Hot Springs show.

This year I am starting much ear-
lier. It has already started with 
Forrest Bryant taking some great 
shots of Paul Hastings’ Higgins (Te-
quila Gold) out on the water. This 
year’s calendar will be ready by Oc-
tober, if you are interested they will 
be available on the club’s web page, 

www.higginsclassicboats.org
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then we need to talk.

IF YoU

LONG FOR OPEN WATER

LOVE THE FEEL OF A FRESHLY SANDED PLANK
DON’T LIKE STAYING BETWEEN TWO PAINTED LINES

LIVE LIFE ONE COAT OF VARNISH AT A TIME
GIVE ALL DIRECTIONS USING PORT AND STARBOARD

KNOW THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN ROPE AND LINE

SET YOUR DESTINATION AS THE HORIZON

SEARCH OLD BARNS FOR BOATS

We know your commitment because we live it every day. Our passion for 
classics drove us to develop the first Agreed Value coverage for vintage boats 
almost 30 years ago. Today we offer coverage tailored to your needs, extensive 
lifestyle resources, club discounts, initiatives that help get young people 
involved in the hobby, vintage boat expertise and best service available.  

So keep your eyes on the horizon and the wind in your hair. With Hagerty.877-922-3398  |  HAGERTYMARINE.COM

CLASSIC BOAT INSURANCE
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Becky Caddell receives  
  “Business Person of the Year Award”  
    from Shell Knob Chamber of Commerce

The Shell Knob Chamber of Commerce recently 
chose Becky to be awarded the “Business 
Person of the Year Award,” at its annual 
banquet held on March 22. “One thing about 
Becky, she always has a smile in her voice. She 
has such a happy, sweet, caring voice and she 
does so much for our community,” said Karen 
Elsey, chamber director. 

Congratulations, Becky!

Portion of Article reprinted from Connection Magazine

On the cover: Becky Caddell, owner and operator of 
Farmers Daughters Floral and Greenhouse in Shell 
Knob was featured in the April home, lawn and garden 
special supplement of Connection Magazine, “Bloom” 

Becky and Jerry are Heartland Classics members. They 
assist Don and Kathy Parker with the Classics Cruisin’ on 
Table Rock Lake event and Becky is a Chapter Officer in 
charge of Ship’s Store.

 N
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SIX KNOTS TO KNOW

TWO HALF HITCHES

FIGURE EIGHT

ANCHOR BEND

BOWLINE

SQUARE KNOT

CLOVE HITCH

Reprinted with permission from The Stuffing Box

Six Knots to Know



T he 19th Annual Keels & Wheels Con-
cours D’Elegance at the Lakewood Yacht 

Club is the premier classic car and vintage 
boat concours in the country. 

Wayne Carini, host of “Chasing Classic 
Cars on Velocity was the Grand Marshall 
and Keith Martin, host of “What’s My 
Car Worth” and Publisher of Sports Car 
Marketing magazine was the Master of 
Ceremonies. Chief 
boat judge was 
Terry Fiest. Heart-
land members, Jim 
Frechette, Clay 
Thompson and Dan 
Diehl were judges. 

Wayne Carini signed autographs and as-
sisted with the presentation of awards for 
the car and boat show winners while Keith 
Martin announced the award winners. On 
a personal note, Chasing Classic Cars with 
Wayne Carini is my favorite car show so 
it was a real treat to meet him personally. 
In fact, my wife Kally has also become a 

fan. She never watched car shows until she 
started watching Wayne on Chasing Classic 
Cars. Wayne and his crew took advantage 

of the Keels & Wheels event to shoot video 
for an upcoming episode of Chasing Classic 
Cars which will air in September. 

Motostalgia Auctions D’Elegance held an on 
site classic car auction on Friday from 3:00 
to 8:00pm that featured 75 of the rarest 
and finest consignments.  

The Keels & Wheels event benefits Boys 
and Girls Harbor and other charities in 
the Seabrook area with over $1.3 million 
donated. This year’s show featured classics 
from the 40’s and 50’s plus automobile 
Marque; Auburn, Cord and Dusenberg. 

The boat show is sponsored by the 
Southwest Chapter of ACBS. Social events 
started Friday afternoon with a Boaters 
Welcome Party from 3:00 to 6:00 at the 
Spring Hill Suites Marriott, followed by a 
Seafood Buffet Welcome party at the Lake-
wood Yacht Club Ballroom from 6:00 to 
8:00. The food was excellent especially the 
large fresh shrimp from the local bay area. 

Saturday was boat placement and judg-
ing for both boats and cars. Heartland 
Classics member Paul Hastings from Little 
Rock, Arkansas hauled 6 boats to the 
show. Three Rivas on a flatbed, plus an 18’ 
Higgins Mandalay, 20’ Jones Hydroplane 

and his first boyhood boat from when he 
was 3 years old, a 9’ Bowman with a 3hp 
motor. Paul presented the Bowman to his 
grandson Slater on his 3rd birthday. 

Keels & Wheels CONCOURS D’ ELEGANCE    Lakewood Yacht Club, Seabrook, Texas     Story By: Forrest D. Bryant
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There were approxi-
mately 60 boats on 
display at the show and 
35 entries for judging. 

Best of Show went 
to a 1932 26’ Dodge 
Boat and Airplane Corp 
boat Jenni C owned by 
Russ and Jenni Hagen 
of Minneapolis, MN. 
Restoration was done 
by David Watts of Little 
Rock Boat Works, of 
Rice, MN. It was an ab-
solutely beautiful boat. 

 

Heartland Classics members took home the following awards:

Classic Runabout
1964 28’ Riva Aquarama “Champagne Taste”  
Paul Hastings, Best In Class

Classic Utility Chris Craft
1959 Chris Craft Sportsman “Crazy 8’s”
Jim Frechette, “Silver”

Classic Utility Other
1963 18’ Higgins Mandalay “Tequila Gold”
Paula Hastings “Silver”

Classic Racer
1965 Jones Hydroplane “Green Hornet”
Paula Hastings, Best of Class

Keels & Wheels CONCOURS D’ ELEGANCE    Lakewood Yacht Club, Seabrook, Texas     Story By: Forrest D. Bryant
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Contemporary Runabout
1996 Hackercraft Double Runabout  
“Free Spirit”
Forrest and Kally Bryant, Best of Class

Corinthian Award
1951 Hacker Deluxe Utility “Tuaca”
Wayne Spaulding

Special Recognition Award to ACBS 
President Terri Hoffman. 

Special Recognition awards were also 
given to Terry Fiest for Co Chairman and 
Chief Judge Boating

On Saturday afternoon, a cruiser came into 
the Lakewood Bay dock area. All the US 
Armed Forces were represented in uniform, 
(Army, Navy, Airforce, Coast Guard and Ma-
rines). U.S. Flags were flying and the offi-
cial songs or anthems of each Branch of the 
military were played as it cruised through 
the harbor. Everyone on the docks cheered, 
applauded and some saluted and all showed 
their appreciation for their service. This 
was very appropriate being right before the 
Memorial Weekend. A great place we live 
in... America. 

Besides the classic boats and cars displayed 
at the dock and scatted around the grounds 
of the club there were sponsor vendor 
booths and displays providing information 
on classic car and boat insurance, boat and 
auto dealers as well as vendors offering a 
variety of items and services. 

The Southwest Chapter sponsored a Build-
A-Boat activity for kids to help build 3 
boats on site and enter a drawing to win 
the finished boats. What a great way to 
build interest for the next generation of 
classic boaters.

Heartland Classics members in attendance; 
Paul and Linda Merryman, Peter and 
Debbie Stevens, Wayne Spaulding, Bill 
and Diana Osborn, Guy McCollom, Dan 
Diehl, Steve Spinharney, Clay and Patty 
Thompson, Mike Langhorne, Paul Hast-
ings and Susan Garner, Paula Hastings, 
John and Leesa Watkins and sons, Col-
lier, Slater and Walker, Fred Burban, Jim 
Frechette and Forrest and Kally Bryant. If 
I missed any Heartland members I apologize.
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Whether you come to be part of the action or just need to get away from it all, Bass Pro Shops’  
Big Cedar Lodge is perfect for your next family vacation or romantic getaway. Explore the beautiful 

Ozarks by renting a boat from our Marina, treating yourself to a carriage ride at Cedar Mountain Stables, 
or enjoying a refreshing walk on our paved Hiking Path. Then indulge yourself at the spa or one of our 

outstanding restaurants before you unwind in your own luxurious, private log cabin or lodge room.

Nine miles south of Branson
1-800-BCLODGE (1-800-225-6343)

www.bigcedar.com

Nine miles south of Branson
1-800-BCLODGE (1-800-225-6343)

www.bigcedar.com

Whether you come to be part of the action or just need to get away from it all, Bass Pro Shops’  
Big Cedar Lodge is perfect for your next family vacation or romantic getaway. Explore the beautiful 

Ozarks by renting a boat from our Marina, treating yourself to a carriage ride at Cedar Mountain Stables, 
or enjoying a refreshing walk on our paved Hiking Path. Then indulge yourself at the spa or one of our 

outstanding restaurants before you unwind in your own luxurious, private log cabin or lodge room.
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Passion of boaters is not a myth, like sea monsters, mermaids 
and the like. No, its a proven fact over and over. This is one of 

those facts. Many of the details of this may or may not be fact but 
the story line is.

My involvement began in 2010 while surfing the web for dive 
sites on Table Rock Lake in the southern most part of Missouri. 
I came across what was listed as “90 foot double decker in 75 

to 90 foot depth with GPS N36 
37.859 W 93 20.146. This is the 
first time I heard of the “Zeb”., Ze-
bulon Pike that is. I planned for the 
day I would certify and dive to see 
this underwater amusement park.                                                                                                                        
Fast forward to 2011, while boat-
ing on Table Rock to my amaze-
ment, tied up along side a dock was 
a large “tour” boat that looked as 
tho it was a movie prop for the next 
“Fog” movie. On its bow was “Ze-
bulon Pike” and to stern was “Still-
water”. Chills ran down my spine 

and the hair stood up on the back of my neck. How 
can this be? The search was on (reference passion).                                                                                                                        
Back to the web and a social media site we all know (and like?). On 
that site I “friended” none other than the Great Grandson of the 
boatbuilder himself. Robert “Bob” Sommer, The 4th descendant to 
Chris Sommer, Builder and owner of Sommer Boat Works, Milwau-
kee, WI.. Truly Chris Sommer’s passion to build this boat began well 
before its launch in 1952 into lake Michigan for lake tour service. 
Even the naming of the 
boat exudes passion. 
Chris named it after his 
mother “Hanna Kildahl 
Sommer” with chris-
tening her the “Hanna 
Kildahl”. “Hanna” was 
a family project and 
over the years in service 
(1952 to 1974) Chris, 
his son William and his 
grandson William Jr. 
captained and main-
tained her.              
                                                             
The years after that 
are somewhat clouded 
but she came to Table 
Rock Lake around 
1977, was renamed 
the “Zebulon Pike”, 
captained under Fred 
Hudson for one. She 
resided at Indian Point 
along with a float-
ing “dock” called the 
“General”.

 

20

Zebulon Pike by JR Petermann in collaboration with Bob Sommers

Captain Chris SommersStarboard View First Daylight 1952



Sometime in the middle ‘80s the dock had floated off in a storm, 
and eventually sunk or was sunk. That is what is listed in the dive 
site location mentioned above, not the Zeb.. The Zeb was aban-
doned and disappeared for some time. Back to 2011 is when she 
showed up at the dock with a “For Sale” sign.                

Best guess in 
2012 she sold 
to let’s say 
“the Outdoor 
Man”. The 
“Outdoor Man” 
may have had 
the Zeb pulled 
and surveyed 
with possibly 
reconditioning 
in mind. Possibly the Zeb is too far gone to safely and financially 
be reconditioned. Some of the web “chatter” is the fate of the Zeb 
may come full circle to my original search “sinking and dive site”. 
This is something that weighs heavy for the family of the builder. 
Members of the family are very passionate about not letting her 
go to the bottom of a lake in Missouri.                

The last time I saw the Zeb was in September of ‘13, while 
“Cruisin’ Table Rock Lake” with fellow ACBS members. It was a 
beautiful Sunday  (the 8th of Sept.), We had left the wonderful 
“Big Cedar Lodge” after our last get-together as a group. As we 
entered the main channel of the lake we turned port and blasted 
under the “86” bridge. Just past the bridge on the port side is a 
set of docks. In the second or third set is where the Zeb rests tied 
and secured. Pictures show the wrinkles and wisdom she has col-
lected over the years.                                                                       

In recent weeks she has been pulled from Table Rock Lake and 
hauled to a town north of the lake. Her fate is pending. I will 
continue to follow this. Anyone interested in helping to “Preserve 
the Pike” please chime in.
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USCG Captain Terry Hart 
573-365-3382 | 573-216-1600 
Lake Ozark, Missouri 65049

Restoration & Repair of classic 
wooden boats.  

We also have a selection of wooden 
boat projects and parts.

& RUDDERS

www.hartdivingandsalvage.com

Diving & Salvage, Inc.

A Division of

HART 

 N



22

485 miles, seven days and a dozen locks in our wakes earned us 
an open view of the Gulf of Mexico from our cruise’s southern most 
point--- halfway through Mobile Bay. 

That we did this in 19 
foot and 24 foot wood 
boats, vintage 1965 and 
1984 respectively, proved 
that even relatively small 
craft can safely navigate 
these wonderfully mostly 
rural stretches of where 
America finds her heart 
and soul. In the 19 foot 
Carver, Wave Toucher 
II, were Captain Dick Baner and friend and veteran of many river 
cruises, Gary Weiss. Both are from Eureka, Illinois. Our 24 foot 
Skiff Craft, Lily Pad, I was piloting alone. Our boat’s home port is on 
Table Rock Lake near Branson, Missouri.

We started this voyage 
on the Tennessee River 
at Pickwick Landing State 
Park near where Ten-
nessee, Mississippi and 
Alabama meet. We at-
tended about half of the 
2013 Fall Rendezvous 
activities being held by the 
Antique & Classic Boat 
Society’s (ACBS) Dixie-
land Chapter at this picturesque state park resort. After the Dix-

ieland cruise to Aqua Harbor for a nearby lunch, our two boat fleet 
left the rest of the Dixieland crew and began our journey south. In a 
few miles we found ourselves at the mouth of the largest U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers project in their history: The Tennessee-Tombigbee 
Waterway. 

Starting in 1972 they moved more dirt on this project than was 
moved for the Panama Canal. Since its completion in 1985, it has 
provided a much safer and more direct link from the Tennessee 
River Valley to the oceans of the world--- as well as providing new 
recreational and tour-
ist opportunities to the 
rural areas it transits. It 
has become the course 
of choice for recreational 
mariners in live-aboard 
cruisers who make the 
“The Great Loop” or who 
migrate with the seasons 
from north to south.

After over 470 miles 
on the Corps managed 
waterway, using the 
canal like Tenn-Tom, the 
channelized Tombigbee, 
Black Warrior and Mobile 
Rivers, we found our 
wooden vessels dwarfed 
by the sea going military 
and commercial ships of 
the Port of Mobile.

Relishing the Sublime Wooden Boats make Fall Cruise ~ Tennessee River to Mobile Bay



We were fortunate to find early fall just beginning to paint the 
leaves crimson, yellow, and burnt orange. Water temperatures were 
in mid 70’s. Overnight air temperatures would drop to about 40 de-
grees. Afternoons would peak in the 70’s--- until we finally topped 
80 degrees as we came into Dog River Marina off Mobile Bay. 

The serenity, beauty and tranquility of the ribbon of green glisten-
ing waterway was our welcome companion through mile after mile 
of snaking through lightly settled or unpopulated and “nature-
scaped” countryside.  

The stars of the middle stretch of this trip were the “White Cliffs” 
of Alabama. They are part of the Selma Chalk deposits and were 
reportedly created about the same time as the more famous and 
taller “White Cliffs of Dover” in England. Shorter yes, but stun-
ning still are these white riverbank bluffs deep in the backwoods of 
America’s friendly south. 

As we cruised ever closer to the Gulf of Mexico, sightings of alliga-
tors soaking up the late season sun were made from both boats. 
We could almost feel America’s South yawn at us as we rode the 
water through her peaceful, color changing backwoods. We felt 
her embrace us through her people’s welcoming and inclusive 

ways. Eventually engulfed by her busy port of Mobile, we saw her 
one hand busy in peaceful trade with the world, and her other in 
production of the most modern technological ships for the defense 
of liberty. 

Time and current news events seem less relevant on a cruise such 
as this. Life seems to be enough in each moment savored in our 
old boats, atop picturesque waters, and in the company of good 
friends. One feels no need to look to the years already spent, or 
peer beyond the instant to obligations ahead: The moment is sub-
lime and to be relished.

Side bar--- Our Tenn-Tom cruise combined with the over 600 mile 
trip we did in these two boats this spring--- through, across and 
on both coasts of Florida--- encompassed over 1,000 miles of the 
Great Circle Route, or Great Loop. The Great Loop is a roughly 
6,000 mile mostly inland waterway that circumnavigates about half 
of the continental U.S and portions of Canada. 

This trip had fewer marinas and facilities-- like hotels and restau-
rants--- along the route than most of the miles we have cruised. 
These facilities ranged from top-of-the-line to “rustic and well 
used.”  Since restaurants were in short supply, we had to provision 
for some meals while underway. Since the fuel stops---particularly 
on the lower half of the waterway---are very limited both boats 
had portable fuel tanks on board. This ensured we could make the 
longest stretch---the last day—which was about 130 miles plus one 
last lock without a place to refuel in between the day’s start and 
finish. 

We soon found the 12 locks (fascinating once or twice through) to 
be a necessary evil for the trip from Middle America’s Tennessee 
River to the Gulf. Though time consuming and schedule confound-
ing, they should not be feared, as even working solo in our 24 
foot boat I had no trouble locking through.  Good fenders that are 
large sized and well placed, a boat hook, and twenty feet or so of 
dock line to hook the floating bollards in these locks made passage 
relatively easy on boat and crew. 
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Fire Extinguishers
By Chris Edmonston

Revised in April 2012

Whether it’s because of the tight quarters on a boat, or the sense of isolation and distance from help — fire 
has to be one of the greatest fears for mariners. Yet many boaters, including nearly half those involved in 
reported boating accidents, don’t even have a fire extinguisher aboard. Foundation Findings #46 set out to 
revisit the topic of fire extinguishers, first examined back in 1988, to shed light on this important topic.

Marine-rated fire extinguishers are designed for the marine environment. Extinguishers are further rated 
by the amount of chemical and by the type of fire they’re designed to fight. A simple rule of thumb is that 
class A fires are solids, class B fires are liquids, and class C fires are energized electrical fires. For example, a 
‘BC’ extinguisher is designed to fight either a liquid or electrical fire. Since our original testing in 1988, little 
has changed in fire extinguisher technology. So one of our primary goals in this round of testing was to 
focus on how an extinguisher is used, and to relay that information using videos, which may be found on the 
Foundation web site at www.BoatUS.com/Foundation/findings/46.

Our testing involved the observation of both experienced and inexperienced volunteers attempting to put 
out various types of fires. Volunteers were presented with a typical boating scenario consisting of either a 
class A or class B fire, and an extinguisher, and told to put the fire out — with no preliminary training. The 
scenario instructor told the volunteers to imagine their boat was on fire, and that they had to use a fire 
extinguisher to save their guests, their boat, and themselves.

What we found was that in the heat of the moment, reading the directions on the extinguisher was often an 
afterthought, particularly for the inexperienced users. One tester, Rhett, stated that he “was in such a hurry” 
that he didn’t read the instructions. Another tester, Jackie, said she “was panicking” and likewise didn’t read 
the instructions. She went on to say, “I just did what came naturally.”

Fire Extinguishers 
By Chris Edmonston 

Revised in April 2012 
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As a result, improper technique was the norm. This occurred despite the fact that manufacturers do a 
commendable job of placing easy-to-understand instructions on their product, along with a clear listing 
of the types of fires the unit is designed to fight. Improper technique often occurred right from the start 
— with some volunteers not even realizing the need to pull out the safety pin, with one tester, Shonda, 
exclaiming, “I can’t get the thing to work!” in exasperation. There were 18 volunteer testers, of whom only 
two, James and Jose, had ever used a fire extinguisher in a real life fire. Only a handful of testers knew the 
differences between an A, B or C type fire. One question asked of all the testers was to estimate the amount 
of time one could expect a fire extinguisher to discharge chemicals. Estimates ranged from 10 to 15 seconds 
up to five minutes, with one tester stating that she hoped that an extinguisher would last “until the fire was 
gone.” All of the units tested were designed to last for approximately 10 seconds of use — a far cry from five 
minutes.

How did the expectations of our testers affect the testing? Surprisingly, only one tester used the entire 
contents of the extinguisher. Most testers simply stopped using the extinguisher once they thought the 
fire was out, which led to frequent flare-ups. One tester stated that he’d “use what was necessary and save 
some to see what happened next.” Perhaps this is the perfect example of human nature. But time after time, 
it proved to be the wrong way to put out a fire. The primary method of fighting small fires with a portable 
fire extinguisher is called the PASS method (Point, Aim, Squeeze, and Sweep). While the proper method is 
to sweep back and forth at the base of the fire, it was common to see volunteers aim at the top and work 
their way down. When volunteers were asked where they were aiming, comments ranged from “at the base” 
to “center of mass” to “just above the fire.” Depending on the size and type of fire, improper aim can make 
firefighting more difficult. Despite the small stature of the tested fire extinguishers, they all created large 
billowing clouds of chemical. This frequently made aiming more difficult and also obscured flare-ups.

Lessons Learned
The size and type of your boat is the determining factor forthe quantity, type, and storage of your fire 
extinguishers. CoastGuard requirements, which are only a minimum, (available atwww.BoatUS.com/
foundation/guide /equipment_8.html), call forrelatively few extinguishers — vessels under 26 feet in 
length need to carry only one portable, while vessels between 27 and 40 feet in length only require two. 
Extinguishers must be capableof fighting B or C class fires which, according to BoatUS marine insurance 
statistics, account for over 80 percent of claims.

Not too coincidentally, most of the fire extinguishers available for purchase are BC rated. So having a BC-
rated unit is all you need, right? Well, yes and no. As we discovered, the type of extinguisher you have really 
does matter. A unit rated to fight a liquid or electrical fire might be just fine for the engine room, but might 
be inadequate for the galley or cabin. During our tests, type A fires, when fought with a BC unit, almost 
always flared back up, particularly when a tester used an improper firefighting technique. That’s why the 
American Boat and Yacht Council (ABYC) recommends that boats under 65 feet use ABC-rated extinguishers. 
Having an adequate number of fire extinguishers is just as important. Having a single unit kept in the engine 
area will do no god if you can’t reach it because the area is already on fire. Preparing to fight a fire might not 
be common practice, but with a little foresight and the right equipment you can be ready for just such an 
emergency.

To Learn how to put out a fire properly, visit www.BoatUS.com/Foundation/findings/46. Our educational 
videos will take you through the steps necessary to effectively fight a fire on your own boat.

Reprinted with permission from The Stuffing Box



1969 41’ Constellation 
Salon Motor Yacht
Nick Weinsaft owned this boat for 
the past 28 years and this classic is 
now being offered for sale. Always 
in freshwater, she has been lovingly 
used and maintained. 2011 survey is 
available. Liveaboard features include 
two staterooms, full kitchen, roomy 
salon and ample deck areas. 
Length - 41’ 0”, Beam - 13’ 0”
Draft - 2’ 11”, Height - 16’ 3”
Hull material - Mahogany
Power - Twin 427 cid, V8, 300hp 
Generator - Koehler with hush box
Boat is loaded with amenities

Asking $49,000
Located on Table Rock Lake  
since 1985
(417) 338-8566 | (417) 230-3006

1967 41’ Chris Craft Constellation “Roxie”
Original Ford 427’s that run great (approx. 430 hours on each)
Big newer Kohler 10kW generator
Full instrumentation, including new Lowrance HDS-10 depth finder
Three marine air conditioning 
units, two of which are newer 
Full galley, including stove/oven, 
sink, refrigerator and microwave
2011 healthy survey, valued at 
$41,000 (survey and many more 
pictures available upon request)

She has had extensive work done to her 
both inside and out, mechanically and 
cosmetically, with no expense spared. 
Roxie has all of her original amenities, 
fixtures, and features with updates to 
make her even more comfortable, yet 
keeping with the original theme of a 
classic Chris Craft yacht. She is a perfect 
lakehouse with excellent views, and set 
up to be out on the water for days at a 
time!

$35,000 OBO
Call Ben Brown at 918 338-8566 
or email bebrown@cox.net to set up a viewing or cruise.
More details about this listing are available online. 

The Trading Dock

Find more deals online: 
www.heartland-classics.org/trading-dock/

Trading Dock Policy: Ads placed in the magazine and on-line 
will be billed at the rate of $15.00 for members and $30.00 for 
non-members. This is a per issue charge and ads will continue 
to run in the magazine and on-line until you cancel or of course 
you sell your boat or item. We kindly ask you to inform us once 
your boat or item has sold so we can keep The Trading Dock ads 
current. 

1952 23’ Hacker Overnighter
135 hp grey Marine, less than 10 hours.  
Complete bottom to top restoration. 5200 Bottom, all new 
Mahogany, 19 coats varnish, Sleeps 2, Fully Equipped
Best in Class, Keels and Wheels, Houston 2012
Best in Show, Grand Lake 2012
Custom dually trailer with electric brakes. 

Price Reduced to $44,500
Bill Tordoff | Frisco, CO
970.409.9224
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Caps
$2000

Each

Available in 7 colors! 
See all colors online.

Each
$3000

Burgees
HEARTLAND CLASSICS

T-Shirts
$2000

Each

To order online visit heartland-classics.org 
or contact Becky Caddell at becky133@centurytel.net

1955 Chris-Craft Commander 42’
2005 ACBS Best of Class Preserved Cruiser—Lake of the Ozarks
Original Chrysler Hemi motors
Recent “down to the wood” refresh sides and bottom
Sides look like fiberglass/Epoxy bottom
New Stainless shafts with dripless packing
Excellent Condition  

1947 Garwood Deluxe Runabout 19.5’
2012 ACBS Best of Class Preserved Runabout—Tablerock Lake
2005 ACBS Best of Class Preserved Runabout—Lake of the Ozarks
Chrysler Crown M7-- recent refresh
Pristine Condition

Asking 
$105,000

Asking 
$135,000

Contact Alan Downey
eaddae1@hotmail.com

573-434-4434 cell

Contact Alan Downey
eaddae1@hotmail.com

573-434-4434 cell

1954 16’ Century Resorter “Reminisce”
Features: Two bilge pumps: one automatic forward and one switch-
operated rear, AVALITE Spot light, all new flooring, 70 MPH toeing cover, 
80-something trailer newly re-painted w/new tires and bearings, about 
80% all new wood, complete restoration took place in 2008-09, all new 
materials bedded in 3M 5200, all materials have 2 coats CPES, Silicon-
bronze screws used throughout, 8 coats Epiphanes varnish sanded 
between each, 4 coats automotive clear-coat wetsanded between each, 
completely rebuilt Graymarine Phantom 112, only 23 total hours since 
this major restoration, 250 photographs of restoration and a sun-setter 
retractable shade.

Contact Kevin, 913.707.6045 
or 913.782.2997 

corvettehogan@comcast.net

Asking $19,900
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Heartland Classics Chapter
9029 NE Sam Ray Rd.
Kansas City, MO 64156
www.heartland-classics.org
heartland-classics@hotmail.com

Some think of restoring 
boats as restoring runabouts. 
At Howard Classic Boats we 
restore and work on cruis-
ers as well as runabouts and 
utilities. We also restore steel 
and aluminum Chris Craft 
Cruisers from 31' to 42'

Our number one commitment 
is to preserve and advance 
the enjoyment of Antique and 
Classic Boats. 

We are now in our new fa-
cility, with 6,000 square feet 
of space to better serve you. 
We invite you to come by for 
a tour.

Restoration 
• from the keel up including wood or steel replace-

ment, finish, engine, wiring and mechanical items. 
Single Item
• Refinish, 5200 Bottom job, hull paint or varnish, 

engine, electrical and mechanical

Minor to Major Repairs and General Services

250' of covered docks used for boats waiting to go 
to the shop, service that can be accomplished in 
the water and visitors to the shop.

Facility: 35602 S. 4467 Rd., Vinita, OK 74301
Telephone: 918-782-1855, 918-693-1855

Fax: 918-782-9026

Visit our new website: www.howardclassicboats.com
Email: bhoward918@allegiance.tv

Contact Howard Classic Boats


