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T   he Heartland Classics boating sea-
son was officially kicked off with 

the Hot Springs Classic event. A 
big plus for those attending was an 
extra day boating the beautiful big 
waters of Lake Ouachita. Pictures 
and complete story in this issue.

Classics Cruisin' is coming up June 4th thru 7th with pre-events 
on Bull Shoals with an evening at Gastons Resort and Restaurant on 
the White River. 

Several Heartland members enjoyed the 20th Annual Keels & 
Wheels show in Seabrook, TX with three of our own members serv-
ing as judges. Read the full report on page 8. 

Mike and Denese Yancey are featured as our Member Profile this 
issue. Read about their Boating Passion starting on page 10.
Kathy Parker has contributed a great article about being a member  
of ACBS, enjoy reading What's it all About on page 20. 

See you at the dock!

George
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mission@ckt.net

Forrest Bryant
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forrestdbryant@gmail.com

Susan Miller
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skmiller@mac.com
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john@thompsoncommunications.net
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Bill Buchanan
Conway, AR
ebuchanan@alliancecable.net

Chuck Gibbs
Tulsa, OK
law4hire@morelaw.com

Kevin Hogan
Olathe, KS
corvettehogan@comcast.net

Class of 2017

Fred Burban
Springfield, MO
rmoist@icloud.com

Dick Moist
Springfield, MO
rmoist@icloud.com

Jack Pryor
Adair, OK
jack@jackpryor.com

Bob Blonstein, President
603 E. 4th Street, Stover, MO 65078
www.paintsplus.com

PAINTS PLUS
1-800-472-4551

Autobody Shop Supplies
Boat Building & Refinishing Supplies

Industrial Abrasives, Paints & Equipment
The Reliable Single Source for All Your Finishing Needs



Classics Cruisin' Table Rock Lake      
Rock Lane Resort near Branson, MO

June 4, 5, 6, 7 
Mahogany & Chrome Boat Show  

 Arrowhead Marina on Grand Lake, OK
Sept. 10, 11, 12, 13

Neighboring Events:
July 17 & 18   17th Annual Antique and Classic Boat Rendezvous 

Sponsored by Clear Lake Chapter of ACBS |  Clear Lake, IA 
Vintage watercraft of all types are welcome.  

This is a non-judged show. 
Contact: Scott Martin - (515)-681-6812  

or mailto: 47garwood@gmail.com 

July 31 – Aug. 1st The Higgins Classic Boat Association Rendezvous 
At the 10th Annual Madison Area Antique & Classic Boat Show

Hosted at the ACBS Glacier Lakes Show.  | Madison, WI. 
Contact: Mark Walters (608) 224-0815  

or waltswoodie@charter.net or www.glacbs.org  
or Marge Morris (515) 243-1845 or morr421@mchsi.com 
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Ports of Call 2015

Welcome to our New Chapter Members
Damon & Gloria Johns Hot Springs, AR 
1960 Magnolia 20’ Cruiser

Eddie Kimes & Brenda Tapson West Plains, MO

PROPS 

USCG Captain Terry Hart 
573-365-3382 | 573-216-1600 
Lake Ozark, Missouri 65049

Restoration & Repair of  
classic wooden boats.  

We also have a selection of  
wooden boat projects and parts.

& RUDDERS

www.hartdivingandsalvage.com

Diving & Salvage, Inc.

A Division of

HART 

Chuck Gibbs
Tulsa, OK
law4hire@morelaw.com

Kevin Hogan
Olathe, KS
corvettehogan@comcast.net

Class of 2017

Fred Burban
Springfield, MO
rmoist@icloud.com

Dick Moist
Springfield, MO
rmoist@icloud.com

Jack Pryor
Adair, OK
jack@jackpryor.com

Michael Fowks died April 7, 
2015 in Kansas City, MO at 

the age of 82.  He had been a mem-
ber of ACBS and Heartland Clas-
sics since 2009 when he and Sally 
first brought their 16’ mahogany 
inboard built from a JamesCraft kit to the Mahogany & 
Chrome Annual Boat Show at Grand Lake. Though having 
a professional career in accounting and auditing, his passion 
for craftsmanship combined with a love of water led him 
to boat building.  In the 1970’s he built a Rhodes 28 sail-
boat which called the Sailboat Club of Grand Lake, OK home 
port.  He and Sally raced, winning multiple sailing honors 
over the years.  Mike built numerous radio controlled air-
planes and model wooden ships, a few which were displayed 
at the 2012 ACBS International Annual Show at Table 
Rock Lake.  After restoring a 1931 Chevy, he went to work 
on the 16’ inboard which we all new as “Sally J”.

Mike is survived by Sally, his wife of 58 years, four children, 
12 grandchildren and 5 greatgrandchildren.
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In Memoriam



The Heartland boating season started out with beautiful weather 
at Lake Ouachita and Lake Hamilton. Saturday produced a few 

rain showers but not enough to put a damper on the boat show at  
Gregg Orr Marine. 

Thursday's cruise on Lake Ouachita was a beautiful day, no wind and 
the large lake was like glass. We encountered some fog at the begin-

ning of the cruise but the beauty of the fog lifting off the water just 
enhanced our cruise experience. 

We boated to the marina at Mountain Harbor, tied off the boats and 
proceeded up the hill to the Mountain Harbor Restaurant where 
we all enjoyed a great meal. Then it was back on the water and a 
cruise to the dam and finally back to the docks. We loaded the boats 
up at the launch ramp and headed back to Hot Springs for dinner at 
Beano's Pizza. 

Friday morning was a short cruise to Clay and Patty Thompson's 
lake house for beverages and pastries. Everyone enjoyed touring the 
house and checking out the progress since last year's show. Back 
to more cruising on Lake Hamilton then to Fisherman's Wharf for 
another great lunch. After lunch was a leisurely afternoon cruising.
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2015 HOT SPRINGS CLASSIC
By: Forrest D. Bryant



The Friday night event was a dinner cruise on the Belle of Hot 
Springs Riverboat. We were served an excellent meal and after 
dinner we took in the beauty of Lake Hamilton from the top deck 

while we cruised. A band on board played a variety of music which 
prompted many to get out on the floor and cut-a-rug. All in all it 
was wonderful day and night on the water. 

At 10am on Saturday 
morning the boat show 
opened up to the public 
at the new docks at 
Gregg Orr Marine. 
Heartland Classics 
Banners were placed 

out on the road to 
let the public know 
there was a classic 
boat show going 
on. Vice President 
Mike Langhorne, organizer of the show, had posters all around 
Hot Springs to promote the show. Attendance for the show was 
pretty steady throughout the day with weather cooperating with 
only a few afternoon showers.

We had a total of 18 
boats and 52 members 
in attendance and a 
very successful show. 
Along with the boats 
John Davenport had 
his 57 Cadillac on dis-
play at the show.  

To cap off a wonderful event weekend was 
our final dinner at Smokin' In Style. Finger 
lickin' good barbeque was served complete 
with cole slaw, baked beans, pecan pie and 
vanilla wafer pudding. 

Awards were given to 
John Thompson for 
Favorite Boat under 
18' and Paul Hastings 
received the award for  
Favorite Boat over 18'. The Hot Springs 
Classic was a perfect kick off for our Heartland 
events. Thanks to Mike Langhorne and everyone who pitched in  
to make this event a big success. See you at Table Rock. 

5
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CLASSICS CRUISIN' 
TABLE ROCK LAKE 2015

 Kick back on Table Rock Lake, near Branson, Missouri. Have fun with boat 
rentals, lake cruises, scuba diving and fishing, or relax by one of the pools. 
Enjoy  Charlie’s, a great steak & ale restaurant and Tiki Bar with live enter-
tainment. Rock Lane Marina is a full service Marina with covered boat slips. 

A family vacation destination with an island attitude.

www.RockLane.com  |  800.ROCKLANE  |   (800) 762-5526

ROCK LANE RESORT AND MARINA 

611 Rock Lane Rd, Branson, MO 65616

Pre-events June 3-4
Wednesday and Thursday 
• Two-day cruise on gorgeous 

Bull Shoals Lake with over-
night stay in Lakeview, AR  
(approx. 90 miles round trip 
on the water) 

• Stops at “Just Jackie’s Restau-
rant” for lunch and Gaston's 
White River Resort for dinner. 

• Cruise back, lunch at Wagon 
Wheel Resort & Café, then on 
to Sugarloaf Marina and drive 
over to Rock Lane Resort.

Weekend events June 4-7
• Meet and greet at Charlie’s 

Steak Ribs & Ale for dinner.
• Cruise around the point to 

the Floating Café for breakfast 
• Lunch at Big Cedar Lodge 
• Dinner at the Dick Clark’s 

American Bandstand Theatre 

• Optional sunrise cruise
• Breakfast at Charlie’s
• 41 mile cruise to the Kings Riv-

er Arm, Kings River Marina for 
lunch furnished by Shell Knob 
Chamber of Commerce  

• New docks await us, the  
public is invited to admire our 
classic fleet 

• A casual evening at the Ozarks 
Yacht Club featuring Dick & 
Cara Moist’s famous brisket 

• Sunday cruise departure for 
Chateau on the Lake for break-
fast at Chateau Grill then fare-
wells, and a safe trip home for 
everyone!

An adventure on Neighboring Waterways, this event offers the chance to enjoy extended 
cruising time on Bull Shoals Lake and visit some new scenes on Table Rock Lake. 

 “Oh – the places we will go!”  ~~  don’t miss the show!
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Whether you come to be part of the action or just need to get away from it all, Bass Pro Shops’  
Big Cedar Lodge is perfect for your next family vacation or romantic getaway. Explore the beautiful 

Ozarks by renting a boat from our Marina, treating yourself to a carriage ride at Cedar Mountain Stables, 
or enjoying a refreshing walk on our paved Hiking Path. Then indulge yourself at the spa or one of our 

outstanding restaurants before you unwind in your own luxurious, private log cabin or lodge room.

Nine miles south of Branson
1-800-BCLODGE (1-800-225-6343)

www.bigcedar.com

Nine miles south of Branson
1-800-BCLODGE (1-800-225-6343)

www.bigcedar.com

Whether you come to be part of the action or just need to get away from it all, Bass Pro Shops’  
Big Cedar Lodge is perfect for your next family vacation or romantic getaway. Explore the beautiful 

Ozarks by renting a boat from our Marina, treating yourself to a carriage ride at Cedar Mountain Stables, 
or enjoying a refreshing walk on our paved Hiking Path. Then indulge yourself at the spa or one of our 

outstanding restaurants before you unwind in your own luxurious, private log cabin or lodge room.

MC0311
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The largest display of classic cars and vintage classic 
boats in the U.S., Keels & Wheels celebrated its 20th year. 
This year's featured marques were Packard and Mustang 
cars and Garwood and Hackercraft boats. The cars and 
boats on display are some of the best in the world. 

Grand Marshall 
for this year was 
Dennis Gage host 
of "My Classic 
Car" a television 
show on the ve-
locity channel.

Returning again this year 
is Keith Martin as Mas-
ter of Ceremonies. Keith is 
founder and editor of Sports 
Car Marketing magazine 
and American Car Collec-
tor magazine. He also is the 
co-host of "What's My Car 
Worth" on Velocity Channel. 

Co-Sponsor of Keels & Wheels is the Southwest Chapter 
of ACBS. Between Southwest Chapter and Lakewood 
Yacht Club members a total of 300 volunteers are respon-
sible for seeing that the show runs as smooth as a classic 
runabout on lake water. 

Keels & Wheels benefits Boys and Girls Harbor, a home 
for abandoned and abused children. To date is has raised 
over 1.4 million dollars. Springhill Suites Marriott was 
the boating headquarters. They hosted a Welcome recep-
tion and cocktail party on Friday afternoon for the boating 
group. This was followed by a Welcome reception and 
seafood buffet at Lakewood Yacht Club. The food once 
again was excellent and it was great to get together with 
old boating friends. 

The boat and car show opened Saturday morning with 170 
antique and classic cars and 80 classic boats. There were 
beautiful classic cars and boats everywhere you looked. 
There was a large variety of vendor treats to enjoy through-
out the day. 

C
elebratin

gour

2
0

t
h
An n i v e rs a

r
y

K E E L S  &  W H E E L S
CONCOURS D 'ELEGANCE

Seabrook,  TX  May 2 -3 ,  2015
By: Forrest D. Bryant



The kids Build-A-Boat tent was a popular attraction for 
kids of all ages. The boat was a 8' dinghy. All the wood 
was precut and assembly was by clamps, glue and screws 
driven by a cordless screw driver. Each child that partici-
pated in building received a ticket for a drawing conduct-
ed after the event for their chance to win the finished boat. 

There was also a 5hp outboard that the kids could work on. 
What a great way to get kids involved with our boat hobby. 

Car and boat judging started at 10am Saturday morning 
with the boat awards being presented at 3:30 that after-
noon.Three Heartland Classics members were judges 
again this year; Dan Diehl, Clay Thompson, and  
Jim Frechette. 

Paul Hastings received 
a  Special Recognition 
Award for his  
involvement in Keels & 
Wheels for the last 20 
years.

Heartland Members in attendance at Keels & Wheels
Paul and Linda Merryman, Guy, Jacque and  
Jackson McCollum, Jim Frechette, Danny Holloway,  
Clay and Patty Thompson, Fred and Linda Burban,  
Paul Hastings and Susan Garner
Forrest and Kally Bryant, Dan and Alicia Diehl

Heartland Classics members 
 took home the following awards

Danny Holloway, Yukon, OK
Silver - Classic Runabout Other
1957 16' " The Hafer"

Guy, Jacque and Jackson McCollum, Fort Worth, TX
Best of Class - Classic Glass
1976 Century Gullwing Sabre "Golden Olde"

Paul Hastings, Little Rock, AR
Best of Class - Custom
1965 20' Jones Racing Hydroplane "Green Hornet"

Clay and Patty Thompson, Altus, OK
Silver - Antique Runabout
1930 26' Chris Craft Triple Cockpit Upswept "3 Wishes"

Best of the Best  
Antique Cruiser
Small boat under 40'
1930 26' Chris Craft  
Triple Cockpit Upswept 
 "3 Wishes"
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One of 
my first 

memories of 
the excitement 
associated 
with boat-
ing occurred 
around 1960. 
I was four 
years old and my dad bought tickets to a 
“speedboat” ride on a lake in Missouri. It 
was a wooden boat and, at that time, the 
attraction of “speedboat” rides allowed 
people who would probably never be able 
to afford such a boat, to experience the 
thrill. Indeed as we went speeding down 
the lake with the wind in our face it was 
quite a ride, though short.  Prior to this 
“speedboat” ride I had been in small boats 
mainly used for fishing, and normally us-
ing oars rather than a motor. 

A few years later, still in the early 60’s 
when we were living in Mississippi, I re-
member going to a small lake where public 
swimming was allowed on one end, while 
the rest of the lake was open to boaters. 
Now this lake was what we would call to-
day a large pond. There were a number of 
mahogany wooden boats, many that were 
used to pull water skiers. We often walked 
down to the docks just to admire these 
floating masterpieces that represented an 

acquisition cost that seemed would never 
be financially possible.

However, the introduction of fiberglass 
and the number of competitors that begin 
producing boats lowered the prices and 
enabled more people to buy a boat. A 
few years later in 1967, we had moved 
to Little Rock AR and some friends of 
my parents invited us to join them for 
a weekend at the lake. Now camping 
was not something that appealed to my 
parents that had grown up in their early 
years without electricity or running water. 
They had “camped” so to speak as a way 
of life. But we went anyway and were 
introduced to camping and found, in spite 
of its rustic nature, it could be enjoyable. 
My parent’s friends had a 1961 14-foot 
Razorback brand fiberglass boat with a 
40-horsepower Evinrude engine. 

During this weekend I learned how to 
water ski and the whole family had a 
great time boating. So at the end of the 
weekend my dad mentioned to his friend 
that if they ever decided to sell the boat 
to let him know.  Well the next year my 
dad’s friend had boatitis – the need for a 
larger, more powerful boat – and my dad 
received a call. The price was definitely in 
the range of affordability and we became 
the owners of our first boat.
As a result, in the summer of 1968, we 
started  boating almost every weekend 
on Greers Ferry Lake in northern Arkan-
sas. All my friends learned how to water 
ski behind that boat and they too were 
introduced to boating, and like myself, 
caught the bug. Then after several years 
of constant use it was time to upgrade. 
The price range for various brands of 
boats covered a large range, but we pur-
chased a boat at the cheaper end of the 
price range; a new 15-1/2 foot fiberglass 
Invader tri-hull with a 65-horsepower 
Evinrude motor. 

This boat also was used almost every 
weekend, as I grew up through high 
school and entered college. At the end of 
the summer of 1976 as we were taking 
one last run, the engine, having a number 
of hours of use at wide open throttle, 
came apart. Shortly thereafter my par-
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Mike & Denese Yancey

BOATING PASSION The Journey

Tulsa, OK

Member Profile



ents were in the process of re-locating 
to Kansas City, Mo and at the same time 
I  was just a few hours short of graduat-
ing from college, so I kept the boat with 
hopes that I could get a new engine and 
keep on boating. Unfortunately entering 
the world of work and lack of finances 
delayed such repairs. 

Now one of my key job requirements 
(which some of the non-boating public 
would probably question such a require-
ment—but those who have that boating 
bug can probably identify with) was that 
it would be a Monday thru Friday work 
schedule. This was specifically for the pur-
pose of having weekends free to go boat-
ing and water skiing, even though at this 
point I did not have a  running boat. How-
ever, I still had friends with boats so I could 
continue to get out on the water regularly.

I ended up moving for employment and 
moved the boat with a non-functioning 
engine, still with hopes of repairing it, but 
another move shortly thereafter proved 
that I really needed to let that boat go 
with the expectation that I could purchase 
a replacement boat in the future. 

So, in 1981, and living now in Tulsa OK, 
the dream of boat ownership was still 
strong. So, 10 years after the engine blew 
up in that 1972 Invader boat, in 1986, 
I purchased a slightly used boat. It was 
a 1979 17-1/2 foot Caravelle I/O. Now 

married with two kids, I and the fam-
ily were once again regularly at the lake 
boating and water skiing.  

With respect to what we all know as a 
PROJECT, in the spring of 1991 the tran-

som in the Caravelle was discovered to be 
rotten and leaking. During the winter of 
1991/1992 I began my first boat restora-
tion. I pulled the top off of the lower hull 
and completely gutted the interior and 
removed the floor and all the wood from 
inside the hull, retaining as much as pos-
sible for new patterns and grinding down 
the fiberglass tabs. New stringers were 
cut and I then contracted a local fiberglass 
shop to manufacture the supporting wood 
for the transom and then glass everything 
back in. So in the summer of 1992 we 
were back to boating.

Cruising the lake in my boat was second-
ary to the primary objective of water ski-
ing at this time, but a few years later I be-
gan to change my perspective and found 
immense enjoyment of cruising alone. I 
also was introduced to Grand Lake O’ the 
Cherokees, which previously, with my 
focus on water skiing, I had stayed away 
from due to the rough water that was 
the norm on the weekends. Following the 
purchase of a house on the lake set in mo-
tion a sequence of events that led first to 
the acquisition of additional boats and also 
an introduction to the Heartland Classics 
Chapter of ACBS.

In 2004, the first summer after purchas-
ing the lake house, the time that we could 
be out on the lake in my small Caravelle 
boat was early in the morning because 
when the large cruisers began to ply the 
waters around 10AM, it would become 
too rough. With teenage kids and their 
friends not wanting to relax, but want-
ing to go out in the boat, it was appar-
ent a larger boat was needed. Perusing 
the various websites and classifieds for 
used boats I discovered, in ignorance, 
that small to medium (as in 28 to 40 
feet) wooden cruisers could be purchased 
quite inexpensively. Little did I know the 
cost associated with maintenance and 
upkeep of these wooden cruisers, most 
of which were not small enough to trailer. 
Luckily, I discovered a classic fiberglass 
cruiser for sale at Grand Lake. I went to 
look at it and loved the lines of the boat, 

though it was filthy and had been sit-
ting in a slip for three years unused. It 
was a 1972 (actually built in 1971 and 
delivered to the dealer on Grand Lake in 
November 1971) Chris Craft Commander 
31. Overall the boat appeared to need a 
good cleaning, and the sellers I was told, 
was part of the family that originally 
purchased the boat new. We did get it 
started for a sea trial but it needed some 
additional attention to enable it to achieve 
an adequate RPM range . So, we now had 
a boat large enough to manage the waters 
of Grand Lake, though later it became  
apparent that the engines needed some 
major attention.

So we enjoyed cruising in our new 
purchase in 2005 and  2006. In the 
early summer of 2006 it was time to 
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get serious about engine reliability, so 
we decided to do another restoration 
that would include all the mechanicals as 
well as upgrades to the interior including 
upholstery, flooring, air conditioning, and 
a new generator. 

However, during the time our beloved 
cruiser was out of commission, the need 
for a boating fix had to be addressed. So 
we acquired a late model 27 foot Formula 
in the summer of 2006 enabling us to 
continue boating while the cruiser was 
being refurbished. The Chris Craft Com-
mander was re-launched in 2008 with 
interior upgrades being completed in the 
fall of 2008.

During our years at Grand Lake we 
learned about the annual wooden boat 
show. Every year I went to look at the 
variety of both wood and classic fiberglass 
boats on display.  Having re-launched the 
Chris Craft Commander and interacting 

with some of the members of the Heart-
land Classics Chapter of ACBS I found 
that I was welcome to join and display my 
boat. So in 2009 I became an active mem-

ber and have since had the opportunity to 
serve as a Director as well as co-host the 
Grand Lake show three times.

At this point having restored two fiberglass 
boats, I was interested in learning more 
about the skills associated with wooden 
boats. Though I have not personally owned 
a wooden boat, yet,  I have learned a lot 
about what it takes to restore and main-
tain these examples that take me back to 
that “speedboat” ride in 1960.

It has been several years now since com-
pleting the restoration on the Chris Craft 
Commander, so three years ago another 
project was acquired. It too is a fiberglass 

boat; a 1971 Chris Craft Lancer 23. This 
boat will require improvement in my 
skills at repairing fiberglass, but with the 
available resources within the Heartland 

Classics chapter, knowledge and expertise 
is readily available. Hopefully in the near 
future I will be cruising around the lake in 
this restored boat too.

Boating and the restoration of the boats 
of yesteryear, whether wood or fiberglass, 
is a joy and a passion that can be traced 
to a time when I was quite young and has 
grown as I have. With a grandson now, 
who began boating at 6 months of age at 
the Grand Lake show of Heartland Classics 
in 2012, and who now continues to always 
be ready to go out on the water whether it 

is in the Chris Craft Commander, the Cara-
velle, or the Formula. Maybe he has the 
initial spark that ignites  another genera-
tion with a passion for boating.  

As for my future, is there the potential 
for a wood boat? All I will say is, stay 
tuned – it just might happen.

 N
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A classic boat 
is a sanctuary
where every ride is a ritual
sunsets are more breathtaking
fireworks are more spectacular
and the breeze is more refreshing.

In a classic 
you’re an explorer
with no painted lines to stay between.
Every route is the scenic route
and going nowhere is part of the plan.
Because no matter where you cruise

LIFE’S BETTER IN A CLASSIC.

We believe life’s better in a classic. That’s why we created a better 
policy for classic boats 30 years ago, with Agreed Value coverage, 
no fixed usage limits and claims handled by classic boat experts.

877-922-3398  |  HAGERTY.COM

Classic Car & Boat Insurance • Valuation Tools 
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Fiberglass Runabouts of The 1950s are 
Pure Americana

I am warning you right now. The boats seen 
here, if studied long enough, will bend your 
mind, stretch your smile lines, frag your in-
ternal logic meter, and make you dizzy with 
delight. This is not because they are among 
the earliest fiberglass boats, which in the 
span of a decade replaced the centuries-old 
process of hand-crafting boats out of hard-
wood. It’s also not because they are finished 
in decidedly rebellious colors like turquoise 
and pink, or that they boast enough gleaming 
trim to shame a 1958 Buick. These boats are 
a mix of Jet Age car design and boat func-
tionality — a short-lived cocktail that blos-
somed and browned in just a few years. So 
after even the briefest dive into this offbeat 
little collector segment, these boats make 
you wonder: What kind of beer goggles 
were they wearing in the 1950s, anyway?

While Harley Earl was shaping GM’s 1950s 
Motorama dream cars out of fiberglass in De-
troit, industrious boatbuilders were using the 

same new material to create freewheeling de-
signs that would have been highly impractical 
or nearly impossible with wood. Hard-to-cre-
ate compound curves, soaring fins and unlikely 
shapes suddenly became doable with the mir-
acle of woven fiberglass cloth, polyester resin 
and molds of your own design. Got a swell 
idea for an aqueous version of North Ameri-
can’s F-86 Sabre jet or Buck Rogers’ rocket 
ship? In the 1950s, the DOT and EPA didn’t 
exist, so you could create it in your backyard.

Many did. According to early finned fiberglass 
boat expert Bill Anderson, there may have been 
up to 100 manufacturers. Some were larger, 
existing companies, such as Lone Star and Glas-
tron, and some were small startups. “There 
were just a handful of successful companies, 
and dozens more that did not survive,” he says.

Although Lone Star and Glastron were Tex-
as-based, many of these finny boats were 
made in the Midwest, with others built 
in the East or on the West Coast, such as 
Washington-based Reinell boats. The web-
site fiberglassics.com, Anderson’s billscars.

com and Kevin Mueller’s boatsinthebelfry.com 
all offer interesting glimpses into the genre.

Unified Themes
Whether the models are the fanciful Cadillac 
Sea Lark, Glastron Seaflite, Herter's Eldo-
rado or Lone Star Meteor, characteristically 
these “fiberglassics” share a few common 
traits. First, they are usually smallish in size, 
often 14 to 17 feet, sometimes with skiff-
like flat bottoms. This means they were bred 
for smaller lakes and waterways, while also 
requiring fewer materials, less money and 
simpler engineering to build. The flat bot-
toms, narrow beams and light weight also 
required less horsepower to plane. Second, 
they were usually powered by outboard mo-
tors, although the Chris-Craft Silver Arrow 
was an exception. Typically, motors were 
35–45-horsepower two-stroke twins and 
fours, sometimes used in pairs for more 
punch, until Mercury introduced its game-
changing six-cylinder outboard in 1957. And 
third, their design inspiration was clearly the 
personal innovation of individuals rather than 
committees. What else could explain the 1957 

Classic 
Outboards
Fiberglass Runabouts of the 1950s (photo courtesy of Gabe Augustine)

Fintastic FUN
By: John L. Stein

Reprinted with Permission by Hagerty



Red Fish Shark’s soaring tailfins, the Reinell Jet 
Flight’s ’59 Impala taillights or the Lone Star 
Meteor’s bow design that looks like a cross be-
tween Kermit the Frog and a Karmann Ghia?

As objets d’art, these boats live in the shad-
ows, but as expressions of 1950s opera-
tional art, they’re all heroes. “Car enthu-
siasts know every car,” Mueller says. “But 
when you’re going down the road with 
one of these boats in tow, people go nuts. 
They can’t believe what they’re seeing.”

Indeed, everyone knows of the automobile 
“finned” era that ran from roughly 1948 to 
1963, with peak years of 1955 to 1961. It 
turns out that boats, rather than always fol-
lowing their automotive cousins, may have ac-
tually led the way in some cases. Witness the 
1958 Cadillac Sea Lark, with its tall taillight-
adorned fins that are extremely similar to the 
fins later seen on that most audacious of Cadil-
lacs, the 1959 Coupe de Ville. In other cases, 
be-finned boats seemed to have followed the 
automotive design trends by a couple of years.

The models that stand out today are those that 
committed fully to wild styling, with big fins, 
radical front-ends, bucket-seat interiors, sweep-
ing interior cowling, spacey instrument panels, 
and sometimes even coupe-like top structures.

Best Boats
Due to their low build numbers and lower 
survival rates, these special models are the 
ne plus ultra of fiberglassics today. Ander-
son offers a short list of the most desirable 
models, headed up by the Cadillac Sea Lark, 
the ’59 Caddy look-alike with two known to 
exist. (Incidentally, the Cadillac boat company 
was not affiliated with GM’s Cadillac division. 
Rather, based in Cadillac, Michigan, it was thus 
able to use the name.) He says there are also 
three known spectacularly winged twin-hull 
South Seas Samoans, which were highly pre-
scient of the 1959 Pontiac and 1960 Buick. 
However, Anderson reports there are between 
60 and 70 known Lone Star Meteors. There 

are also more modestly styled, and more 
plentiful, finned fiberglass models extant, 
with the Cutter Jet de Ville a prime example.

In contrast to the U.S. auto industry’s jug-
gernaut production in the late 1950s, fi-
berglass boat output was infinitesimal. For 
instance, Mueller says the Glastron com-
pany produced 3,878 boats of all types for 
1958, compared to 4.6 million cars for the 
auto industry. Even though Glastron was 
actually one of the larger players, he esti-
mates that perhaps only 3,000 wore fins.

From a value standpoint, the beautiful thing 
about fiberglassics, Mueller adds, is that 
they’re way under the radar for car collec-
tors. That makes sense, because they are 
less practical than any car, unless you live on 
the waterfront; you can’t drive them to cars 
and coffee, take a weekend trip or hit cruise 
night on Woodward Avenue. As such, prices 
are amazingly low for the entertainment they 
provide. Mueller figures values range from a 
few hundred dollars for a destitute hulk to 
nearly $40,000 for a perfectly restored desir-
able model. Compared to many of the good 
things in life, that’s more than reasonable.

Aside from the limited market, another factor 
helps keep the prices for these unique boats 
down. They are simple, with very few mechan-
ical parts compared to a vintage car. The en-
gines, whether a period Johnson, Scott, Evin-
rude or Mercury, are equally affordable. And in 
this regard performance was not as Jet Age as 
appearances would suggest, with top speeds 
of 30–35 mph probably typical,given the two- 
or four-cylinder power available in the day.

Sign of the Times
In sum, these boats were made by visionar-
ies, able at the time to turn a wild personal 
idea into reality. Which raises the questions: 
Who would buy them, and why? Because the 
boats were fully usable for family recreation, 
Anderson figures buyers were just ordinary 
folks who liked a bit of excitement in their 

weekend boating. “The real big exotic-finned 
boats were few and far between, but they 
were still normal boats,” he says. “In my view, 
they were no different than a ’57 Plymouth, 
and plenty of regular people bought those.”

I believe the broader answer lies in 1950s 
culture. The Jet Age was on, and the Space 
Age was looming. Chuck Yeager and the 
Bell X-1 had already broken the sound bar-
rier, the secret Lockheed U-2 spy plane was 
a reality, and Alan Shepard would soon go 
into space. And so, at the time, the sky was 
quite literally the limit, with designers like 
Raymond Loewy, Harley Earl, Virgil Exner, 
Brooks Stevens and others all shaping a host 
of products that captured a national fervor 
for flight, speed and performance in every-
thing from cars, trains and bicycles to toys, 
radios and toasters. This super cauldron of 
excitement naturally fused with boating, too.

So began the short-lived wake-jumping flight 
of the fiberglassics, a footnote in boating, 
Americana and design. Although experts in 
this small universe believe most of the really 
unique boats have already been found, there is 
no certainty about this. Unlike with the laser-
accurate Shelby, Ferrari and Porsche regis-
tries, the wonderfully mysterious thing is that 
nearly 60 years later, it isn’t clear how many 
of these boats were even built, or how many 
remain hidden in woods, barns and backyards.

“Every Tucker car ever built is known, so you 
can’t find a Tucker in a barn,” Mueller points 
out. “These boats are a different category, 
because no one has remaining production fig-
ures, except for Glastron. And therefore, no-
body really knows how many are left. Although 
the discovery rate on the exotic stuff has 
dropped way down from 10 years ago, there 
are still important nice boats to be found.”

Since I’ve given up finding a Hemi ’Cuda 
at a neighborhood garage sale, I’m hitting 
the Lake Tomahawk PennySaver right now.
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Ed's Story

In May of 2006 I was scanning the Classified Ads in our local 
newspaper and noticed an ad for a wooden boat. As a longtime 

power boater and admirer of classic wooden boats I called the 
number and discovered it was for a 1950’s vintage boat, motor 
and trailer. I immediately drove to see the craft and found a one 
owner AristoCraft Torpedo 14’ with the original 40hp Mercury 
“Mark 55” Thunderbolt electric start motor on the original Tee 
Nee trailer. It was in excellent condition. Price was right so I left 
a deposit and went to have a trailer hitch installed on my SUV. 

 

Upon towing it home and encountering my wife’s shock 
I began the task of learning about AristoCraft.  To my surprise the 
AristoCraft Co. was still in business, called them and talked with 
the grandson of the Co. founder. Using the dash plaque no. he 
went to granddad’s book and related that the boat was probably 
manufactured in 1954 and was shipped out on Sat. March 5th 
1955 to the Sports Shop in Lemoyne PA. and was probably one 
of four used for tradeshow marketing. That’s where Marlin Fries 
purchased the boat. He lived in Goldsboro PA. on the Susquehan-
na River just across from the site of the  Three Mile Island Nuclear 
Power Plant (TMI) disaster. The boat was kept in his boathouse 
and NO it does not glow in the dark.

Mr. Fries’ son Doug and daughter were selling the boat for their 
mom.  Doug related that the boat had been in storage since the 
hurricane Agnes flood in 1972 on the Susquehanna River. During 
the flood the boat was tethered to the house by a long line and 
allowed to safely float on its own.

Having included my find on the AristoCraft Marque Club Web site 
I received a call from a man from Connecticut who was looking 
for a project AristoCraft and wanted to know if the boat was for 
sale. It was not. He asked to come and look at anyway. A couple 
of weeks later and after much conversation I reluctantly sold the 
boat to him. He kept me informed of his restoration progress. 
Boy was I surprised to see it on the cover of M & C magazine!

I am proud to have been a part of keeping this little gem  
shining brightly.

Aristocraft Torpedo

By: Gerald Gagliardi and Edwin Deaton
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www.heartland-classics.org
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A Note from the Editor

I ssue 1, 2015 of Mahogany & Chrome featured a 1956 Aristocraft 14' Torpedo owned by Gerald and 
Deborah Gagliardi of Lyme, CT. The photos was taken at the 39th Annual ACBS show in Skaneateles, NY. 

After doing some research and consulting with Bill Turner of Aristocraft Boats to confirm that Gerald and 
Deborah were the owners, we  sent them a copy of Mahogany & Chrome so they could see how great it 
looked on our cover. Upon receiving the magazine, Gerald took a photo of the cover and sent it along to 
Edwin Deaton in Carli, PA, the gentleman he purchased the Aristocraft from. 

We got a call from Edwin requesting a copy a of Mahogany & Chrome so he could enjoy a copy of his own. 
In talking with Edwin he related the story about how he acquired the boat and eventually sold it to Gerald. 
After hearing his story I asked if he would be willing to write it up and send some pictures for a follow-up 
artcle. He agreed, so I contacted Gerald to see if he might be willing to do the same thing. He also agreed, 
so now you get to read the The Rest of the Story. 

The Rest of the Story



Gerald's Story

I grew up in North Miami, Florida. My family moved there from Ct. in the 
late 50's. My Dad was a builder and construction guy. I grew up with 

shovels, hammer and nails.

  One afternoon my Dad and I were out on the dock behind our house. 
Someone drove or I should say flew by in a little mahogany boat. They were 
traveling faster than the no wake speed but honestly, so fast there was no 
wake. They docked about ten houses up the canal. It was a house my Dad 
had built. Out of curiosity and a desire to scream at someone, my Dad headed 
up the street. Three hours later he pulled up to our dock with the boat. He 
had bought me  "my" first boat, a 1953 Torpedo for $700. I was one happy 
13 year old. With my 125 pounds behind the wheel it was truly a Torpedo!

Over the next few years my Dad taught me to maintain and repair my Tor-
pedo. I learned engine maintenance, wood working, sanding, varnishing and 
all the joys and horrors of boat ownership. Mostly, I learned the responsibility 
that comes with a 13 year old being given a grown ups toy.

Some years later I left for Syracuse University in Upstate NY. The boat wasn't 
getting used so my Dad decided to let another kid enjoy my experience and 
the boat was sold.

 Some 40 years later, I was at my home in Ct on a rainy summer morning. 
I was alone and thought turned to my Mom, Dad and older sister. They had 
all passed away and I enjoy remembering those days together. I remem-
bered the Torpedo and the lessons my Dad had taught. In no time, I was on 
the Internet searching for Aristocrafts. There it was. The Turner's were still 
building boats outside of Atlanta. The site had the history, pictures, restora-
tions and a chat board. I emailed every Torpedo owner in the Northeast and 
ask if maybe their Torpedo was for sale. Some days later, I got a maybe out 
of somewhere outside of Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. A few weeks later I was 
standing next to a 1956 Aristocraft Torpedo that was owned by Ed Deaton. 
Ed had purchased the boat from the original owners but had other priorities.

The wood was solid. Nothing rotten. It had been stored in a boathouse all 
those years and survived the usual issues. The decks and finish were a mess. 
The metal work and seats were badly soiled. The engine was a basket case. 
The trailer looked like hell. BUT, the wood 
was as solid as a rock. This was the kind 
of restoration my Dad's lessons had pre-
pared me to tackle. I returned a few weeks 
later with a bundle of hundred dollar bills 
and a handshake. The 1956 Torpedo and 
TeeNee trailer were mine.

I drove down to Philadelphia. I had restored an old car years before and 
knew some real craftsmen in the Philly area. I dropped the motor off at 
R&W's. The seats with Gary Maucher. I stopped by Richard Mullin's Coach-
builders to have Rich begin thinking about painting and finding original decals 
for the engine. He would serve as the collection point for all the Philly guys.

I headed north up I76 to Susquehanna, Pa to drop off the metal work with 

Bob Diehl Jr. The finest metal restoration guy alive. Then up to my farm in 
Fenner NY, about 35 miles southeast of Syracuse.

I've been known to take on some crazy adventures. Old cars, motorcycles, 
buying a farm without a lick of farm experience to name a few. Usually my 
wife just rolls her eyes and goes in the house. This time she was all in!

We found out the 2014 International Wooden Boat Show was going to be 
in Skaneateles NY, just 40 miles from our farm. We would restore the 1956 
Torpedo and enter the Show. We had two years to get ready. We only get to 
the farm in the summer months and then mostly on weekends. We had a lot 
to do and a Boat Show to make.

I contacted the Turners in Atlanta. They're great people and are carrying on 
a family tradition. I flew down to visit. I think the enthusiasm and smile on 
my face encouraged them to help and help they did. I was on the phone with 
them constantly. Asking questions, learning techniques, solving problems and 
simply getting the courage to take on something that was probably over my 
head. They were simply great!

The real work began the next Spring. We removed the remaining metal work 
and shipped it to Bob. We stripped the hull and I sanded till my arms fell 
off. We took it to the bare wood which was so pretty I hated to varnish. 
The Turner's gave me some last minute pointers and the varnishing began. 
We're not professionals with booths and spray equipment. We're regular 
people in a barn with rain, humidity, dust and wind that never stopped. We 
put down 15 coats of varnish. We'd arrive Friday nights. I'd fine sand the 
varnish and we'd wait for the best time to put on the next coat of varnish. 
Some weekends the best time never came. We created a division of work 
that took advantage of our skills and braun. My wife varnishes with a steady 
hand and can lay down varnish with the best of them. We're not profession-
als but we did a damn nice job. When one of the judges pointed out a blemish 
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Some things just get better with Age!

The ArtistoCraft Torpedo and Typhoon are crafted by 
hand and are exact reproductions of the 1950’s models.

Our boats start with the finest materials available to give the 
most beautiful finish. The boats are ribbon stripe mahogany, fin-

ished with hand brushed varnish. All fasteners are silicon-bronze or 
stainless. The hardware is all aluminum, hand cast and hand polished. 

These boats can be finished in a variety of colors and options. Each boat is 
custom built to order making each as unique as the new owner. Choose from the 
14' or 16' Torpedo or the 12' Typhoon.

Bill Turner | 770-475-5455
850 Mayfield Road | Alpharetta, Georgia 30009

WWW.ARISTOCRAFTBOATS.COM

Torpedo 14' Price: $13,500
Torpedo 16' Price: $16,500
Typhoon 12' Price: $12,500

CONTACT INFORMATION
Unfinished Model: $6,900 comes  

completely assembled, with hardware, 
and ready for you to add your touch!

NEW BOAT PRICES

in the varnish, my wife had to restrain me. He almost went swimming.

The trailer was sandblasted and I found original decals on the Internet. I re-
paired the original lights and installed new rollers and guides. It's very cool!

We were still varnishing in the late summer of 2014. Less than a month till 
the show. I still had to build the mahogany flooring. Install the metal work. 
Install the electric. Mount the engine. With two weeks to go I banged into 
the prop and a blade dropped off. The old aluminum had just turned to 
powder. Back to the Internet. I found an original bronze prop with the cor-
rect serial number. With days to go a local boatyard, and a great guy, Paul 
Gagnon, called in a favor and the prop was balanced and polished. I was still 
working on electric late into the evening before the Show.

Up early and down for a gas stop and to borrow some lines and safety gear. 
We forgot about that. We arrived at the Show some two years after the 
adventure began. We took our place with the other wooden boats. A 1956 
Aristocraft Torpedo with its original 40 horsepower Mercury engine and 
the original TeeNee trailer! There were many professional boat builders and 
restoration people, but we had done a great job and the Torpedo belonged 
there with the other beautiful boats.

The lessons I learned as a kid, on my first Torpedo, were of great value.  
My Dad never thought I lis-
tened but he would have been 
very surprised!

This summer we'll show it a 
few times, but my wife and 
I, along with our two dogs, 
plan on cruising the beautiful 
Finger Lakes of Upstate NY. 
 
The adventure has just begun.

 N
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104 9th Ave. N.E.
Rice, MN 56367

320.393.3370
lrbw@jetup.net

LITTLE ROCK 
Boat Works
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What's it all about... by Kathy Parker

Don Parker has always had a passion for 
being on the water, and even more, for 

the functional beauty of pleasure craft.  And I 
am so fortunate that Don shared that passion 
with me and with our sons.  He first built a 
boat from a Taft Kit when he was 14 years old.  
He used all of his paperboy earnings for that 
project.  When our sons were very young, we 
had a little Yellow Jacket even though we lived 
in Nebraska where there are very few boat-
ing lakes.  Finally, as we neared retirement, 
Don found out about an organization of oth-
ers who loved old boats – ACBS.  We joined a 
small chapter at Lake Okoboji, Iowa, but even 
then we were increasing our time at Table 
Rock Lake in southern Missouri.  Through the 
ACBS 2001 calendar, we saw that there was 
a rendezvous at Rock Lane Resort where we 
began our affiliation with Heartland Classics.

Why is there a love of antique and classic boats?  
It’s easy to understand that they provoke 
memories of good times.  I always called our 
Yellow Jackets (there have been three) “Story 
Boats” because everyone who saw one had a 
story to tell us about a boat they remembered.

There is also an appreciation of the aesthet-
ics that form such a craft.  There must be a 
certain “Feng Shui” or harmonious function-
ality to distinguish a boat as being “classic”.  
Admire the parts.  Imagine how the artisan 
felt as the wood was selected and planed 
and bent into the design, then finished into 
the brightwork.  Even in the early fiberglass 
creations, picture the drawing board before 
the plans were drawn. A certain flair or sig-
nature was added to dignify each model.

And then beyond the boats and the cruising, 
there are the people.  What is it about “boat 
people”?  Maybe it’s if you know how to appre-
ciate and take care of a classic, you also know 

how to look for the story in other people.  There 
is a common bond, an enjoyment to share.

Heartland Classics has about 240 members.  
How many of those members do you know?  I 
wish I knew every one of you.  It all can start 
at any event and grow from there.  Remem-
ber, you don’t have to bring a boat – you have 
already indicated an interest by joining.  Each 
person that you add to your “I know them” 
list will add to the value of your membership.

Don and I began making some trips to the 
ACBS International Shows and to a few 
other chapters’ events, sometimes with a 
boat, often without.  Friendships were eas-
ily formed here and there until we felt very 
much a part of a larger network.  And that 
brings me to some comments about ACBS.

As individuals we benefit from our membership 
in ACBS by getting a 10% discount on Hager-
ty’s Classic Marine Insurance.  There are 
some other discounts available, too.  We both 
use the Membership Directory for curiosity 
and for facts – and now it is always with us 
and up to date on my phone. The Rudder is an 
interesting quarterly publication.  We can also 
special order clothing items with the Heartland 
logo through the ACBS website – so I can have 
any color or size I want as an individual. And one 
very valuable asset now available only to mem-
bers is the “how-to” videos available online.

As individuals, we also benefit from ACBS’s 
promotion of the value of classic boats and 
the value of sharing the rich heritage of 
boat building, maintenance, and restoration.  

As a chapter, Heartland Classics benefits even 
more from being affiliated with ACBS.  An ACBS 

Insurance policy provides coverage for events 
that our chapter promotes.  Included, also, is 
Directors’ and Officers’ Liability coverage.  All 
membership records are kept by the ACBS 
headquarters staff as well as management of 
the renewal notices.  From these records, we 
get our current mailing lists.  ACBS provides 
two trophies for our annual boat show and 
the President’s Cup which is given to a wor-
thy member each year.  Our chapter events 
are publicized through the ACBS Calendar to 
the public and that calendar is the source for 
Woody Boater and many boating magazines.

The ACBS Board of Directors (23 in all) are 
all volunteers and receive no pay or compen-
sation.  They go to four meetings a year in 
various parts of the country.  Yes, they become 
friends, but beyond the fun and food, they 
take care of the business of an international 
organization of about 7,000 memberships, 
nearly 14,000 members.  Every action taken 
is done so to promote the mission of ACBS 
and to better provide service to local chapters.

Peter Stephens sends ACBS members an 
email update about once a month.  Peter is the 
paid Executive Director, but he is a long-time 
owner of a 1927 Chris Craft, so no stranger 
to the hobby. (He’s actually been an ACBS 
member longer than anyone in the Heartland 
Chapter.)  Having an Executive Director lends 
stability and consistency to our organization 
since the elected Directors change over time.

So now, if anyone ever asks me again, why I’m 
involved with ACBS, here’s the answer.  I love 
Don Parker who loves old boats.  Because of that, 
I now love and appreciate classic boats and the 
mission to preserve their history and the plea-
sure to use them.  And I love the people who have 
become our friends through this organization.
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Watkins Lithographic, established in 1978, is a high end 
commercial printer that specializes in excellent quality 
litho printing and large format display graphics. 

Our equipment is the latest innovative technology, al-
lowing us to deliver the finest quality at cost effective 
prices. Our team of experienced professionals are dedi-
cated to delivering uncompromised customer service 
and satisfaction. 

Call us for your next print project and find out for yourself 
how much better it can be... “The Watkins Difference”

Printer of Award Winning  
Mahogany and Chrome

Watkins has been the printer for Mahogany and 
Chrome since I became the editor back in 2010. 
They deliver excellent print quality and customer 
service at competitive prices. I would highly  
recommend them for your next printing project. 

Forrest D. Bryant
Editor, Mahogany and Chrome

133 W 10th Ave | North Kansas City, Missouri
816.842.3667 | www.watkinslitho.com

What's it all about... by Kathy Parker

Chemicals: Chlorine & Baquacil, Natural Chemistry

Salt Systems

Automatic Cleaners for Above Ground or In Ground

Covers: Solar or Winter & Loop-Loc Safety Covers

Equipment: Sta-Rite Pumps, Filters, Heaters

Wind Garden Spinners, Flags & Wind Socks

Above Ground Pools, Accessories & Equipment

Parts for Many Brands of Equipment

Liners for Above Ground & In Ground Pools

Maintenance Equipment & Labor Saving Items

Spas & Accessories

Oakley Sunglasses (20% Heartland Member Discount)

The 2015 printed Directory was delivered in 
April to those who ordered it.  But did you 

know you have all of that information with you 
wherever you have an internet connection, whether 
it be on your phone, tablet or computer?  Your 
email address is your log-in name to the Online 
Directory which is always and instantly up-to-date. 
(Page 13 of the current Rudder goes into more 
detail about this member benefit.)  As a bonus, this 
“For Members Only” Online Directory is also the 
source for the library of Workshop Videos.  Your 
chapter’s Database Manager has access to your 
chapter’s memberships’ renewal status and new 
member information.  For chapter use, this officer 
may print a chapter directory, send group emails, 
and provide mailing label lists.  

By Kathy Parker
ACBS Online DirectOry

 N



The Trading Dock

Find more deals online: 
www.heartland-classics.org/trading-dock/

Trading Dock Policy: Ads placed in the magazine and on-line will be billed at the rate of $15.00 for members and $30.00 for non-
members. This is a per issue charge and ads will continue to run in the magazine and on-line until you cancel or of course you sell 
your boat or item. We kindly ask you to inform us once your boat or item has sold so we can keep The Trading Dock ads current. 

1955 Chris-Craft Commander 42’
2005 ACBS Best of Class Preserved Cruiser—Lake of the Ozarks
Original Chrysler Hemi motors
Recent “down to the wood” refresh sides and bottom
Sides look like fiberglass/Epoxy bottom
New Stainless shafts with dripless packing
Excellent Condition  

1947 Garwood Deluxe Runabout 19.5’
2012 ACBS Best of Class Preserved Runabout—Table Rock Lake
2005 ACBS Best of Class Preserved Runabout—Lake of the Ozarks
Chrysler Crown M7-- recent refresh
Pristine Condition

 $105,000

$90,000

Asking 
$135,000

Contact Alan Downey
eaddae1@hotmail.com

573-434-4434 cell

Contact Alan Downey
eaddae1@hotmail.com

573-434-4434 cell

To place an ad in the Trading Dock send photos and ad copy 
to Forrest at forrestdbryant@gmail.com 

or Kelli at kellig02@yahoo.com

1940 Chris Craft Sportsman  
pre-war desirable blue guages  

Sold with Restoration Only 
$25,000

Plus an inventory of other boats for sale.
Contact Dave Watts | 320-393-3370

1959 or 60  
24’ Chris Craft Sportsman
with trailer
$800

1959 30’ Chris Craft Sea Skiff
open boat, twin 283’s, custom long deck 

$6,000

David Watts has relocated and is offering these restoration projects at bargain prices.
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411 W Ketchum Ave | Ketchum, OK 74349
Phone: 918-782-3251 | Fax: 918-782-3966

Email: info@JonesHardware.US 
Shop Online: www.joneshardware.us

THE #1 SOURCE ON GRAND LAKE  
for Winches, Steel Cables and Wire Rope.

All the materials you need for dock maintenance! 
Winches from 9,000 to 130,000lbs.

Wire Rope & Steel Cable from 9,000lbs. to 130,000lbs.  
Wire Rope & Steel Cable from 1/4" to 3/4".

Hand & Power Tools • Electrical • Plumbing • Hardware • Lawn & Garden



Heartland Classics Chapter
9029 NE Sam Ray Rd.
Kansas City, MO 64156
www.heartland-classics.org
heartland-classics@hotmail.com

Some think of restoring boats 
as restoring runabouts. At 
Howard Classic Boats we re-
store and work on cruisers 
as well as runabouts and 
utilities. We also restore steel 
and aluminum Chris Craft 
Cruisers from 31' to 42'

Our number one commitment 
is to preserve and advance 
the enjoyment of Antique and 
Classic Boats. 

We are now in our new fa-
cility, with 6,000 square feet 
of space to better serve you. 
We invite you to come by for 
a tour.

Restoration 
• from the keel up including wood or steel replace-

ment, finish, engine, wiring and mechanical items. 
Single Item
• Refinish, 5200 Bottom job, hull paint or varnish, 

engine, electrical and mechanical

Minor to Major Repairs and General Services

250' of covered docks used for boats waiting to go 
to the shop, service that can be accomplished in 
the water and visitors to the shop.

Facility: 35602 S. 4467 Rd., Vinita, OK 74301
Telephone: 918-782-1855, 918-693-1855

Fax: 918-782-9026

Visit our new website: www.howardclassicboats.com
Email: bhoward918@allegiance.tv

Contact Howard Classic Boats


