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I  write this on an airplane headed to 
the west coast. Later this week I 

will travel coast to coast in about 
6 hours. Amazing how far technol-
ogy has come. It is also amazing 
how far the technologies have come 
that we use to maintain our classic 
boats. Two weeks ago I laminated a new 
transom into the existing hull skins of my 1961 Crestliner Explorer 
using epoxy and flow mixed to peanut butter consistency. The 
result is a transom that is now solid again without having to cut 
the outer skin of the boat. Also, through social media I have now 
found two other 1961 Explorers, one of which is a barn find still in 
original condition. His photos have now become my reference for 
restoration. 

ACBS has jumped into new areas by adopting the sliding 25 year 
classic rule.  This brings in a whole new set of boats to the organi-
zation and a new set of potential problems. I have complete faith 
that ACBS and the chapters will figure out the best way to grow 
the hobby without turning away members. Just the other day I was 
at the ramp when a gentleman launched his 1974 Star Craft tri - 
hull. It was all original and looked like it had just left the factory. 
He had never heard of ACBS but was interested. Hopefully he will 
become a new member. 

Start making plans for Table Rvock week-
end. Check out the website for next year’s 
schedule as there are some changes.

Happy Boating! George

Darren Arnold • 2014
Tulsa, OK
d.arnold@breviniusa.com

Angela Beachner • 2015
St. Paul, KS
mission@ckt.net

Forrest Bryant • 2015
Kansas City, MO
forrestdbryant@gmail.com

William Buchanan • 2016
Conway, AR
ebuchanan@alliancecable.net

Dan Diehl • 2014 
Jenks, OK 
dan@diehlaero.com 

Chuck Gibbs • 2016
Tulsa, OK
law4hire@morelaw.com

Eric Grimshaw • 2016
Tulsa, OK
egrimshaw@oneok.com

Kevin Hogan • 2016
Olathe, KS
corvettehogan@comcast.net

Susan Miller • 2015
Arlington, VA
skmiller@mac.com

Dick Moist • 2014
Springfield, MO
rmoist@icloud.com

George Reaves • 2014
Jenks, OK
reavesga@gmail.com

John Thompson • 2015
Marshfield, MO
thomp1@mchsi.com

Karon Wheat • 2015
Grove, OK
karonwheat@aol.com

Mike Yancey • 2014
Tulsa, OK
mya47652@aol.com
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From the Helm
 by George Reaves

Heartland Classics Chapter Officers

George Reaves, Kathy Parker, Forrest Bryant, Jim and Cindy Frechette, 
Bill Buchanan, Marge Morris

Cover Photo Captured By: Forrest Bryant 
Misty morning cruise on Lake Muskoka during International Show 

Gravenhurst, Canada 2009

Issue 3, 2014 Articles & Photos

Welcome to our New Chapter Members
Cary Oserowsky Joplin, MO

Cliff & Ginny McPhail Cimarron, KS 
1957 Wizard 19’2” El Dorado

Ron Terwilliger & Linda Daugherty      Belton, MO      
1970 Century 17’ Resorter
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39th Annual Meeting &  
International Boat Show
Finger Lakes, Skaneateles, NY  

September 14-21, 2014

Classics Cruisin’ Table Rock Lake
Branson, MO | October 2-5 , 2014

Details and registration forms will be  
kept up to date at www.heartland-classics.org 

Ports of Call 2014

Chemicals: Chlorine & Baquacil, Natural Chemistry
Salt Systems
Automatic Cleaners for Above Ground or In Ground
Covers: Solar or Winter & Loop-Loc Safety Covers
Equipment: Sta-Rite Pumps, Filters, Heaters
Wind Garden Spinners, Flags & Wind Socks
Above Ground Pools, Accessories & Equipment
Parts for Many Brands of Equipment
Liners for Above Ground & In Ground Pools
Maintenance Equipment & Labor Saving Items
Spas & Accessories
Oakley Sunglasses (20% Heartland Member Discount)

Bob Blonstein, President
603 E. 4th Street, Stover, MO 65078
www.paintsplus.com

PAINTS PLUS
1-800-472-4551

Autobody Shop Supplies
Boat Building & Refinishing Supplies

Industrial Abrasives, Paints & Equipment
The Reliable Single Source for All Your Finishing Needs
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2014 Heartland Cla ssiCs Cruisin’ 
table roCk lake

roCk lane resort

 branson, Mo
oCtober 2 - 5tH

 Kick back on Table Rock Lake, near Branson, Missouri. Have fun with boat 
rentals, lake cruises, scuba diving and fishing, or relax by one of the pools. 
Enjoy  Charlie’s, a great steak & ale restaurant and Tiki Bar with live enter-
tainment. Rock Lane Marina is a full service Marina with covered boat slips. 

A family vacation destination with an island attitude.

www.RockLane.com  |  800.ROCKLANE  |   (800) 762-5526

ROCK LANE RESORT AND MARINA 

611 Rock Lane Rd, Branson, MO 65616



2014 Heartland Cla ssiCs Cruisin’ 
table roCk lake

roCk lane resort

 branson, Mo
oCtober 2 - 5tH

This event is known for its Cruisin’ & Eatin’ and Eatin’ & Cruisin’,  
but there will also be a whole lot of tellin’ boat stories, 

exchangin’ pointers and tips, and hugs for old and new.

October 2, 2014 
meet at Rock Lane Resort - Our Weekend Host
611 Rock Lane Rd, Branson, MO 65616
(417) 338-2211
Contact Rock Lane Resort directly  
to reserve your room and dock space
Greet and Meet at Charlie’s Grill

October 3, 2014 daytime cruise up the James River, 
a part of the lake that meanders through the Mark 
Twain Forest and beautiful Ozark stone cliffs, to have 
lunch at Koppie’s Café on the Lake. Evening will 
bring us back together for a low country Cajun meal 
at Dick and Cara Moist’s Ozarks Yacht Club. 

October 4, 2014 a Saturday morning cruise will take 
us to lunch at a new lakeside eatery called the Rocks 
in Kimberling City. Afternoon is open for free cruis-
ing, Branson activities, or an auction at the site of 
the largest outboard motor collection.  Then, back to 
the Thompsons! John and Carolynn have invited the 
whole crew to enjoy an Ozark meal and the amazing 
décor of their lake home.

October 5, 2014 the morning cruise will take us 
south to Big Cedar Lodge for Sunday brunch before 
ending the 2014 season of events.

Early fall in the Ozarks with warm days, cooler nights, and quiet waters. . . .  
the perfect time for Classics Cruisin’ on Table Rock Lake.
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A stormy sky greeted early 
birds to the “Mahogany & 

Chrome Boat Show” at Grand 
Lake in northeast Oklahoma.  
But that would never dampen 
the appetites of Heartland  
Classic boaters. So we started 
off at Pensacola Pizza where 
friends picked up where they 
had last left off in talking about 
boats and kids and boats and 
travels and boats.

The mid-day Friday 
weather was a bit 
threatening for most 
participants with winds 
stirring the water 
and clouds tumbling 
overhead. But our 
land vehicles found the 
way around the north 
side of the lake to The 
Aqua Bar & Grill at 
the Landings Marina 
for a really great lunch 
– and just a bit of 
shopping, too.

Then the sun came out! Many launched their boats for short 
cruises on their own or got set up at the dock. George Reaves, 
chapter president, called a business meeting at 3:00. Discussion 
was held about the 2015 event dates. Also, Eric Grimshaw was 
elected Chapter Secretary.

Many participants boarded Dan 
and Alicia Diehl’s finally fin-
ished, beautifully restored 35’ 
Chris Craft Sea Skiff named 
Checkmate to ride to the 
“All – you – can – eat” shrimp 
boil dinner at Waterway Café 
at Harbors View Marina. Oh 
my, it was good and you truly 
could stuff yourself.

Lunch

Mahogany     ChroMe
Boat Show 2014 ~ Grand Lake, ok
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Rain, Rain, go away – and it did!

Friday Morning

All you can eat shrimp

On Board Checkmate



Saturday was a great 
day for members and 
the public to view 
antique and classic 
boats at the Arrow-
head Marina Docks 
on Grand. Judging 
took place by Power 
Squadron volunteers 

(for safety checks), standards judging and Youth Judging, 
sponsored by Hagerty Insurance and led by Darren Arnold and 
Angela Beachner. Who could complain about clouds for shade, 
a breeze for comfort, and NO rain?

The Grand Finale was a 
delicious banquet buffet on 
the deck of the Arrowhead 
Yacht Club. Paul Hastings 
was awarded the President’s 
Cup to acknowledge his 
continuous support of the 
Heartland Classics Chapter 
and specifically this year for 
hosting chapter members for 
an April day in Little Rock, AR 
on the Chief and in the family 
museum. Chuck Gibbs also 
gave a toast to the memory 
of former member and friend 
Mark Monkres.

Appreciation goes to Susan 
Miller who chaired this year’s 
event and her committee 
members; Darren Arnold, 
Phil Hennage, George 
Reaves, and Mike Yancey. 
Special thanks goes to Jim 
Frechette who manned the 
exit ramp on Saturday, Karon 
Wheat who managed the 
finances, and Becky Caddell 
and the Ship’s Store crew.
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9. 10.

11. 12.

13. 14.All you can eat shrimp

Banquet

Grand Lake 2014

Paul Hastings

Chuck Gibbs

Youth Judging

9. Best of Show Jan Marie 
1964 Correct Craft 16’ Compact Skier 
owned by Darren and Jan Arnold 

10. People’s Choice Champagne Taste 
1964 Riva 28’ Aquarama 
owned by Paul Hastings 
 
11. Best Restored Checkmate 
1966 Chris Craft 35’ Sea Skiff 
owned by Dan and Alicia Diehl

12. Best Preserved/Most Original 
Chickadee 
1954 Chris Craft 15’ Cavalier 
owned by Dick and Cara Moist

13. Corinthian Award 
1968 Cobalt 18’ Bubble Deck 
presented to Alex Berry

14. Handsome Transom 
1970 Stevens 18’ Drag Boat 
owned by David Jones

and the gRand winneRs aRe:
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15. Best Chris Craft 
Irish Mist  
1960 Chris Craft 17’ Cavalier  
owned by Rafe and Melanie Hunsucker

16. Best Century 1958  
Love Me Timber  
Century 21’ Coronado  
owned by Kevin and Jeanne Hogan

17. Best Wooden Boat 
Liberty Bella  
1964 Chris Craft 20’ Super Sport  
owned by Michael and Angela Beachner

18. Best Non-Wood Boat  
1971 Glastron 15’ GT150  
owned by Phil and Gay Hennage

19. Best Cruiser 
Plaeacian  
1972 Chris Craft 42’ Constellation  
owned by Dan Lorant

20. Best Outboard  
1957 Wizard 19’ El Dorado  
owned by Cliff and Ginny McPhail

21. Safety Award  
Wood Carver  
1965 Carver 17’ Commander  
owned by Don and Kathy Parker

22. Best Display  
owned by Annabella,  
Michael and Angela Beachner

23. Hagerty Youth Judged Award  
Love Me Timber  
Century 21’ Coronado 
owned by Kevin and Jeanne Hogan

24. Furthest Traveled Boat  
Blue Moon II  
1942 Chris Craft 18’ Deluxe Utility  
owned by Jim Frechette
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gRand Lake winneRs 
(Continued)

15. 16.

17. 18.

19. 20.

21. 22.

23. 24.
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411 W Ketchum Ave | Ketchum, OK 74349
Phone: 918-782-3251 | Fax: 918-782-3966

Email: info@JonesHardware.US 
Shop Online: www.joneshardware.us

THE #1 SOURCE ON GRAND LAKE  
for Winches, Steel Cables and Wire Rope.

All the materials you need for dock maintenance! 
Winches from 9,000 to 130,000lbs.

Wire Rope & Steel Cable from 9,000lbs. to 130,000lbs.  
Wire Rope & Steel Cable from 1/4" to 3/4".

Hand & Power Tools • Electrical • Plumbing • Hardware • Lawn & Garden
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I I was fortunate in that my family, for as 
long as I can remember, has always had 

some kind of lake cottage and some kind of 
boat. The first was on a small lake in Mas-
sachusetts and was just a tent with a buck-
et for a bathroom. We had an old, heavy 
wood rowboat that my father updated with 
a Johnson 5 and a half outboard. It was so 
slow that my dad let me take it out alone 
when I was just 6 or 7 years old.

In 1954 we moved to New Hampshire 
and another lakefront cottage that is still 
in our family today. The house came with 
an aluminum rowboat that totally changed 
the boating dynamic. We had only been 
at the house a few days and my father 
was at work. I asked my Mom to help 
me mount the 5 and a half on the new 
boat and neither of us had any idea what 
a difference the lesser weight of the new 
boat would make. Because she knew I had 
experience with the old wooden boat, she 
set me out in the new one. As I slowly ac-
celerated the nose of the boat lifted higher 
and higher until I was afraid it might go 
right over backwards. Then the bow began 
to drop and the boat took off faster and 
faster. I had never been more excited or 

more scared! I think my mother was quite 
shocked but she saw me handle the boat and 
I had a wonderful summer speeding about 
the lake. Not bad for a seven year old!

The boats got a little bigger as my broth-
ers and I wanted to water ski but I don’t 
remember anything bigger than a Feather 
Craft with an Evinrude Big Twin, 35 HP I 
believe. We always had summer jobs but 
every afternoon when we came back to the 
lake we would take turns pulling each other 
around the lake. Life was good!!

After 5 years of college and four years 
in the Air Force I was married and living 
in New Hampshire. I had been playing in 
bands in Tucson and in England while serv-
ing my country and continued to play music 
after my discharge. By now my instrument 
of choice was the pedal steel guitar that 
was widely used in country music. Because 
of this popular but difficult to play instru-
ment, I never really had any trouble getting 
work in bands. Being a musician left a lot 
of free time so a friend put me to work 
helping him restore a 36’ wooden sailboat 
from the 1930’s. I enjoyed the work even 
though it was mostly scraping, sanding, 

stripping, more sanding and painting. All 
the work was worth it when we finally 
were able to drop it in the ocean.

Being a musician took a toll on my mar-
riage and I was divorced in 1978 and 
moved to Austin to further my music 
career. I joined a band that featured a  
female singer who, eight years later,  
would become my wife. We just didn’t 
know it yet. 

This is a picture from 1986. Our band 
was in a contest to win a bunch of money 
($5,000) and the winner of the contest 
would open a big show in San Antonio 
headlined by George Strait, Ricky Skaggs, 
and The Judds.  You may not be a country 
music fan but in 1986 this was Really Big!  

Member Profile   
JIM AND CINDY FRECHETTE  AUSTIN, TX

It’s a Wonderful Life... Full of Boats and Music
Story by: Jim Frechette



We did win and did the show in front of 
20,000 people.  No pressure there!

I needed a day job to supplement the 
meager pay of the music world and remem-
bered my work on the sailboat. I found a 
1956 Chris-Craft Holiday that needed some 
work and thought that maybe I could fix it 
up and sell it. I did fix it but discovered how 
much fun it was to use. I needed another 
project and bought a 1959 Century Coro-
nado to restore and sell. The man that sold 
me the Coronado had several boats and 
asked me to restore another one of his and 
I was in business as Fleetwood Boats.

I had read about boat shows in various 
parts of the country but back then they 
were few and far between. I decided that I 
would put together a show and see if there 
were any other wood boats in this part of 
the country. The first show was on June 
5, 1983 and we had seven boats, two of 
which were mine, the Chris-Craft and the 
Century. I had to tow the Century to the 
show because I had no one else to drive it! 
There were boats from Austin, Dallas and 
Houston. We had a great time just getting 
together to talk about wooden boats and 
vowed to do it again the next year. The 
Austin Wooden Boat Show is still in op-
eration today. People who met at this show 
went on to start their own boating groups 
in Dallas (The Wooden Boat Associa-
tion), in Houston (Wooden Boat Owners 
Association of Texas) and eventually the 
Southwest Chapter of ACBS.

I first joined ACBS in the early 1980’s. Back 
then there were only a few chapters so you 
were only a member of the larger group. I 
wanted to start a chapter in Texas but they 
were having some internal management 
issues, (so I was told) and we could not 
make it happen. John Harvey finally got 
the Southwest Chapter started in the early 
1990’s, I believe, but I am not sure about 
the date. We were having a Dallas Boat 
Show at Los Colinas in those days.

Another group of people probably headed 
by Larry Hinton started a boat club and 
show in Oklahoma. That club eventually 
became the Heartland Classics Chapter. I 
was a charter member of that as well as the 
Southwest Chapter.

I was President of the Southwest Chapter 
at one point but failed miserably because I 
forgot about the annual meeting as I was 
on a cruise on the Tennessee River with 30 
other antique boats.

I have taken a boat to shows in Texas, 
Oklahoma, Missouri, Tennessee, Alabama, 
Florida and New Hampshire.

Being in the boat restoration business has 
been a wonderful experience. I have met 
many great people and seen the insides of 
dozens of boats of all shapes and sizes. I 
have been able to steer potential buyers 
away from bad boats and help others 
restore the family heirloom. It excites me 
when I see a boat I restored many years 
ago still being enjoyed today.

I have served on the International Judging 
Committee of the ACBS helping to write 
standards and was a judge at the Inter-
national Show at Table Rock Lake. I have 
judged at Keels and Wheels many times as 
well as Grand Lake and other shows. Judg-
ing is a difficult experience in that not many 
people, myself included, really have the 
knowledge to know what was original and 
what was not. At the International Show I 
was very impressed with the backgrounds 
and skill levels of the judges. That level of 
expertise is something you do not see at 
our local shows. I would probably do away 
with judging at the local level other than 
such categories as People’s Choice, Skip-
per’s Choice, etc.

Picking a favorite boat is a lot like picking 
a favorite child as they are all different. My 
1940 Red and White has been a favorite 
for almost 25 years and “Moxie”, my 1930 
Chris Craft has been with me for nearly 20 
years. Right now I would say that my 1946 

25’ Chris-Craft Sportsman is really nice to 
have.  It has a combination of power and 
comfort that you do not find in many boats 
and I could just cruise for hours in it. Lately 
I have been having a lot of fun with my 
1942 Chris-Craft 18’ Utility, “Blue Moon 
II”. It has a really nice trailer so I have taken 
it to the Tavares show the last two years.

I have had a wonderful life doing the two 
things that mean the most to me, boating 
and playing music. I have always had the 
support of my family and we all know how 
important that is to everyone’s happiness. I 
am now semi-retired from boat restoration, 
which means I only do the projects that are 
of interest to me. I will always have a boat 
in the shop as I can’t seem to live without 
sandpaper in my hand.
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To participate in the Member Profile feature, please 
submit a story about your boat’s history and photos to: 
Forrest Bryant, Editor: forrestdbryant@gmail.com



What makes an object float? It’s simple: if an object is less
dense than water, it will float. As an object is submerged in
water, it displaces water according to how much it weighs.
Water will push against the object with a force equal to the
weight of water that is displaced.

How much water is displaced is determined by the density of
the object. Density is the measure of how much mass is in an
object related to its volume. A basketball and a beach ball may
have the same volume, but the basketball weighs more so it is
denser than the beach ball. A steel boat can weigh a great deal
but it has a large volume and will displace enough water to
match its own mass, so it floats.

Buoyancy is the upward force we need from the water to
stay afloat, and it’s measured by weight. Buoyant forces are
why we feel so much lighter when we’re in a swimming pool or
bathtub. Our bodies are
mostly water, so a
person’s density is fairly
close to that of water.
Because of this, an
average person only needs
about seven to 12 pounds
of additional buoyancy to
float. A life jacket provides
that extra lift.

The material inside a
life jacket traps air when
the jacket is submerged.
The trapped air weighs
much less than the weight
of the water it displaces,
so the water pushes up
harder than the jacket
pushes down, allowing the
life jacket to remain
buoyant and float. This
buoyancy is strong enough to hold up
additional weight without sinking.

Life jackets are measured according to
how much additional weight they can sup-
port. Jackets for adults provide at a min-
imum, 15.5 pounds. Some range up to 22
pounds of additional buoyancy. Since the
average adult only needs seven to 12
pounds of additional buoyancy to float, a
life jacket does not have to support the
entire weight of the human body. Instead
it supports those seven to 12 pounds. 

Types of Life Jackets:

The outer shell of a life
jacket is usually made of nylon
or vinyl with the material that
keeps the life jacket afloat sewn
inside. There are three classifica-
tions of life jackets, depending
upon the substance inside:
inherently buoyant, inflatable,
and hybrid.

An inherently buoyant life is one that provides buoyancy
through the use of closed-cell foam. These jackets are called
inherently buoyant because a person does not need to do any-
thing to activate the flotation. Historically cork, balsa wood, and
kapok were used, but today the most commonly used materials
are plastic foams, such as polyvinyl chloride and polyethylene.
Generally they are rugged and low maintenance. There are sizes
available for both adults and children. 

An inflatable life jacket has cartridges of carbon dioxide gas
sewn into them. When activated, the cartridge releases gas that
fills the chambers of the inner bladder of the jacket. Some
models will activate automatically when the jacket is submerged

and manual models require the
wearer to pull a tab to activate the
inflation. Both styles also have a
tube that a person can blow into to
provide more buoyancy or to
release air if the jacket is too tight.
Inflatable jackets are not approved
for use on personal watercraft (jet
skis) or while skiing for being
towed behind a boat. They are only
approved for persons 16 years of
age or older.

Hybrid life jackets are a mix
of inherently buoyant and manual
inflation jackets. These jackets can
be best for non-swimmers and
people who are not comfortable
around water. The inherently
buoyant portion of the jacket will
give instant flotation, yet allow the
jacket to be less bulky than a full
life jacket. Once in the water the
inflatable portion of the jacket
added to the foam flotation will
keep the wearer afloat until rescue.

No matter which type of
jacket you choose, the most impor-
tant step to take is to physically
wear it!

Boat SAFE
Be Buoyant

with Erika Brooks

1

Life Jacket or PFD?
Life jacket or personal flotation

device? All life jackets are PFDs, but
not all PFDs are life jackets. A
throwable cushion or ring buoy is
considered a PFD but not a life jacket
because it is not meant to be worn.

MJ 14 Magazine_KDWP Magazine  8/12/14  10:33 AM  Page 1

12 Reprinted with Permission by Kansas Wildlife & Parks magazine, May/June 2014
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then we need to talk.

IF YoU

LONG FOR OPEN WATER

LOVE THE FEEL OF A FRESHLY SANDED PLANK
DON’T LIKE STAYING BETWEEN TWO PAINTED LINES

LIVE LIFE ONE COAT OF VARNISH AT A TIME
GIVE ALL DIRECTIONS USING PORT AND STARBOARD

KNOW THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN ROPE AND LINE

SET YOUR DESTINATION AS THE HORIZON

SEARCH OLD BARNS FOR BOATS

We know your commitment because we live it every day. Our passion for 
classics drove us to develop the first Agreed Value coverage for vintage boats 
almost 30 years ago. Today we offer coverage tailored to your needs, extensive 
lifestyle resources, club discounts, initiatives that help get young people 
involved in the hobby, vintage boat expertise and best service available.  

So keep your eyes on the horizon and the wind in your hair. With Hagerty.877-922-3398  |  HAGERTYMARINE.COM

CLASSIC BOAT INSURANCE
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Some think of restoring 
boats as restoring runabouts. 
At Howard Classic Boats we 
restore and work on cruis-
ers as well as runabouts and 
utilities. We also restore steel 
and aluminum Chris Craft 
Cruisers from 31' to 42'

Our number one commitment 
is to preserve and advance 
the enjoyment of Antique and 
Classic Boats. 

We are now in our new fa-
cility, with 6,000 square feet 
of space to better serve you. 
We invite you to come by for 
a tour.

Restoration 
• from the keel up including wood or steel replace-

ment, finish, engine, wiring and mechanical items. 
Single Item
• Refinish, 5200 Bottom job, hull paint or varnish, 

engine, electrical and mechanical

Minor to Major Repairs and General Services

250' of covered docks used for boats waiting to go 
to the shop, service that can be accomplished in 
the water and visitors to the shop.

Facility: 35602 S. 4467 Rd., Vinita, OK 74301
Telephone: 918-782-1855, 918-693-1855

Fax: 918-782-9026

Visit our new website: www.howardclassicboats.com
Email: bhoward918@allegiance.tv

Contact Howard Classic Boats

Boat Classifications are as follows:

• Historic pre-1919
• Antique 1919-1942
• Classic 1943-1975
• Late Classic 1976 up through 25 years old
• Contemporary Wooden Boats newer than 25 years
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One of my 
favorite 

outboard motors 
is the 3 hp John-
son/Evinrude. 
There are many 
around. New and 
used parts are 
readily avail-
able. They weigh 
around 30-40 
pounds. They are 

reliable, simple, easy to start, and can be put on any small 
boat for fishing or crusing. You can have some great fun 
with your children or grandchildren on a small lake.

The 3 hp I am talking about was made between 1950 and 
1976. The coils are all the same and use the same coil on 
many motors up to 1970 and up to 35 hp. The points 
and condensers interchange with motors up to 1973 and 
9.5hp. The carburetor kits are the same from 1952-67. 
Impellers are the same from 1952-1978 and several mo-
tors up to 7.5hp.

The Evinrude version 3hp was model 30XX and was called 
the Lightwin, Ducktwin or Yachtwin. 
 
They were offered with rigid or folding lower unit. The 
Johnson 3 hp were model JW-XX.

These motors turn in a clockwise direction. They have 
rubber water impellers and the blades can be damaged by 
turning the motor flywheel counterclockwise.

Start by slowly cranking the motor over with the spark 
plugs in and you should feel resistance. Remove the the 

two spark plugs. Check each cylinder for compression with 
a compression checker if you can. The compression should 
be at least 60 pounds and both should be within 5 pounds 
of each other. The compression should increase after you 
are able to run it. If you do not have a checker, put one 
spark plug in at a time and check the resistance. It is more 
important that both be close to equal compression.

Now check the fire on each cylinder. If you are working 
by yourself, you probably need a spark checker. You can 
usually find one under $5.00. You will need to check the 

points if there is no 
fire. You can see the 
opening of the points 
and adjustment to 
.020 without taking 
the flywheel off. You 
will need a wheel puller 
to replace the coils or 
condensers.

The water pump impeller can be inspected or replaced by 
removing 4 screws. The drive shaft is withdrawn with the 
gear case. Replace the “O” ring at the upper end of the 
drive shaft and coat the spline at the upper end of the drive 
shaft with water resistant grease. Make sure top end of 
water tube is attached then carefully slide drive shaft into 
crankshaft and water tube into grommet.

The gas tank should be clean. Four screws remove the 
recoil housing and gas tank. Shut the gas off and remove 
the gravity feed copper line connecting the gas tank to the 
carb. Inspect tank for old gas and opening of the shut off 
valve for fuel feed. ToonBrite or small gravel can clean up a 
badly gummed up aluminum tank. 
 

Classic Outboards



If the motor has set, 
a carb clean or a kit 
may be necessary. Take 
apart the carb and put 
all metal parts in carb 
cleaner. One gallon of 
carb cleaner can be 
purchased at an auto 
parts store. Blow out 

all the small openings in the carburetor with compressed 
air. Open the butterfly in the carb opening and be sure the 
4 small holes that feed the fuel are open. 
 
Final adjustment must be made when the motor is in oper-
ation. Clockwise rotation on both needles leans the mixture 
however the high speed needle must be adjusted first. 

You can Google 3 hp Johnson/Evinrude to get a look at 
these motors. aomci.org is a good source for part sup-
pliers, nymarine.com for paint and decals, and your local 
Evinrude Dealer and NAPA auto parts stores (Sierra Ma-
rine) are parts suppliers.

Put some fresh fuel in your tank, open the shut off valve, 
open the vent valve at the top for the tank, set the run 
lever to Start, pull to choke lever out, pull the recoil and 
enjoy the fruits of your labor. Nothing is more fun than 
messing with boats and outboard motors. Good luck with 
your project.
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By: Bill Buchanan

Classic Outboards

A Message from the Editor:

Classic Outboards is a new feature section that 
will appear in upcoming issues of Mahogany and 
Chrome. We are are soliciting stories from Heart-
land members for future issues. Stories can be 
anything pertaining to classic outboards including 
collecting, restoration, repair or just a story about 
your outboard boat and motor. 

Thanks a million to Bill Buchanan for providing 
us with the first Classic Outboard story. We look 
forward to receiving your story. Send stories and 
photos to: forrestdbryant@gmail.com

Handy specs for these motors:
Spark plug gap .030

Spark plug type: Champion J4J, AC M422K, 
Autolite A21X 

Fuel ratio 24:1 before 1964,
50:1 1964 and later

Shear pin - 1/8” X 13/16” long

Carb setting, Normal initial setting 
low speed IN is 1-1 1/2 turns 

high speed HN is 1/2-3/4 turns

 N
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A fastener, a boat screw or any other wood screw is just that,  
a fastener, not a clamp. Do not use the screw to pull a board  

into place use some other means to clamp the two pieces together. 
The wood screw is just a means to keep the two pieces  
permanently attached. 

Always pre-drill both the piece being fastened and the one be-
ing fastened too. Use a tapered bit such as a Fuller for the piece 
receiving the tapered threaded protion of the wood screw. This will 
achieve maximum holding power. Make sure the unthreaded portion 
of the screw fits the hole in the piece being fastened. This is critical! 
Too tight and you might split the board or have it split later. Too 
loose of a fit and you will not achieve water tight seal necessary 
when the wood expands or contracts according to moisture contact. 

Again, a matched set of Fuller tapered bits with matching counter 
sinks and plug cutters will last most of us a lifetime. 

For, srewdrivers always use the correct size drive bit for the screw 
being driven or removed. A phillips head (now type 1, 2 or 3 cross 
point) will not properly fit a Frearson or a Reed and Prince screw. 

Remember, a cheap screwdriver is the most expensive tool in  
your toolbox. 

Many boatbuilders, especially those near salt water, prefer a screw 
with a full-body shank. Unlike the reduced shank of a typical roll-
threaded screw, the full-body diameter shank completely fills the 
clearance (or body) hole boatbuilders usually drill in the first board. 
This creates a rather good seal as water swells in the wood, and 
also helps prevent the rot that may result from the trapped mois-
ture. At one time, all screws had machine-cut threads and a shank 
diameter equal to the outside diameter of the screw thred. Modern 
high speed screw making equipment produces an extruded thread 
screw with a reduced shank diameter, and has largely eliminated the 
slower to produce cut thread screw many boatbuilders prefer. 

Area in red is 
most critical  
and often over-
looked by many 
boat builders.

Antique  &  Classic  Restoration

By: Terry MonkresSo What is a Boatbuilding Screw?

Reduced Shank
Roll-Threaded

Screw

Full Body Shank
Boatbuilding 

Screw



What Length Do I Use?
Unfortunately, there is really no hard and fast rule concerning the 
appropriate screw length. Sometimes you don’t have much choice as 
to length because of the joint configuration. In general, though, the 
screw should always go through the thiner piece first, and thread 
into the thicker piece. 

In choosing length, try to have about 
2/3 of the screw threaded into the 
“secondary” piece, as shown. As the 
thickness of the lumber or fastener 
length increases, though, this ratio can 
be reduced so that only 1/2 of the shank 
is threaded into the secondary piece. 

Fastener Metals
Selecting the proper fastener material is not always easy. As you 
know, each type of metal is designed for a different application. Here 
is a quick breakdown on different types of metals.

Stainless Steel: Stainless steel screws are the work horse for mod-
ern boatbuilding or exterior woodworking applications. They provide 
great corrosion resistance while remaining affordable. Hardened 
steel screws are more common in the woodworking environment but 
cannot be used in a corrosive environment. Stainless steel is available 
in a wide range of engineered grades, each with its own designation 
number and specific properties. Only a few grades are suitable for 
fasteners-those that can be cold headed easily and have adequate 
torsional and shear strengths. The 300 series stainless steels are the 
most popular- “18-8” grades contain very little carbon, about 18% 
chromium and 8% nickel - giving them good corrosion resistance. In 
our opinion, 304- and 305- series stainless steel is not that much of 
a step-up from 18-8. But, 316 series stainless contains molybdenum, 
which significantly increases corrosion resistance, strength and of 
course the cost. Use stainless steel cautiously below the waterline. 
Stainless steel cannot be in an anaerobic environment. If the screw 
is immersed in “still water” with no oxygen the corrosion-resistant 
film, chromium oxide, will not be allowed to form. Without the chro-
mium oxide film the screw will suffer from galvanic corrosion and 
eventual failure. Galling- When using stainless steel nuts and bolts 
especially when they are larger in size always remember to lubricate 
with an antiseize compound. This will prevent the nut from binding 
on the thread (known as galling or cold-welding).

Silicon Bronze: Silicon bronze is primarily used for marine boatbuild-
ing, although many people appreciate the look it can provide with 
Western Red Cedar or Redwood because the screws will eventually 
blend into the color of the wood. Silicon bronze screws provide ex-
cellent corrosion resistance but are soft and require a carefully sized 
pilot hole to avoid breakage. (Prethreading the hole with a steel 
screw will certainly help as will drilling twice once for the root diam-
eter and once for the shank. Using a Step drill is another alternative. 
In all cases you should lubricate the screw with Ackemucky and be 
conscious of the torque you are exerting. 

Brass: Brass is surprisingly strong but a very soft metal. Brass 
screws also demand a carefully sized pilot hole to avoid installation 
breakage. Brass is the traditional choice for a non-corrosive metal 
and provides a classic look and feel to any project. 

Galvanized: Galvanized fasteners are Grade 2 Steel, hotdippped in 
a zinc coating to protect against corrosion. Galvanized are the least 
expensive metal choice for the corrosive marine environment.
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JD’s Decoder | Compatible Metals Finder
The metals closer together in this table can be used together. 

Metals farther apart should not be used together.  
For instance, bronze and copper can be used together;  

aluminum and copper should not. 

Mercury
Monel
Nickel

Bronze (Silicon)
Copper

Brass (Red)
Bronze (Aluminum)

Gun Metal
Brass (Yellow)

Bronze (Phosphor)
Tin

Lead
Steel (Stainless)

Iron
Steel (Mild)
Aluminum
Cadmium

Galvanized (Iron and Steel)
Zinc

Magnesium

Fastener Head Styles

 *Technical Fastener Details courtesy of Jamestown Distributors

 N



Andrew Jackson Higgins, the youngest of ten children,  
was born in Columbus, Nebraska in the year 1886. He de-

veloped a passion for boats at a very young age. He built his first 
boat at the age of twelve. His love of boats led to the beginning 
of what was to become the Higgins Boat Company.

In the early years (pre-war) Higgins produced boats for both 
commercial and recreational use. Higgins developed what was 
referred to as a spoon-billed inboard work boat which was 
dubbed the Eureka and became very popular in the deep south.

As the clouds of war began to form Higgins Industries found 
themselves to be in the right place (New Orleans) to produce 
practical and efficient vessels should we be drawn into war.
When President Roosevelt declared war on Germany and 
Japan, A.J. Higgins was ready to respond. Higgins Industries 

was awarded a government contract to produce various assault 
vehicles that would include P.T. (Patrol Torpedo) boats. They 

ranged in length to upwards of 80’ and were designed to attack, 
strafe and sink larger war-ships using torpedoes and .50 caliber 
machine gun fire at speeds of over 40 mph. They were also un-
der contract to build LCVP (Landing Craft Vehicle Personnel) for 
the invasion of Normandy.

By 1943 Higgins Industries had grown to seven plants and em-
ployed upwards of forty thousand workers, seven days a week, 
24 hours a day to meet war-time demands.
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History of the  
 Higgins Boat Company      by Marge Morris

Freedom, 1948, 19’ Deluxe Runabout 
owned by Duff Daily of Stuart, FL



Higgins was a pioneer in utilizing plywood in the construction of 
boats for commercial, war-time and pleasure use which greatly 
reduced the necessity of pre-soaking hulls prior to use.

Following the war Andrew J. returned to building commercial and 
pleasure craft offering affordable boats to returning Veterans and 
the American public.

A.J. Higgins died in 1952 leaving Higgins Industries to his son.
By the early 1960s, the absence of government contracts coupled 
with the widespread use of fiberglass led Higgins Industries to 
cease operation in 1963.

At the premier of the movie Saving Private Ryan, Steven Speilburg 
paid tribute to Higgins Industries for it’s war-time contributions.

More info about Higgins and the Higgins Classic Boat Association 
can be found on our web page  www.higginsclassicboats.org.  
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Jeff Oppenheimer receiving award  
for The Andrew J. Higgins at the 

ACBS International Show at Table Rock.

1960 Higgins Mandalay owned by Paul & Marge Morris. 
A four year restoration almost complete.

Tequila Gold, a 1963 18’ Higgins Mandalay owned by  
Heartland Classics member Paul Hastings. Paul has one of the 

largest collections of Higgins Boats in the the country. 

Foxy Lady won Best Preserved at the 2012 ACBS  
International Boat Show at Table Rock Lake, MO

History of the  
 Higgins Boat Company      by Marge Morris

MARQUE CLUB NEWS 
Higgins Classic Boat Assoication

 N



Beaver Lake Rendevous 2014
A spur of the moment cruise on beautiful Beaver Lake, put 

together by Chuck Ellsworth and Ervin Capps. We met 
at Lost Bridge Marina around 9:00am, launched the boats and 
started cruising at 10:15. We had a total of 11 boats and 23 
people plus Kevin and Jeannie Hogan’s yellow lab Harley.  
 
 

The cruise began with a tour around Beaver Dam then down 
the lake to Hog Killer Cove then off to the cove with the castle. 

Sharkeys Marina was our lunch site where we took our great 
group photo. From Sharkeys more cruising with some of the 
group ending up at Guy McCollum’s dock for a cold beer and a cool 
dip before loading boats and and heading home. A Great Cruise!

Kevin and Jeanne Hogan & Harley

John Thompson

Ervin Capps and Rebecca Pope

Rafe and Melanie HunsuckerWayne and Barbara Barnes

Mike Langhorne and Friends

Heartland Classics Group Ken Cush 23’ Pickle Fork 496 Big Block 600hp

By: Forrest Bryant

 N



PROPS 

USCG Captain Terry Hart 
573-365-3382 | 573-216-1600 
Lake Ozark, Missouri 65049

Restoration & Repair of classic 
wooden boats.  

We also have a selection of wooden 
boat projects and parts.

& RUDDERS

www.hartdivingandsalvage.com

Diving & Salvage, Inc.

A Division of

HART 

Cruisin in Jack Pryor’s Cavalier

Chuck and Grace Ellsworth

Lunch at Sharkeys

Jerry and Becky Caddell

Forrest and Kally Bryant



Whether you come to be part of the action or just need to get away from it all, Bass Pro Shops’  
Big Cedar Lodge is perfect for your next family vacation or romantic getaway. Explore the beautiful 

Ozarks by renting a boat from our Marina, treating yourself to a carriage ride at Cedar Mountain Stables, 
or enjoying a refreshing walk on our paved Hiking Path. Then indulge yourself at the spa or one of our 

outstanding restaurants before you unwind in your own luxurious, private log cabin or lodge room.

Nine miles south of Branson
1-800-BCLODGE (1-800-225-6343)

www.bigcedar.com

Nine miles south of Branson
1-800-BCLODGE (1-800-225-6343)

www.bigcedar.com
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Skaneateles, here we come
To the place of boating fun

Where antiques and classics play in the sun
I’m betting the setting is better than a post card letter

A clear blue Lake is waiting there
Excitement’s building in the air

Just man the launch and meet us there
Skaneateles, here we come

Above lyrics created by Finger Lakes Chapter President, Jack Gifford to be sung to the tune of  
CALIFORNIA, HERE I COME

Words and Music by AL JOLSON, BUD DeSYLVA and JOSEPH MEYER. Copyright © 1924 (Renewed) WB MUSIC CORP., STEPHEN BALLENTINE MUSIC
(c/o The Songwriters Guild of America) and JO-RO MUSIC (c/o LARRY SPIER MUSIC LLC).  All Rights Reserved.  Used By Permission

Skaneateles
H e r e  W e  C o m e

S e p t e m b e r 14–21, 2014
t h e 39t h AC b S A n n uA l m e e t i n g 

&  i n t e r n At i o n A l b oAt S h ow

Pre-Events Hosted by The Finger Lakes Chapter are Sunday, September 14th thru Wednesday, September 17th. 

The Annual Meeting and International Boat Show starts Wednesday September 17th with the reception hosted 
by The Fingers Lake Chapter on the lawn overlooking the lake at Skaneateles Country Club.  

 
Thursday, September 18th starts with a continental breakfast at the Skaneateles Country Club followed by the 
Round Table Discussion at 8:00am. The annual meeting gets underway at 10:00am. Lunch at noon and then 

resume the annual meeting until 4:00pm. 

Friday and Saturday are the boat show and judging. The auction to benefit the ACBS Scholarship will be held 
Friday night and the Awards Banquet will be on Saturday night.  N
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1969 41’ Constellation 
Salon Motor Yacht
Nick Weinsaft owned this boat for 
the past 28 years and this classic is 
now being offered for sale. Always 
in freshwater, she has been lovingly 
used and maintained. 2011 survey is 
available. Liveaboard features include 
two staterooms, full kitchen, roomy 
salon and ample deck areas. 
Length - 41’ 0”, Beam - 13’ 0”
Draft - 2’ 11”, Height - 16’ 3”
Hull material - Mahogany
Power - Twin 427 cid, V8, 300hp 
Generator - Koehler with hush box
Boat is loaded with amenities

Price Reduced to 
$30,000
Located on Table Rock Lake  
since 1985
(417) 338-8566 | (417) 230-3006

The Trading Dock

Find more deals online: 
www.heartland-classics.org/trading-dock/

Trading Dock Policy: Ads placed in the magazine and on-line will 
be billed at the rate of $15.00 for members and $30.00 for non-
members. This is a per issue charge and ads will continue to run 
in the magazine and on-line until you cancel or of course you sell 
your boat or item. We kindly ask you to inform us once your boat 
or item has sold so we can keep The Trading Dock ads current. 

1952 23’ Hacker Overnighter
135 hp grey Marine, less than 10 hours.  
Complete bottom to top restoration. 5200 Bottom, all new 
Mahogany, 19 coats varnish, Sleeps 2, Fully Equipped
Best in Class, Keels and Wheels, Houston 2012
Best in Show, Grand Lake 2012
Custom dually trailer with electric brakes. 

Price Reduced to $39,900
Bill Tordoff | Frisco, CO
970.409.9224

1958 14’ Chris Craft
1958 14ft Chris Craft Comet Kit Boat, 1957 35hp Evinrude Lark, 
Period correct Hilltop trailer

This is a recent garage/barn find “survivor boat”, it appears to be 
all original, no sign of refinishing,

motor runs good and she floats and drives

Price $6,000Darren Arnold | 918.323.1894

To place an ad in the Trading Dock send photos and ad copy 
to Forrest at forrestdbryant@gmail.com 

or Kelli at kellig02@yahoo.com
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Caps
$2000

Each

Available in 7 colors! 
See all colors online.

Each
$3000

Burgees

HEARTLAND CLASSICS

T-Shirts

$1200
Each

To order online visit heartland-classics.org 
or contact Becky Caddell at becky133@centurytel.net

1955 Chris-Craft Commander 42’
2005 ACBS Best of Class Preserved Cruiser—Lake of the Ozarks
Original Chrysler Hemi motors
Recent “down to the wood” refresh sides and bottom
Sides look like fiberglass/Epoxy bottom
New Stainless shafts with dripless packing
Excellent Condition  

1947 Garwood Deluxe Runabout 19.5’
2012 ACBS Best of Class Preserved Runabout—Tablerock Lake
2005 ACBS Best of Class Preserved Runabout—Lake of the Ozarks
Chrysler Crown M7-- recent refresh
Pristine Condition

Asking 
$105,000

Asking 
$135,000

Contact Alan Downey
eaddae1@hotmail.com

573-434-4434 cell

Contact Alan Downey
eaddae1@hotmail.com

573-434-4434 cell

Close Out  
while Supplies Last

Includes S&H

1996 26’ Hacker-Craft Double Runabout 
“Free Spirit”
New bottom just completed by Hacker factory featuring  
new mahogany frames, keels and chines. Triple plank  
west system. New varnish inside and out. New interior, 
banjo wheel, 2 covers, 2nd bilge pump, fume detector,  
Mercruiser 350, 260hp, 155 hrs. New 2012 Loadmaster  
all aluminum tandum trailer. Excellent New Condition!!

Priced at $99,900
Boat is located in Kansas City, MO
Call Forrest Bryant, 816.896.1818

$2000
Each

NOW



Heartland Classics Chapter
9029 NE Sam Ray Rd.
Kansas City, MO 64156
www.heartland-classics.org
heartland-classics@hotmail.com

Watkins Lithographic, established in 1978, is a high 
end commercial printer that specializes in excellent 
quality litho printing and large format display graphics. 

Our equipment is the latest innovative technology, allow-
ing us to deliver the finest quality at cost effective prices. 
Our team of experience professionals are deicated to deliv-
ering uncompromised customer service and satisfaction. 

Call us for your next print project and find out for yourself 
how much better it can be... “The Watkins Difference”

Printer of Award Winning  
Mahogany and Chrome

Watkins has been the printer for Mahogany and 
Chrome since I became the editor back in 2010. 
They deliver excellent print quality and customer 
service at competitive prices. I would highly  
recommend them for your next printing project. 

Forrest D. Bryant
Editor, Mahogany and Chrome

1515 Gentry St. | North Kansas City, Missouri
816.842.3667 | www.watkinslitho.com


