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T  he 2015 boating year is just about 
over. Here is hoping it was good 

to you full of good times on the wa-
ter. It has been a busy and challeng-
ing year. Despite our best efforts 
the workshop was thwarted by the 
weather. But then three wonderful 
shows. Thanks to all of the committees 
that worked hard to pull off Hot Springs, Table Rock and Grand 
Lake. Then we finished the year off with the Arkansas River cruise. 

There is a great plan already in the works for next year. Many thanks 
to Brent Howard for once more opening up his work shop for us. 
The workshop team is already working on a number of great topics 
for 2016. If there is a specific topic you are interested in let Dan 
Diehl know. In 2016, the Hot Springs Classic will return to Lake 
Ouachita followed by Classics Cruisin' Table Rock in June. Once 
again we will finish up our boating year with Mahogany & Chrome 
Boat Festival on Grand Lake.

Our final issue of 2015 is full of interesting material. You will find a 
follow up on Grand Lake with all the details and winners. For those 
who could not make the Arkansas River Odyssey, read about it the 
first ever adventure on page 20. Next year Mike Langhorne will be 
the president. Mike has served as Vice President for the past several 
years and is looking forward to taking the helm.

See you at the dock!

George
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Class of 2015
Angela Beachner
St. Paul, KS
mission@ckt.net

Forrest Bryant
Kansas City, MO
forrestdbryant@gmail.com

Susan Miller
Arlington, VA
skmiller@mac.com

John Thompson 
Marshfield, MO
john@thompsoncommunications.net

Class of 2016

Bill Buchanan
Conway, AR
ebuchanan@alliancecable.net

Chuck Gibbs
Tulsa, OK
law4hire@morelaw.com

Kevin Hogan

Olathe, KS
corvettehogan@comcast.net

Class of 2017

Fred Burban
Springfield, MO
fburban52@gmail.com

Dick Moist
Springfield, MO
rmoist@icloud.com

Jack Pryor
Adair, OK
jack@jackpryor.com

To submit videos or photos for the website or facebook  
contact Webmaster: George Reaves



Restoration Workshop
February 20, 2016       

Brent Howard's Shop, Ketchum, OK     

Hot Springs Classic     
April 7, 8, 9, 2016    

Mountain Harbor Resort, Lake Ouachita, Arkansas 

Keels & Wheels Concours D' Elegance
NEW DATE FOR 2016 April 23-24, 2016

Seabrook, TX

Classics Cruisin' Table Rock Lake     
June 2, 3, 4, 5, 2016     

Rock Lane Resort, Branson, Missouri

Grand Lake Boat Show     
September 9, 10, 2016     

Arrowhead Yacht Club, Grand Lake, Oklahoma

International ACBS Meeting and Show
  Sept. 21-24, 2016  

Village at Squaw Valley & Lake Tahoe, CA
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Ports of Call 2016

Welcome to our New Chapter Members
William Livingston Hot Springs, AR

Tony & Kelli Fure   Inman, KS  
1953 14' Feathercraft  
1968 16' Century Cheetah
1960 Correct Craft Compact Ski 
1939 12' Dunphy
1961 16' Scott
1959 15' Glaspar G3

Jim & Pam Peterson  Loveland, CO 
1984 Monark 27'  Navy Work Boat
1967 Chris Craft 33' Futura 

PROPS 

USCG Captain Terry Hart 
573-365-3382 | 573-216-1600 
Lake Ozark, Missouri 65049

Restoration & Repair of  
classic wooden boats.  

We also have a selection of  
wooden boat projects and parts.

& RUDDERS

www.hartdivingandsalvage.com

Diving & Salvage, Inc.

A Division of

HART 

Chuck Gibbs
Tulsa, OK
law4hire@morelaw.com

Kevin Hogan

Olathe, KS
corvettehogan@comcast.net

Class of 2017

Fred Burban
Springfield, MO
fburban52@gmail.com

Dick Moist
Springfield, MO
rmoist@icloud.com

Jack Pryor
Adair, OK
jack@jackpryor.com

Bob Blonstein, President
603 E. 4th Street, Stover, MO 65078
www.paintsplus.com

PAINTS PLUS
1-800-472-4551

Autobody Shop Supplies
Boat Building & Refinishing Supplies

Industrial Abrasives, Paints & Equipment
The Reliable Single Source for All Your Finishing Needs



Heartland members met at Carlos Montez restaurant across 
from the Pensacola Dam on Thursday evening to kick off 

the 22nd Annual Mahogany & Chrome Classic Boat Festival. 
A lot of chips, salsa, Mexican food, beer and margaritas were 
consumed and of course there was a lot of conversation about 
classic boats. After dinner we all retired to our home away from 
home for a good night's sleep to be ready for Friday morning's 
cruise. Many Heartland members chose The Pine Lodge for their 
weekend accommodation because the log cabins are just what 
the doctor ordered for the special at the lake feeling. They come 
completely equipped with comfortable beds plus coffee and cof-
fee maker to get your morning started right. 

Friday's cruise left Arrowhead Yacht Club's dock with our des-
tination being the The Quarterdeck Cafe at Tera Miranda for 
lunch. It was a nice sunny day and calm back in the Duck Creek 
arm but as we entered into the main channel the wind continued 
to increase (up to 20-25mph) and needless to say the boat ride 
to our destination was a little wet.

Lunch was on the outdoor deck which our group pretty much 
filled up to capacity. It was the last day of the season for The 
Quarterdeck so we pretty much consumed their food and bev-
erage inventory. 

Our return trip was a more pleasant journey as the wind died 
down and the lake was a lot smoother than our trip out. Friday 
evening we all met at the end of Duck Creek for a shrimp boil 
dinner at Waterways Cafe at Harbor view Marina. The shrimp 
was all you could eat, the beer was cold, and they had the best 
price on McCallen 12. Needless to say, I will be back. After dinner 
several Heartland members took an evening cruise with Bobby 
and Dayna Gibson on their beautiful cruiser. What a way to end 
a wonderful day and night.
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By Forrest Bryant

CLASSIC BOAT FESTIVAL

22nd Annual 

September 11-12, 2015



Saturday morning marked the beginning of the boat show at the 
Arrowhead Yacht Club docks. All the boats were lined up in the 
slips sparkling clean and ready for their turn with the judges. The 
Auxiliary Coast Guard was there offering free safety inspections 
for anyone who wanted one. Public attendance was good through-
out the day and the weather was perfect. Arrowhead had their 
breakfast buffet going with a grand selection of outstanding food 
and of course their signature bacon. 

The judges finished their work and at 4:00pm the show was over 
and the task of loading boats began. With the boats safely loaded 
on trailers in the parking lot there was little time left to go shower 
and get ready for the annual awards banquet across the cove at 
Cherokee Yacht Club. The new water taxi courtesy of Arrowhead 
and Cherokee was not only fast and convenient but it gave us that 

extra 30 minutes 
we needed to ar-
rive on time for 
the cocktail hour 
and banquet. 
The dinner buf-
fet was excellent 
with its many 
choices, especial-
ly the prime rib. 

The awards ceremony was conducted by Susan Miller, Event 
Chair and assisted by Mike Yancey, Dan Diehl, Darren Arnold, 
and President George Reaves. 
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Awards continued on the next page...
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A special recognition award was 
given to Joe Harwood of Ar-
rowhead and Cherokee Yacht 
Club for his participation in the 
Mahogany & Chrome Classic 
Boat Festival.

All were excited to see Steve Spinharney’s finished restoration 
of XKAPE, his unique 1972 Chris Craft XK- 18 Ski Jet powered 
by a Corvette 454. That 3-part candy apple red finish drew lots 
of attention. He received ACBS award for Best Non-Wood Boat.

Heartland members Dave and Elaine Watts brought a 1937 
Gar Wood that he restored. Rebecca B won the most highly es-
teemed People’s Choice Award as well as Best of Show and is 
owned by Russell Hagen from Minneapolis, Minnesota.

The ACBS Best Preserved – Most Original Award went to Cav-
iar Dreams,  a 1971 Riva Junior 18' with a Chevy 305 owned by 
Paul Hastings.

Irish Mist  took home the  Best Restored Award. 1960 Chris 
Craft 17' Cavalier owned by Rafe and Melanie Hunsucker.

The Best Outboard Award went to 007 owned by Phil and Gay 
Hennage. A 1971 Glastron GT 150 with a 90 hp Mercury Outboard.

Forrest and Kally Bryant’s  Free Spirit won the  Best Wood 
Boat.  She is a 26' Hacker Craft Double Cockpit built in 1996, 
powered by 320 hp Mercruiser.

The Best Cruiser Award went to Checkmate owned by Dan and 
Alicia Diehl. Checkmate is a 1966 Chris Craft Sea Skiff, 35',  
powered by twin 210 hp Chris Craft engines.

The Youth Judged Award presented by Annabella Beachner, 
went to Delta Lady, a 1965 Chris Craft 36' Constellation Sedan 
owned by Kent and Sylvia Williams. 

The Coast Guard Auxillary volunteers were part of the judging 
team and chose Mike and Denese Yancey’s 1972 Chris Craft 31' 
Commander Sedan 2 Questions for the annual Safety Award.

MAHOGANY & CHROME AWARDS



The Century Boat Club honored Love Me Timber with the Best 
Century Boat Award. Owned by Kevin and Jeanne Hogan and is 
a 1958 Century Coronado, 21', with a 238 hp Gray Marine engine.

The Best Chris Craft Award went to a 1964 Chris Craft 20' Su-
per Sport named Liberty Bella powered by a 275 hp Lincoln.  She 
is owned by Michael and Angela Beachner.

A Corinthian Award 
is given each year 
at this annual boat 
show.  This year 
it went to Susan 
Miller. Although 
she didn’t display a 
boat, she worked as 
co-chair of the event 
doing most of the 
work from her long 
distance home for a 
second year in a row.

President George Reaves present-
ed two President’s Awards, one 
for 2014 and one for 2015. Mike 
Langhorne  received one for chair-
ing the Hot Springs Classic Event 
for several years as well as serving 
as chapter vice president. The other 
award goes to John Thompson for 
his long-time service as a director 
primarily in charge of doing press 
releases about the chapter’s events 
and activities.  John also organized 
several multi-day cruising events.
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H ow did it all begin for Don and Kathy Parker – not just 
Heartland Classics, but their involvement with the hobby 

and with the ACBS organization?  Here’s the story from over  
the years.

Beginning in the 1940’s, Don’s family 
vacationed one month each summer at 
Lake Okoboji in NW Iowa.  Rather than 
continuing to rent a cedar strip row boat 
each year, Don saved paperboy earnings 
until the age of 12 when he could order 
a Taft boat kit from Minneapolis.  It cost 
$95 and came with a Phillips head screw 
driver. He built an 11’ boat using only 
hand tools. Grandpa had a 3 hp Evinrude for the project, and 
then that meant that all of the cousins got to share the boat so it 
spent many hours on Lake Okoboji.  

As part of the courting process in the early 1960’s, Kathy was 
invited to join the family time at Okoboji which included learning 
to love being in a boat on a lake and learning to waterski.

Over the years, the Parkers have 
owned three Yellow Jackets – the 
first one when Kimball and Mitch 
were 7 and 4.  Each of those boats 
was restored to a beautiful show 
piece with a story to go along with 
it when it moved on to a new owner.  

Following in the Parker tradition, 
most family vacations involved lakes 
and boats and friends. As Don and 
Kathy became empty nesters, there 
was more time plus more room in 
the garage to restore a Chris Craft Kit boat that was practically 
given to Don because he showed appreciation for its history.

Then came the more challeng-
ing projects, a 1950 Chris 
Craft 16’ Riviera and a 1957 
Chris Craft 17’ Sportsman, 
both eventually sold to new 
owners in Florida.  There was 
a Cruisers Inc. whose bottom 
was so hopelessly bad it ended 
up as the bed frame in John 
and Carolynn Thompson’s 
master bedroom in their lake 
house, a Dunphy that eventu-
ally went to the grandson of the Dunphy Boat Company founder, 
a Century Ski Dart, and the Parker’s “cute” boat, a 1957 Larson 
Thunderhawk fiberglass with FINS and TAILLIGHTS!  All through 
these many boats, Don’s passion was invested in preserving a 
boat that had a unique story and making it usable and beautiful 
once more for someone to enjoy and cherish.  

After beginning to camp at Table Rock Lake in 1970, they gradu-
ally spent more time at the lake each year until 2007 when they 
moved to be full time residents in Missouri. Kathy had retired 
from teaching in the Lincoln Public Schools and Don had retired 
from accounting and systems management at Ameritas Insurance 
Company in Lincoln, Nebraska.

Kimberling City, MO

Member Profile

60 Years Of Wooden Boats and A Dog Named Rudder

DON and KATHY PARKER



Accidents happen. That’s why we work to 
ensure that our clients’ prized vessels are 
properly covered should disaster strike.

BOAT: 1955 18-foot Chris-Craft Deluxe 
Utility (value: $20,000)

WHAT WENT WRONG: If you own a boat – 
particularly a classic – you know that in ad-
dition to all of the fun on the water there’s 
always plenty of work to do on land. Some-

LOSSES AND LESSONS:  
OWNER OF CHRIS-CRAFT DELUXE UTILITY 
GETS THAT SINKING FEELING

Written by Jeff Peek
Reprinted with permission by Hagerty

times that work requires months or years of labor, so boat owners often opt for “out 
of water port risk,” insurance coverage that protects the boat as long it isn’t launched.

The owner of a 1955 18-foot Chris-Craft Deluxe Utility chose “out of water port risk” 
insurance while his boat underwent an extensive restoration. After working on the 
Chris-Craft for more than a year, the boat was finally completed and the owner was 
understandably eager to try it out. After testing it on a nearby lake, he tied the boat to 
a dock and left it for the evening. When he returned, the Chris-Craft was submerged 
after taking on water.

DAMAGE/LOSS: The Chris-Craft’s electrical components, engine and hull were all dam-
aged, and it was declared a total loss. Unfortunately, since the owner didn’t change his 
insurance coverage prior to testing the boat, his policy was null and void as soon as 
the boat hit the water. So he was responsible for all damages and fees associated with 
raising and repairing the boat.

LESSON: “Out of water port risk” is a valuable insurance option when you have to 
work on your boat for an extended period. But when it comes time to launch it, a 
telephone call to your insurance provider could make all the difference in the world 
should disaster strike. Bottom line: never launch your boat until you are certain that 
full insurance coverage is in place.

 N

Currently, the “Wood Carver”, a 17’ Carver Commander lapstrake, 
is the Parkers’ “user boat” which is easy to trailer to events, which 
gives a comfortable ride, and with an outboard, can be used year 
round on Table Rock Lake. And then there is the phantom 1954 
20’ Chris Craft Sportsman Special with a factory ordered hardtop.  
Though not seen by many, it is real and is eager to leave the shop 
in the spring to enjoy Cruisin’ Table Rock.  

Kathy always admired 
the artisanship of the 
boats and the way 
Don worked with the 
wood.  Then after re-
tirement, they sought 
out others who loved 
old boats.  They 
first joined ACBS to  
attend a show at Lake 
Okoboji in Iowa –  
the closest event to 
their Lincoln, Nebras-
ka home.  Then they 
met Heartland Clas-
sics members at the 
first Woodies Week-
end Rendezvous on 

Table Rock Lake. From there they began volunteering for Chapter jobs 
which led to trips to International ACBS events. Kathy was named a  
Director on the ACBS Board in 2010 and has been elected as the 
Board of Directors Secretary for four terms. Other people who 
were also enjoying the hobby quickly became friends. And there is 
no way to separate the classic boats from the classic friendships. 

The hobby has permeated their lives. The décor in the house at Ta-
ble Rock Lake features wooden boat pictures.  The early morning 
perusal of the web is filled with vintage boats and parts.  Shopping 
for tools is always for the next boat project.  Travel plans almost 
always include an ACBS event.  Even their Labradoodle is nauti-
cal. Two-year-old Rudder loves boating and sharing the experience 
with friends. 
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The Antique and Classic 
Boat Society celebrated 

their 40th anniversary at the  
2015 ACBS International 
Meeting and Boat Show. 
Hosted by the Bob Speltz Land 
O Lakes Chapter. Our host 
resort was the famous Mad-
den's on Gull Lake, recently 
named number 53 of the top 100 hotels and resorts in the 
world by Conde Nast Traveler's magazine. Our venue for the 
boat show and many of the events was the Bar Harbor Sup-
per Club that was recently rebuilt but dates back to 1937. 
Owner John Allen is a big boat collector and also has a great 

shop and show room facility just down the road. It was the 
site of the Restoration Workshop held on Saturday the 26th. 

Sunday, the Pre-Event activities Agenda started with a welcome 
reception and dinner buffet at the Bar Harbor Supper Club with 

cocktails at 6pm and dinner at 7pm. The food, drinks and ser-
vice were excellent and classic boats dominated the conversation. 

Monday the 21st marked the beginning of the pre-event boat 
cruises. Our destination was the White Fish Chain of Lakes about 
a 45 minute drive from Madden's Resort. The White Fish chain is 
the largest chain of lakes in the Brainerd area. It's comprised of 
14 natural lakes with 13,660 acres of surface area and 119 miles 

of shoreline. We launched our boats at C&C Boat Works in the 
town of Cross Lake and boated a short distance to the docks at 
Moonlite Bay restaurant. After coffee and pastries we split up 
into two groups and began our cruise led by local BSLOL chapter 

10

International Meeting & Boat Show
40th Annual



members. We made a stop at a resort for anyone needing fuel, a 
bathroom break or refreshment. We cruised back to Moonlite 
Bay for lunch then off to explore a different area of the chain of 

lakes. Tuesday the 22nd was a 
repeat cruise on the White 
Fish chain exploring new areas w e 
didn't see on Monday. 

Wednesday the 23rd was a scheduled cruise on the Gull Lake 
chain, consisting of 8 connected lakes with 13,000 acres of sur-
face area. Unfortunately, this cruise was canceled due to heavy 
rain. Wednesday evening marked the beginning of the ACBS part 
of the show with a Welcome Aboard Reception, sponsored by 
BSLOL at Bar Harbor Supper Club. We all had a great dinner, 
renewed old friendships and had the opportunity to meet new 
ACBS members. 

The ACBS Annual Meeting started Thursday with a breakfast 
buffet at Madden's. At 8am the Chapter Roundtable took place 
lead by Vice President John Howard. The general meeting be-
gan at 10am with lunch adjourning around 4 in the afternoon. 

The evening dinner was a "Taste of Italy" served in the Gover-
nor's Ballroom in located in the Town Hall Conference Center at 
Madden's. Those attending were entertained by Emmy Award 
winning magician/comedian David Harris. 

Friday the 25th all boats being judged were in the docks at Bar 
Harbor and judging began. Vendors had their displays up and the 

public began filling the docks to view the boats. There were over 
120 boats on display with a wide variety of the best of the best 
classic boats in the country. 
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International Meeting & Boat Show
Madden's on Gull Lake • Brainerd, Minnesota
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I am certain the judges were challenged to select the winners 
when all of the boats looked like show winners. 

Friday evening was the highlight of the event in my opinion, the 
ACBS Scholarship Auction. Not only is it a great fundraiser 
for future boat builders it was held in an outstanding venue, Lee 
and Penny Anderson's Antique and Classic Boat Museum. 

Words and pic-
tures do not do 
it justice. It's a 
place you just 
have to see for 
yourself. A fan-
tastic collection 
of boats, motors, 
automotive and 
taxidermy every-
where you look, 
even a couple 
of antique cir-
cus pipe organs.

Cocktails, wine, hors d'oeuvres  and a chance to bid on live and 
silent auction items. What an evening!

The auction took in 
$25,266. The recipi-
ent of one of the four 
2015 Scholarships is 
Lane Peterson. He is a 
student at the Landing 
School of Boat Build-
ing and Design, lo-
cated in Arundel, Maine.

International Show Continued...



13

Saturday the 26th was the big day for the boat show. The judges 
spent most of the day finishing up the task of judging such a 
large number of boats. I've attend the last seven International 
shows but this one by far had the largest attendance of all of 
them. The docks were full of people admiring the most impres-
sive line-up of classic boats I have ever seen. If you've never at-
tended an international show I would certainly encourage you to 
attend. It's the best opportunity you'll ever have to see some of 
the finest classic boats in the world. 

Heartland Classics members in  
attendance for the 2015 Woods and 
Water show were Clay and Patty 
Thompson, Dan and Alicia Diehl, 
Don and Kathy Parker, Paul  and 
Marge Morris, Jim Frechette, Paul 
and Linda Merryman, Jack and 
Cheryl Hartwig, Dave and Elaine 
Watts  and  Forrest and Kally Bryant.

The Banquet and Awards Ceremony was held at Madden's  
Resort in the Governor's Ball Room. Everyone enjoyed another 
great dinner and we got to see all the happy boat owners receive 
their well deserved awards. With the presentation of the final 
award, our 2016 ACBS President, Jeff Funk gave a short ad-
dress and it was all over until 2016. 

 N

Rebecca B won Gold for Best Restored Prewar 22' and under. She 
was restored by Heartland member Dave Watts and is owned by Rus-
sell Hagen, both from Minnesota.
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A Selection of Classic Boats from the 2015 International Boat Show
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A Selection of Classic Boats from the 2015 International Boat Show
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It’s safe to say propellers have changed since the good ol’ days (whatever 
they were), but have those changes generally made that much difference? 
Should you stick to original-equipment or try to find better? What criteria 
should you use to determine whether to change? And what configuration 
of propeller means more efficiency for your particular style of boating? 
(Custom propellers often show a visible difference in shape from their 
OEM counterparts.)

Design of individual propeller blades has evolved along with hull design 
and power plants—and what is expected of them has advanced at warp 
speed. Material construction of the vessel itself has evolved from wood, 
steel, and fiberglass to reinforced fiberglass. There are displacement, 
semi-displacement, and planning hulls with pockets, tunnels, soft, hard, 
and even inverted chines—along with lifting strakes, stepped inserts and, 
well, you name it. Mix in marinized truck engines with intercooled (as well 
as aftercooled) turbocharger(s) using various levels of fuel injection and 
where does it all end?  You really have to ask: will a newer propeller be 
better because everything in front of it has changed? 

Have I lost you yet?…..wait, there’s more. It gets better.

Remember the terminology used for the propeller shape: “Mickey Mouse 
Ears”? These were ahead of their time and are—to this day—a much 
better propeller for some hulls such as the slower cruising vessel. The 
larger blades when tuned properly usually net performance very close to 
the owner’s manual. The old adage, “No replacement for Displacement,” 
still holds true. 

But for typical Americans: “If three blades are good four must be bet-
ter—and the bigger the blades…,” well, you know the rest. Too bad this 
doesn’t always apply. If you think of your propeller as your “wheel(s)” and 
compare to your land yacht, adding another blade, (3 – 4), is equivalent 
to adding 25% more tire to your car. 

I remember my first car, I simply had to put air shocks and wide tires on 
it. After it ate me out of the house in fuel costs I went back to stock. It’s  
the same scenario with a boat.

Where am I going with this? OEM propellers are a great place to start 
discovering possible options. If you repower, the ideal benchmark to de-
termine optimization of your drive train is a known propeller and what 
RPM’s it allows the motor to achieve. WOT (Wide Open Throttle) is the 

indicator dictated by the engine manufacturer for optimum performance 
without excess load or wear and tear. If your propeller achieves this RPM 
it is matched to your engine’s Torque/Horsepower curve from idle on up 
through the cruising speed.

Propellers have evolved for more performance according to speed expec-
tations or higher loads. Sometimes you have to give up a little top speed 
for comfort—and vise versa. I recommend always addressing this the way 
you actually use your vessel the most. Of course—as in most mechanical 
situations—there are exceptions to every rule because of the aforemen-
tioned variations in hull and engines. 

To make this even more interesting, the pitch marked along with the pos-
sibility of ‘cup’, will dramatically effect the amount of thrust produced and 
that thrust’s usability. In other words, no single modification will bring 
you exactly what you want. The real science is in determining best-case 
scenario instead of simply which one: More blades? More cup? More Di-
ameter? More Pitch? Ya’ gotta’ look at them all.

May you have blue skies and smooth seas…

Written by Ron Jacobs
Ron can be contacted at

propguy@wolverinepropeller.com

With your support we can preserve the rich legacy and history Classic 
Boating and of the Chris-Craft Marque and pass this history on to new 
generations. Join NOW and receive 4 issues of the club’s award-winning 
quarterly magazine, The Brass Bell, and online benefits such as Boat Buzz 
(our Online discussion forum), Hull Registry (view others like yours), 
Online Archive (historic documents & marketing literature), and more.

Yearly rate of only $50 (Non-U.S. Members - $65 USD)

Learn more: www.chris-craft.org

Chris-Craft Antique Boat Club
3705 Gordon Ave.
St. John, MO 63114-4059

Send a check and contact info to:

PROPS & SCREWS  
& WHEELS... 
OH MY!

This article is reprinted with permission from 
The Brass Bell, the Chris-Craft Antique Boat 
Club’s quarterly publication.  

www.chris-craft.org.

 N
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A classic boat 
is a sanctuary
where every ride is a ritual
sunsets are more breathtaking
fireworks are more spectacular
and the breeze is more refreshing.

In a classic 
you’re an explorer
with no painted lines to stay between.
Every route is the scenic route
and going nowhere is part of the plan.
Because no matter where you cruise

LIFE’S BETTER IN A CLASSIC.

We believe life’s better in a classic. That’s why we created a better 
policy for classic boats 30 years ago, with Agreed Value coverage, 
no fixed usage limits and claims handled by classic boat experts.

877-922-3398  |  HAGERTY.COM

Classic Car & Boat Insurance • Valuation Tools 
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19Reprinted with permission from The Chronicle of Grand Lake



It meanders through the verdant valley that is lined by hills 
and framed by the ancient Boston and Ouachita Mountains. 

Later it creates ample sand bars as it twists its way through  
agriculturally rich dirt of the Arkansas Delta.

With its origins as snow melt in the Rockies, it carves its way 
1,469 miles including through several of the states in the Heart-
land Classics membership region before eventually uniting with 
the White and Mississippi Rivers. It is the Arkansas River and it 
has become the latest venue for Heartland Classics events. In the 
last century the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers spent $1.3 billion 
to make it navigable for the 445 miles between the Mississippi 
River and Tulsa’s Catoosa Port.

The idea for an Arkansas River trip was originally proposed years 
ago by Heartland Classics chapter member Bob Kanak. It was 
chapter vice-president Mike Yancey who revived the idea in casu-
al conversation over breakfast at the Lake Hamilton Heartland 
Classics event early this year. Charts and guide books were soon 
consulted and a framework for tackling the river was developed. 
From here Mike Yancey would make the myriad logistical ar-
rangements and adjustments required. He would recruit incoming 
chapter president Mike Langhorne to assist in scoping out mari-
nas, hotels, restaurants and other facilities. Chapter member Paul 
Hastings--- with a lifetime of experience on the river ---would 
provide guidance in planning, supply transportation, serve a 
breakfast and arrange a tour of a maritime museum and subma-
rine along the way. Mike, Mike, and Paul would recruit friends 
and families to assist. Their diligence resulted in a decidedly suc-
cessful first ever Heartland Classics Arkansas River Odyssey. 

With trailers being delivered to Little Rock the day before, the 
journey began from Three Forks Harbor in Muskogee, Okla-
homa with six boats and 13 people. 
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By John Thompson

The First Ever Arkansas River Odyssey  
is Now Part of Heartland Classics History

Arkansas River OdysseyArkansas River Odyssey
October 17-22, 2015



Eventually, 19 adventurers would join in at least a portion of the 
cruise activities in a boat or on land---with a few more drafted to 
help with transportation needs. In addition to Heartland Classics 
boats, the small flotilla included boats from the Rocky Mountain 
Classics and the Southwest Chapters. It was an eclectic fleet: a 
surplus 1984 24’ Navy Monarch work boat with its twin 150 HP 
outboards, a 1999 28’ Saint picnic launch, a 1961 25’ Owens Sea 
Skiff cruiser, a newly 
renovated 1959 18’ 
Chris-Craft Cava-
lier, a 1984 24’ 
Skiff Craft and a 
24’ late model Sea 
Ray would serve as 
the trail boat in case 
mechanical assis-
tance became neces-
sary. Fortunately, no 
such mechanical help 
would be required.

The boats idled out of the Three Forks Harbor early on Sunday, 
October 18th with the overnight chill still very much their compan-
ion. Soon the cold would lose its struggle with the rising sun. The 
water was like glass as the boats headed south at about 22 mph 
on the fairly narrow channel this far upriver. This “odyssey”--- that 
would cover 370 river miles, transit 13 locks, consume five days 
and log 30.5 motor hours--- had begun.

The group was able to slip right into their first lock of the day. 
Several of the chapter members had been through locks before, 
but for others this was a new experience. Both first timers and 
veterans of locking made it through without incident. Timing for 
lock entry was not to be as fortunate on the remainder of this day 
and for the rest of the trip. 

This first day they covered 92 miles and transited three locks. 
At the second lock they had to wait for an hour and half to get 
their turn to transit. At the third lock they would wait for three 
hours which pushed them into darkness that was barely broken 
by a crescent moon. With the spot light of the Owens and Skiff 
Craft illuminating channel markers, they eased their way through 
darkness at about seven and half miles per hour for nearly three 
hours before arriving at their destination. The group then shuttled 
to their hotel in Fort Smith. This would turn out to be the most 
challenging day of the trip. They encountered two and three foot 
waves in the wide Kerr Lake section of the river, ran for an ex-
tended period in darkness and had to negotiate a very narrow 
channel to the sunken barge that would serve as their dock for the 
night. This day would stretch 14 hours and it is one that will be the 

fodder for many future stories--- recollections that perhaps will be 
embellished beyond the actual events of the day.

 
Resilient and ready, the captains and crews set out on day two in 
bright sunshine and with scenery that just kept getting better as 
the group headed down river. Soon they would get a full view of 
Mt. Magazine off to the south. They were informed over the VHF 
radio that this is the highest peak between the Appalachians and 
the Rockies. All enjoyed a lunch on this day in Ozark, Arkansas--- 
the restaurant being a short walk from the municipal dock into a 
quaint town. On this day the classic mariners would travel 92 miles 
and navigate two locks before sliding into Russellville Marina 
just as the sun set on their transoms.

Tuesday dawns with a magnificent sunrise over the Arkansas River.

Today they would cover 89 miles of river and four locks. No one 
on the trip had ever made it through four locks in a day, so this 
called for an early start with Little Rock as their destination. They 
would stop at Charlie’s Hidden Harbor for fuel and an early lunch. 
There they would be entertained by Charlie and his stories of life 
on the river. Here they learn the local newspaper editor has put the 
classics’ planned arrival on the front page of his paper. He came to 
visit with some of the captains. A few of his readers came to see 
the boats and meet the “river runners” who manned the vessels.
 
The small flotilla cannot get through the lock just down river until 
2 p.m. That means they reach their next planned fuel stop as dusk 
envelops the Little Rock waterfront and the marina where they 
take on fuel.  After topping off the tanks they motor slowly across 
about a mile of still water that glistens in the bright lights from 
the tall buildings on shore. They tie up for the night at the docks 
of the Arkansas Inland Maritime Museum which is home to 
the U.S.S. Razorback and then head for their hotel and dinner in 
downtown Little Rock.

The next morning they are treated to a breakfast prepared by 
Paul Hastings and the staff at the maritime museum. They were 
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then taken on a guided tour that Paul had arranged of the U.S.S. 
Razorback submarine. Afterward they had an opportunity to tour 
the museum on their own. Midday the captains and crews return 
to the boats and travel south. They reach the first lock to find they 
are hit with a delay caused by a tow pushing barges too long to 
make it through a lock in one pass. These are known as “doubles” 
on the rivers.  That means it will take her around two and a half 
to three hours to make a complete passing of the lock.  This is the 
third time so far they have been forced to wait on this tow. This is 
the only double they have seen on the river. (Tows run 24 hours 
a day and it takes nearly three hours at each lock, so even though 
the tow was running about six miles per hour, because the classic 
boaters stopped at night, they kept catching her.) Timing.

They raft up the boats and throw a couple of anchors to hold the 
group in place as they await clearance to enter the lock. Conversa-
tion, food and drink are shared---and a nap or two is taken. 

There are worse places to be than bobbing in a classic boat on a 
warm fall afternoon on a tranquil and nearly debris-free river. In 
spite of the delay they beat darkness to their marina for the night 
which was located just outside of Pine Bluff. As its name suggests, 
the city is protected by river bluffs lined with tall pines standing as 
straight as any palace guard has ever stood.

The final day is 48 miles and two locks. Should be a breeze, but 
for delays at the locks. The river today widens and the shore is 
often a broad sandy beach that seems to beg for picnickers or 
camp fires. They slide into the first lock after only a brief wait for 
an upriver bound tow to clear the lock. Flocks of ducks and white 
pelicans are disturbed from their water-top resting by the passing 
of the classic boats. The birds take flight, loudly uttering a chorus 
of quacks and squawks and then circle back to the water behind 
the passing watercraft. 

The group arrives just after nine in the morning to the second lock 
of the day and the final lock in their journey only to find they are 
delayed while a tow negotiates through the lock. 

That calls for another rafting up, more visiting, more snacks and 
naps, even some fly fishing off the Sea Ray, and then they finally 
are on their way to Pendleton, Arkansas.
 
Here they get a ride to retrieve their trailers in Little Rock. They 
return just in time to take out the last boat as daylight gives one 
last magical display before passing over the horizon.  

What a great adventure it has been on new waters to almost all 
of the classic boaters. There was scenery to match that of nearly 
any other river or lake. Great and game-for-anything participants 
helped each other at every turn. Many of the boaters had wanted 
to do a trip like this, but before this week had never been able to 
“check that box.” Calling this trip a success seems far too mild an 
adjective.  It was an adventure well lived.
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Sidebar 
The Arkansas River is far less commercialized, has few-
er tows and other boats, and---at least at the time of this 
trip---is far less strewn with debris than other navigable 
inland rivers such as the Illinois, Mississippi, Tennessee 
and Ohio. Even though it was a bit of a rough ride for a 
short time in the 18’ Cavalier when the wind kicked up 
two and three foot waves in the Kerr Lake area of the 
river, the Cavalier captain and crew safely navigated the 
river.  Most of the trip finds mountains breaking the wind 
in the bending channel. Planning is required as marina 
and fuel facilities are available, but more widely spaced 
in distance and quality than on many sections of the oth-
er inland rivers. The channel is well marked and charts 
(printed or downloadable) accurately reflect the channel. 

A note from Jumper Davenport   

It's taken a couple of days but have the PuHaps cleaned 
up, unloaded, stored away and winterized. Still going 
through some of the pictures from the trip too. Wanted 
to thank everyone for a great river trip.
   
Thank you Paul Hastings for the parking,  the van ride, 
the tour of the Razorback and the great hospitality there 
in Little Rock.

Special thanks to Mike Yancey and MIke Langhorne 
for your efforts on organizing the trip and making it all 
happen. And thank you John Thompson for riding point 
and negotiating government operations.

It was an awesome adventure!!!

 N
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411 W Ketchum Ave | Ketchum, OK 74349
Phone: 918-782-3251 | Fax: 918-782-3966

Email: info@JonesHardware.US 
Shop Online: www.joneshardware.us

THE #1 SOURCE ON GRAND LAKE  
for Lumber and all your Hardware Needs.

All the materials you need for dock maintenance 
including wire rope & steel cable from 1/4" to 3/4"! 

Hand & Power Tools • Electrical  
Plumbing • Hardware • Lawn & Garden
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What's in a NAME?

104 9th Ave. N.E.
Rice, MN 56367

320.393.3370
lrbw@jetup.net

LITTLE ROCK 
Boat Works

By Kathy Parker

The #1 boat name in 2015 is “Serenity” according to 
BoatUS. Boat names range from humorous to nos-

talgic. Here are a couple explanations of Heartland boat 
names. There will be more to come in  each issue so let us 
know the story of your boat’s name.

Love Me Timber, a 1958 Century 21’ Coronado, was 
completely restored by Kevin Hogan. “The name is taken 
from an Elvis Presley song that was number one on the 
charts in 1958, Love Me Tender. And, I can truly say that 
after forming her ribs, fitting her coverings, applying her 
make-up, along with spending nearly 1200 hours bringing 
her back to life . . . I love her timbers.”

Irish Mist, a 1960 Chris Craft 17’ Cavalier, owned by Rafe 
and Melanie Hunsucker. She was a family ski boat pur-
chased by Estle and Vondah Hunsucker back in 1962. 
After restoration in 2011, her name was done in gold-leaf 
with a green clover. She is named Irish Mist to commemo-
rate Rafe’s father, Estle E. Hunsucker, who was known 
by many as “Irish”.

 N



21

Whether you come to be part of the action or just need to get away from it all, Bass Pro Shops’  
Big Cedar Lodge is perfect for your next family vacation or romantic getaway. Explore the beautiful 

Ozarks by renting a boat from our Marina, treating yourself to a carriage ride at Cedar Mountain Stables, 
or enjoying a refreshing walk on our paved Hiking Path. Then indulge yourself at the spa or one of our 

outstanding restaurants before you unwind in your own luxurious, private log cabin or lodge room.

Nine miles south of Branson
1-800-BCLODGE (1-800-225-6343)

www.bigcedar.com

Nine miles south of Branson
1-800-BCLODGE (1-800-225-6343)

www.bigcedar.com

Whether you come to be part of the action or just need to get away from it all, Bass Pro Shops’  
Big Cedar Lodge is perfect for your next family vacation or romantic getaway. Explore the beautiful 

Ozarks by renting a boat from our Marina, treating yourself to a carriage ride at Cedar Mountain Stables, 
or enjoying a refreshing walk on our paved Hiking Path. Then indulge yourself at the spa or one of our 

outstanding restaurants before you unwind in your own luxurious, private log cabin or lodge room.
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Trading Dock

Find more deals online: 
www.heartland-classics.org/trading-dock/

1940 Gar Wood 19.6' Runabout
Engine has been replaced with a 1965 389cu. in. Pontiac GTO  
with tri power and a paragon hydraulic transmission capable of 
500cu.in. Engine has been blueprinted and valves replaced to run on 
ethanol type gasoline. The aft section bottom, the chine and two ad-
jacent planks have been replaced, the bottom stripped, 100 screws 
replaced (stainless)  
beaded and painted 
with 4 coats of easy 
poxy paint. 

Reupholstered 4 years 
ago. Trailer is a 1965 
Michigan Low Loader.

Boat will do in excess 
of 50mph and cruises 
nicely at 35-40mph.

Asking $55,000
Contact Erv Sikorski

erv74331@gmail.com
918-257-1959

To place an ad in the Trading Dock send photos and ad copy 
to Forrest at forrestdbryant@gmail.com 

or Kelli at kellig02@yahoo.com

1940 Chris Craft Sportsman  
pre-war desirable blue gauges  

Sold with Restoration Only 
$25,000

Contact Dave Watts | 320-393-3370

1959 or 60  
24’ Chris Craft Sportsman
with trailer
$800

1959 30’ Chris Craft Sea Skiff
open boat, twin 283’s, custom long deck 
$6,000

David Watts has relocated and is offering these restoration projects at bargain prices.

1959 Glascraft Outboard Boat
Fiberglass with those GIANT 50's tail fins!  
Rare model
Needs restoration

Asking $995.00
Contact:   Clay Thompson

robinsonboat@yahoo.com | 580-471-5665
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Trading Dock Policy: Ads placed in the magazine and on-line will be billed at the rate of $15.00 for members and $30.00 for non-
members. This is a per issue charge and ads will continue to run in the magazine and on-line until you cancel or of course you sell 
your boat or item. We kindly ask you to inform us once your boat or item has sold so we can keep The Trading Dock ads current. 



John Kerr’s 1957 16 1/2 ft. Lyman Runabout
This boat was stripped of paint & varnish inside & out, all the fasteners 
re cinched.                         
At least 2 coats of CPES were applied inside & out before painting  
the outside hull & varnishing the inside.
The deck was replaced with Ribbon Striped Mahogany Plywood  
and the windshield was rebuilt to the original dimensions,  
using 4 quarter Sapele.
It comes with the original 35 hp. Gale outboard engine which was  
rebuilt & runs like a champ, also original is the TeeNee trailer which 
was bead blasted & repainted. It has a Full storage cover.                                                         
John wrote a Manual for the boat including where & what he  
purchased for it, a complete wiring diagram & dimensions  
of everything in the boat.                                          

 The boat is absolutely better than new.

Asking $8,500 OBO
Contact:  Bruce Hurst    918-245-1631
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The Trading Dock is not just for boats!
If you have other classic boat items available for sale The Trading Dock is a great way  

to share those items with your fellow club members.  
Contact Forrest Bryant for advertising details at 816.896.1818 or email photos to forrestdbryant@gmail.com

Some think of restoring boats 
as restoring runabouts. At 
Howard Classic Boats we re-
store and work on cruisers 
as well as runabouts and 
utilities. We also restore steel 
and aluminum Chris Craft 
Cruisers from 31' to 42'

Our number one commitment 
is to preserve and advance 
the enjoyment of Antique and 
Classic Boats. 

We are now in our new fa-
cility, with 6,000 square feet 
of space to better serve you. 
We invite you to come by for 
a tour.

Restoration 
• from the keel up including wood or steel replace-

ment, finish, engine, wiring and mechanical items. 
Single Item
• Refinish, 5200 Bottom job, hull paint or varnish, 

engine, electrical and mechanical

Minor to Major Repairs and General Services

250' of covered docks used for boats waiting to go 
to the shop, service that can be accomplished in 
the water and visitors to the shop.

Facility: 35602 S. 4467 Rd., Vinita, OK 74301
Telephone: 918-782-1855, 918-693-1855

Fax: 918-782-9026

Visit our new website: www.howardclassicboats.com
Email: bhoward918@allegiance.tv

Contact Howard Classic Boats



Heartland Classics Chapter
9029 NE Sam Ray Rd.
Kansas City, MO 64156
www.heartland-classics.org
heartland-classics@hotmail.com

Watkins Lithographic, established in 1978, is a high end 
commercial printer that specializes in excellent quality 
litho printing and large format display graphics. 

Our equipment is the latest innovative technology, al-
lowing us to deliver the finest quality at cost effective 
prices. Our team of experienced professionals are dedi-
cated to delivering uncompromised customer service 
and satisfaction. 

Call us for your next print project and find out for yourself 
how much better it can be... “The Watkins Difference”

Printer of Award Winning  
Mahogany and Chrome

Watkins has been the printer for Mahogany and 
Chrome since I became the editor back in 2010. 
They deliver excellent print quality and customer 
service at competitive prices. I would highly  
recommend them for your next printing project. 

Forrest D. Bryant
Editor, Mahogany and Chrome

133 W 10th Ave | North Kansas City, Missouri
816.842.3667 | www.watkinslitho.com


