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From the Helm
By George Reaves

H

ope your 2015 boating season
is going well and I hope that
you are using your classic boat on
a regular basis. I have seen several
classics at the ramp and I have been
handing out Heartland Classics Brochures and talking about what we do.
This is being written at the end of a long day on the lake with the
Crestliner and the girls of Girl Scout Troop 1510. Over the day we
managed to pour 20 gallons through the carburetor, spend 4 hours
tubing and ate some excellent ice cream sandwiches at the local marina. But the best part was watching four girls who had never been
on a boat have a great time discovering boating. The ride home was
very quiet, they were all asleep.
We have two events left this year. The Grand Lake show in September followed by the Arkansas River cruise in October. Both committees have been hard at work putting together a top notch event that
we know you will enjoy.
In this issue you will find some great articles. Of course there is information on Grand Lake. There is a great story on the adventure we all
had at Table Rock in June. For members that have joined in the last
few years you will find an article on how the club got started. Meet
club member Alex and Linda Barry and check out the online videos
at our website.
See you at the dock!

N

George
To submit videos or photos for the website or facebook
contact Webmaster: George Reaves

Issue 3, 2015 Articles & Photography
Kathy Parker, Forrest Bryant, George Reaves, Alex and Linda Barry,
Evan Peterson, Susan Miller, Shannon Rogers, Bruce Hurst
Cover Photo Captured at Table Rock 2015 ~ Forrest Bryant
1968 18' Cobalt Bubbledeck
owned by Alex and Linda Barry of Neodesha, KS
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Ports of Call 2015
Mahogany & Chrome Boat Show
Sept. 10, 11, 12, 13
Arrowhead Marina on Grand Lake, OK

40th Annual Meeting & International Boat Show
September 20 - 26, 2015
Madden's on Gull Lake
Brainerd, MN

Welcome to our New Chapter Members
Rich & Connie Buehner
1968 Lyman 19’5’ Runabout

Lake Saint Louis, MO

Stephen & Becky Louallen
1979 Skiff Craft 24’ Runabout

Nixa, MO

Mark Trimble

Hollister, MO

Jay & Tricia Krause
1977 Glastron 18’ Carlson

Kimberling City, MO

Martin & Barbara Thompson

Smithville, MO

Bruce Leinmiller & Lynne Renick

Lawrence, KS

Chemicals: Chlorine & Baquacil, Natural Chemistry
Salt Systems
Automatic Cleaners for Above Ground or In Ground
Covers: Solar or Winter & Loop-Loc Safety Covers
Equipment: Sta-Rite Pumps, Filters, Heaters
Wind Garden Spinners, Flags & Wind Socks
Above Ground Pools, Accessories & Equipment
Parts for Many Brands of Equipment
Liners for Above Ground & In Ground Pools
Maintenance Equipment & Labor Saving Items
Spas & Accessories
Oakley Sunglasses (20% Heartland Member Discount)

PROPS
& RUDDERS
Restoration & Repair of
classic wooden boats.
We also have a selection of
wooden boat projects and parts.

A Division of

HART

Diving & Salvage, Inc.

USCG Captain Terry Hart
573-365-3382 | 573-216-1600
Lake Ozark, Missouri 65049
www. hartdivingandsalvage .com
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2015 CLASSICS CRUISIN'
TABLE ROCK – BULL SHOALS
By Kathy Parker

A

mazing weather welcomed us after such a
rainy spring and there was warm sunshine as
a bonus. Seventeen people in seven boats started
the event on Bull Shoals Lake on Wednesday, June
3, 2015. Bull Shoals is further down the White
River Chain of Lakes, located mostly in northern
Arkansas, south and east of Table Rock Lake, with
740 miles of primarily undeveloped shoreline. So
this was a beautiful back-to-nature kind of cruise
all the way from Diamond City, AR to the dam at
Lakeview Cove Marina. Shuttles took the whole
crew up to the historic Gaston’s resort for the
overnight stay. John Thompson deserves credit
for arranging the logistics of this great pre-event.
Thursday’s cruise brought the boats back to Sugar
Loaf Marina and the land trip to Rock Lane Resort
where we had a “meet & greet” with the rest of
the group. Over the weekend we had 22 boats at
times and over 50 people from six states. Charlie’s Steak & Ribs provided the place to reunite
with old friends and meet several new friends, too.
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Friday’s breakfast was at the Floating Café
on Indian Point and then all the boats in a line
headed toward the Long Creek arm of Table
Rock Lake south into Arkansas before turning
around to return for lunch at Big Cedar Lodge.
After the afternoon cruise, many chose to spend the
evening in nearby Branson, Missouri at the Legends
Theatre for dinner and a show. It was a fun evening, especially our close encounters with the stars
impersonating Taylor Swift and Michael Jackson.
Saturday’s cruise went west on Table Rock Lake
for 41 miles to the Kings River Marina where
the Shell Knob, MO Chamber of Commerce was
having a festival featuring our fleet of classic
boats. Becky and Jerry Caddell made the arrangements with the Chamber and the Marina.
About 350 people greeted us as we paraded
into the marina. They fed us lunch but then a
mini hurricane blew through for about 40 minutes. Boats are supposed to get wet, right?

After that storm, we had great boating conditions on the way back to Rock Lane – that is, most
of the way. Another pop-up good old Midwest
thunder storm stirred up white caps and chased
us into Coyotes Dockside Café for shelter and another snack time. Then on back to the host port.
Dick and Cara Moist once more fed us a
hearty meal of their homemade brick oven
bread and smoked brisket. That followed Carolynn Thompson’s tasty hors d’oeuvres.
Thus, continuing the theme of this annual
event of “cruisin’ ‘n eatin’, eatin’ n’ cruisin’.

Though we didn’t sit still for “display” very long
anywhere, the boat cards were printed with each
boat’s unique story. Look for those stories as they
appear in the “Members’ Boats” section of our
chapter’s website. www.heartland-classics.org
A short cruise on Sunday morning took us to
breakfast at the Chateau on the Lake, a beautiful
N
place to end the Cruisin’ Event.
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22 Annual
Antique and Classic Boat Festival
					 on Grand Lake
nd

L

ooking for a boating event in September?
Come to Grand Lake, Oklahoma for the 22nd
Annual Antique and Classic Boat Festival, Thursday, September 10 through Sunday, September
13, 2015.
Those who arrive Thursday, will meet for dinner
at Carlos Montez for great Mexican food and
welcoming old and new friends.
Friday we will cruise up the lake, around the tip
of Monkey Island to Tera Miranda. We will have
lunch at The Quarterdeck Cafe where we should
have a good view of Sailboat Bridge. Cruise on
your own after lunch or go back to Arrowhead
Yacht Club, our boat show venue.
Don't cruise too long, or you will miss the last
shrimp boil of the season at Waterway Cafe at
Harbors View Marina. It was so good last year,
we decided to do it again.
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Saturday morning, after your chrome is shiny
and your mahogany is glowing, join us for a buffet breakfast just across Duck Creek at Cherokee
Yacht Club. You can catch the new "water-trolly"
at the Arrowhead dock. After breakfast, it is
show time at Arrowhead.
Saturday evening we will have a social hour
followed by the banquet and presentation of
awards. This year our banquet will be held at
Cherokee Yacht Club.
Before you head for home on Sunday morning,
join us at Frosty and Edna's for breakfast and
goodbyes.
We look forward to boating with you in September,
Susan Miller and Darren Arnold, Show Chairmen
For registration forms, maps to venues and lodging suggestions, please visit our website
N
www.heartland-classics.org

THE #1 SOURCE ON GRAND LAKE
for Winches, Steel Cables and Wire Rope.

All the materials you need for dock maintenance!
Winches from 9,000 to 130,000lbs.
Wire Rope & Steel Cable from 9,000lbs. to 130,000lbs.
Wire Rope & Steel Cable from 1/4" to 3/4".
Hand & Power Tools • Electrical • Plumbing • Hardware • Lawn & Garden

411 W Ketchum Ave | Ketchum, OK 74349
Phone: 918-782-3251 | Fax: 918-782-3966
Email: info@JonesHardware.US
Shop Online: www.joneshardware.us
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40 TH ANNUAL MEETING
AND INTERNATIONAL BOAT SHOW
September 20 - 26, 2015
Madden's on Gull Lake | Brainerd, MN

T

he

Bob

Speltz

Land

O Lakes Chapter warmly

welcomes you to Minnesota for the
2015 ACBS International Meeting and Boat Show: Woods and

Water. We’ll celebrate the 40th
anniversary of ACBS, the 40th
annual ACBS gathering, and the

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
Pre-Show Events
Sunday, 9/20 ~ Welcome dinner at the Bar Harbor Supper Club
Monday, 9/21~ Cruise the Whitefish Chain of Lakes
Tuesday, 9/22 ~ Lake Alexander cruise
Wednesday, 9/23 ~ Gull Lake cruise
Thursday, 9/24 ~ ACBS Annual Meetings at Madden's Resort
		
Minnesota Lakes Maritime Museum tour

Boat Show Events

Boat Show. We’re looking forward

Friday, 9/25 ~ Boat show at the docks at Bar Harbor on Gull Lake
Scholarship Auction at the Anderson Classic Boats
Museum in Nisswa

to sharing unforgettable boating

Saturday, 9/26 ~ Boat show at the docks at Bar Harbor on Gull Lake

40th annual BSLOL Rendezvous

experiences in a stunning setting.
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NEWS FROM ACBS
By Kathy Parker

M

ost of you are getting emails
from the ACBS Executive Director to keep you up to date on what
is happening in other chapters and
your International organization. The
Society’s Board of Directors met in
June at Mystic Seaport, Connecticut to
“take care of business” as well as enjoy
the boat show and vendors’ market sponsored by WoodenBoat magazine. Tall Ships, classic ocean-going
yachts and vintage fishing vessels were part of the show as well
as a collection of historic seaport buildings arranged in a functioning village.
If you have a boat for sale (or are looking at those for sale)
look at the “Trading Dock” on the ACBS website and in the Rudder. Ads are really inexpensive (FREE for the first 30 words)
and now you can choose to pay a bit to have the ad displayed
through the ACBS Facebook page. ACBS will soon be revealing a
new website to supply information to the public about our hobby as well as serve our own membership. Each chapter will be
able to also display information about our unique chapter news.
It seems that much of the NEWs coming from ACBS is about
using modern media technology. But being with the group of
members in person, one realizes that the purpose of the organization is still all about the boats – preserving what is true and
valuable about classic boats, pleasurable boating, and the people
who enjoy the hobby.
The next event for ACBS is the Annual International Meeting and
Boat Show which will be at Gull Lake near Brainerd, Minnesota,
September 23 – 26, 2015. Several Heartland members are
planning on
Ngoing. Let Kathy Parker know if you can also join
us there.

PAINTS PLUS
1-800-472-4551

Autobody Shop Supplies
Boat Building & Refinishing Supplies
Industrial Abrasives, Paints & Equipment
The Reliable Single Source for All Your Finishing Needs

LITTLE ROCK
Boat Works
104 9th Ave. N.E.
Rice, MN 56367
320.393.3370
lrbw@jetup.net

Bob Blonstein, President

603 E. 4th Street, Stover, MO 65078
www.paintsplus.com
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Member Profile
ALEX AND LINDA BARRY
Neodesha, KS/ Grand Lake, OK

Born to be a Boater!
I

really don’t remember when I became
a “Boater”. Actually, I think I was probably born that way… I am guessing my
first boat ride was on Sebec Lake in central
Maine. And it was probably in the “Wooden Eagle”. This is a boat that my Grandfather built in the early 1900’s and that my
father restored in the late 40’s. It was an
open boat with a single “one lunger” engine with a cast iron flywheel. I remember
the muffler was bigger than the engine.
The boat, as I remember it growing up,
was one of the faster boats on the lake
and would top out at about 4 MPH. The
only boat on the lake that could overtake
it was a sail boat on a windy day. My family was originally from New England and
we vacationed there every summer from
Michigan. Unfortunately, the boat was destroyed in a boat house fire caused by a
lightning strike about a half century ago.
My first actual boat was a steel skiff with
a flat bottom. I had a 7.5hp Evinrude on
it. Unfortunately, the boat was welded
together in two pieces. Not lengthwise
but across the bottom from gunwale to
gunwale. When I ran it alone, it would
plane and hit the water right on the welded seam. Needless to say, that seam did
not last long. I called the boat the Leak
which was giving it some credit because
it should have been called the Sink………
Next was an MFG 14’ with a 1957 Johnson 18. MFG (Molded Fiberglass) was one
of the very early fiberglass boat builders.
Learned how to ski behind that boat and it
was great. I was actually raised in Michigan and lakes were abound so boating was
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easy as long as you had a car with a hitch
and a boat and car that would actually run.
My first real boat, in my opinion was a 14’
1960 GlasPar Lido with a used 1958 35
Johnson. Great boat. Was still in Michigan
and boated all over the state. One of my
family’s favorite vacations was to Beaver
Island in Lake Michigan. The ferry went
from Charlevoix. One summer in the early
60’s, I ran the boat ahead of the ferry to
Beaver from Charlevoix. Actually never
saw the ferry so I got really lucky that I did
not get stranded considering the engine
spun the flywheel while on Beaver Island.
Luckily, my family had brought the trailer
with them to Beaver so no problem….
This was during my high school days
and along with school, I worked at Nate’s Boat Shop in Ann Arbor part time.
Serviced engines and helped with whatever. We sold Boston Whaler, Homelite
Outboards, Johnson Outboards, and Alcort sail boats, Sunfish and the like. Also
sold Old Town Canoes which when received new were in a Burlap bag full of
straw and the canoe…. Those were the
days of wood. Beautiful workmanship.
Then the Navy and Submarine duty for
four years in the late 60’s. Spent a lot
of time underwater which many say explains a lot about me……….. I was in
the Polaris program for three years and
one year on an old WWII diesel sub. Quite
an experience. I was in Sonar and listened to other contacts, (Ships) and the
fish. Lots of noise out there underwater.

Moved to Sacramento, California in 70
and went to work at Capitol Marine as the
Service Manager for five years. Amongst
others, we sold Cobalt Boats and I met the
owner of Cobalt Boats, Pack St. Clair. One
thing led to another over a couple of years
and my family and I moved to Neodesha,
KS. with the plan of setting up and running a Customer Service Department for
Cobalt Boats, a totally unheard of thing in
those days at the boat manufacturing level. I have been with Cobalt ever since retiring to a part time level July 1st this year.
For the last 20 years with Cobalt, I have
been in the sales department with the title
of Western Regional Manager. Spent a lot
of time on airplanes traveling my territory. I don’t need to fly anymore………..
Five years ago, my wife and I purchased
a 1981 Bertram 28 flybridge from
an owner on Lake St. Clair in the De-

troit area. The boat had been used for
charter fishing and was pretty rough.
But it had never seen salt water in its
life and that was important to me.

We completely redid the boat and are continuing to do so. All new interior, gauges
top and bottom, and the list goes on and
on. It would actually be a shorter list to tell
you what hasn’t been replaced rather that
what has… We use the boat every weekend and it lives at Arrowhead Yacht Club
year around and we can golf cart to it from
our house on Grand Lake. The engines and
transmissions are tired but still run well.
They have almost 2000 hours on them..
(Good ol’ 350 Chevy’s and Velvet drives.)
In the last several years working with Cobalt, we found and purchased a 1968 Cobalt 18’ “Bubble Deck”. There were very
few of these models made and they were
made in Chanute, KS, the original home
for Cobalt for the first two years of the
company.
This boat was found in a field in Texas in
2008 by a Cobalt Dealer. That dealer contacted the CEO of Cobalt Boats to see if
he had interest in the “remains” because
there wasn't much other than a hull, deck,
and some hardware. No engine, drive system, interior, electrical systems, windshield.
The condition of the boat was questionable.
We purchased the boat for basically the
charges to get it back to the Cobalt factory
in Neodesha, KS. The serial number is long
gone so there are no records of where the
boat had spent its life up to 2008.

Structurally, the hull and deck of the boat
were/are in excellent condition which was a
surprise so the only structural change was
to the transom. All stern drive boats have
transoms about 2” thick and are normally
reinforced with plywood. Cobalt replaced
this area with a composite core, the same
as used in new boat production today.

The exterior gelcoat finish was beyond
repair. Therefore the original gelcoat was
replaced with new gelcoat in Red w/White
trim whereas originally, the boat was Dark
Green and White.
The original interior was made in Florida
by a company that is long since gone and
it was all white tuck and roll. The interior
in the boat now was made from scratch by
Cobalt in Neodesha using pictures of the
original boats.

The windshield was custom made by Cobalt, again matching pictures of the original boat.

The boat was originally powered with a
235hp Holman and Moody engine (351
Ford Windsor) and a 270 Volvo stern drive.
The boat was re-powered with a new MerCruiser 350 MAG with a Bravo One stern
drive. Additionally, electric trim tabs were
added due to the additional speed the boat
now is capable of in comparison to the
original power package. The original package was about a 50mph boat and it now
will top out in the upper 60's. (If you can
hang on!!!)
This boat is a driver requiring little upkeep. Very dependable so long trips are
no problem. The boat primarily lives on
Grand Lake of the Cherokees in Oklahoma
in the summer and in the Cobalt factory
showroom in Neodesha during the winter
months.
I joined ACBS two years ago and have enjoyed two events at Grand Lake and one
at Table Rock Lake this year. The Bertram
“Sleeper” has been in the Mahogany and
Chrome Boat Show twice and the Cobalt
Bubble Deck for the first time last summer. We also did the Classics Cruisin’ in the
Bubble Deck this June. Hope to have both
N
on display at Grand this September.
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LOSSES AND LESSONS: A HACKER CRAFT’S
NEAR MISS TEACHES SOME IMPORTANT LESSONS
Written by Jeff Peterson
Reprinted with permission by Hagerty
was 3-4 inches shy of being fully covered by water. They signaled
for help, and while the pier attendant called us, these young men
jumped aboard Steinway and began pumping her out while also
feverishly bailing water out of her third cockpit. By the time I arrived 10 minutes after receiving the call, the two already had most
of the water out of the boat, but she was still taking on water. I
quickly realized that the shaft seal had broken and the rubber hose
had slipped off the locking nut. Although the leak was minor, Steinway was taking on too much water too quickly for the pumps to
keep up. Her automatic bilge pump had turned on, but the battery
didn’t last long enough to stay ahead of the water intake.

Accidents happen. That’s why we work to ensure that our clients’
prized vessels are properly covered should disaster strike. In this
edition of the Hagerty Current, client Jeff Peterson asked to share
a story in his own words. The lessons should be self-explanatory.
Every year in August, I venture to Lake Tahoe for a couple of
weeks of boating (and the Lake Tahoe Concours d’Elegance) with
my wife, Linda; our son, Taylor; and our daughter, Brittain. Last
year we had our 1929 26-foot Dolphin Jr. Hacker Craft, named
Steinway. Not only is she an award-winner but she truly is an exceptional handling boat. Our two-week vacation on the lake was
coming to a close, and we set out early on our final morning across
the lake to Sand Harbor on the east shore of Lake Tahoe. We spent
the entire day with Steinway on the beach at Sand Harbor, and I
spent most of it fielding the countless questions from other beachgoers inquiring about her history.
Later in the afternoon we ventured back to the west shore to
spend time on the pier at Tahoe Tavern before our last dinner on
the lake. Our trip back was a bit bumpy as the winds kicked up, but
Steinway performed very well. I dropped off the girls at the pier,
and my son and I tied the boat to a buoy and covered her for the
evening. I normally open the hatch and check the engine compartment and surrounding areas, but upon reflection, I realize I failed
to do that this time.
Just as we sat down for dinner, Linda received a phone call from
the Tahoe Tavern Office informing us that Steinway was taking
on water and needed rescuing. Fortunately for us, a couple of
young men who were wakeboarding noticed that Steinway’s stern
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We immediately contacted Vessel Assist, which arrived some 45
minutes later. In the meantime, Tahoe City Marina placed Steinway
up on her slings for support. I was so thankful to the young men
who had worked so hard to save her that I gave them a reward
(and my son later snuck onto their boat and left a few cases of
local brew).

The next morning, we checked on Steinway, still in her slings and
now completely dry inside and out. Upon closer inspection, her
shaft seal had indeed come loose, but with a little muscle and a
screwdriver we were able to temporarily repair the problem. However, given how low she sat in the water, there was a strong chance
that her motor had taken on too much to start. We were able to
lower her back in the lake and get her on our trailer. Herb Hall and
his team at Sierra Boat worked on Steinway over the next couple
of days, going through the Kermath motor and all parts, checking
the fuel tank and replacing all the components in the stuffing box.
The following weekend, we put Steinway back in the water to
make sure all systems were running. While the systems worked
perfectly, we realized that the floor boards had floated up and
damaged the second and third cockpit varnished areas, leather and
flooring. All in all, however, we felt very lucky that Steinway didn’t
sink to the bottom of Lake Tahoe – all due to the kind assistance
of those young men.
In addition, our claims experience with Hagerty was smooth and
hassle-free. The attention that Hagerty exhibited to ensure that
Steinway was returned to her show level was unparalleled. My
compliments to Hagerty and to the company’s professional and
N
thoughtful team.

A classic boat
is a sanctuary
where every ride is a ritual
sunsets are more breathtaking
fireworks are more spectacular
and the breeze is more refreshing.
In a classic
you’re an explorer
with no painted lines to stay between.
Every route is the scenic route
and going nowhere is part of the plan.
Because no matter where you cruise

LIFE’S BETTER IN A CLASSIC.

877-922-3398 | HAGERTY.COM
Classic Car & Boat Insurance • Valuation Tools

We believe life’s better in a classic. That’s why we created a better
policy for classic boats 30 years ago, with Agreed Value coverage,
no fixed usage limits and claims handled by classic boat experts.
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S-62 E/East Shawnee Bypass in Muskogee (22 miles
Gibson/Tahlequah) from OK-351/Muskogee Turnpike

ARKANSAS RIVER ODYSSEY ~

Oklahoma.
omemiles
traveltowith
this fall on the beautiful
Arkansas
and go 52.9
theus
OK-351/Muskogee
Turnpike

C

River, departing from right outside of Muskogee, OK
and then
traveling
through
US-69. You
will turn
left 5todays
merge
ontosouthern
OK-351Oklahoma and
some
of
the
Arkansas
hill
country.
The
reloading
of boats
awnee Bypass in Muskogee. Take the US-62
E exit
on trailers
will East.
be in the Arkansas Delta country just beyond
Muskogee
Turnpike
where the Arkansas River joins the White River and a very
short 10 miles from where the White River joins the Mississippi River.
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Over the next few weeks (4 to 6 weeks), we will need to
start making reservations at the marinas, making hotel reservations, as well as managing the logistics to get the vehicles and trailers moved from our launch site to the pickup
site. The preference will be for all travelers to stay at the
same hotel. There are many options in most of the towns,
and if you have a preference (or a preference at a hotel NOT
to stay at), let us know and we will see if we can accommodate. We will make the reservations for the group.
So, for finalizing all travel plans and logistics, we will need
to have your commitment to the trip by Friday August 28th.
A HIGH LEVEL OVERVIEW IS AS FOLLOWS:
October 17th travel to launch site just outside of Muskogee
OK at Three Rivers Harbor where we will launch the boats
and slip them overnight and depart Sunday morning October
18th for a 5 day cruise down the Arkansas River.
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We will travel 382 miles and go through 15 locks, loading
the boats back onto our trailers on Thursday October 22nd.
M
The river
this time
year
is relatively
any size
16) Robert
Kerrat(Lock
15)of
and
W.D.
Mayo calm,
(Lockso14))
trailerable boat, from the smaller craft to larger one can
0.6MM.make
HC the
61 trip.
Box 308, Sallisaw, OK 74955 Phone:

hours are Tuesday thru Sunday, but they are flexible
ng the Marina
phone
number.
Order lunch
to be 1) Will you
We will need
to know
the following
information:
e, Sallisaw,
OK
74955
Phone:
(918)
775-5509)
Jimmy
be bringing a boat, and 2) if you are, can you accommodate
a public
ramp/dock
in Webbers
Fallsatoboat,
have
anylaunch
passengers?
3) If you
are not bringing
we will
d north make
of theevery
I-40effort
bridge.)
to match you with someone who has the
necessary space. 4) Also, if you will be spending any nights
aboard your boat, and therefore will not need hotel reservations, that information is also necessary.
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October 18th depart Three Rivers Harbor and travel 92
miles and through 3 locks, spending the night at Wildcat Marina in Van Buren Arkansas (alternate is Old Fort Marina).
October 19th depart Van Buren, AR and travel 92 miles and
through 2 locks, spending the night at Spadra Marina in
Clarksville, Arkansas.
October 20th depart Clarksville, AR and travel 77 miles and
through 3 locks stopping at Little Rock Yacht Club for the
night in Little Rock Arkansas.

~ OCTOBER 17 - 21, 2015
October 21st we will depart Little Rock Arkansas and travel
61 miles and through 3 locks, spending the night in Pine
Bluff Arkansas at Island Harbor Marina.
October 22nd is our final day of travel by water. We will
travel 61 miles and go through 4 locks on this day and load
the boats onto our trailers. Depending on the time of day,
some or all may choose to spend another night together and
then go our separate ways on Friday October 23rd.
COLORADO SNOW TO MISSISSIPPI MUD
Ride in your classic boat atop Rocky Mountain Snow. Well
okay, technically it will be melted snow. The 1,469 mile long
Arkansas River begins as snowmelt from the Mosquito and
Sawatch mountain ranges in the Leadville, Colorado area of
the Rockies. It cuts its way through Colorado, Kansas, Oklahoma and Arkansas before joining the Mississippi River near
Napoleon, Arkansas.
As a participant on the first ever Heartland Classics Arkansas
River Odyssey--- which will include five days on the water,
cover 382 miles and transit 15 locks--- you will, in fact, be
riding on melted Rocky Mountain snow.
The river had never been stable or deep enough for reliable river transportation. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
changed all of that last century. Construction began in 1963
on the 445 mile long McClellan-Kerr Arkansas River Navigation System and its 18 locks and dams. $1.3 billion federal
tax dollars and eight years later you could (and still can)
travel from the Mississippi River to Tulsa’s Catoosa port, one
of America’s northern most inland freeze-free ports.

ARKANSAS RIVER FUN FACTS
* In the western states it is pronounced “ar-KANSAS River”.
In Oklahoma, Arkansas and other locations it is more often

pronounced “AR-ken-saw” River” like the state that holds its
last miles.
*The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers maintains a minimum
of nine feet depth and a minimum 250 foot width in the
channel.
*It was the largest civil works project in the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers history at the time of its completion in 1971.
*It is the sixth longest river in the United States and 45th
longest in the world.
*For a period in the 1800’s a portion of it served as the
border between the United States and Mexico.
*There is no charge to “lock-through” the 18 locks on U.S.
Army Corps maintained waterway.
*Turn south when you meet the Mississippi River and 600
miles later you will enter the Gulf of Mexico. From there
you have access to the seaports of the world.
*From the starting point of the Heartland’s trip you will soon
enter the picturesque valley splitting the Boston Mountains
to your port side and the Quachita Mountains to starboard.
At Little Rock you enter the flatter delta region heading for
the Mississippi.
ORIGIN OF A JOURNEY
*Although this is the Heartland Classics Chapter’s first organized multiple boats and extended cruise on the Arkansas
River, it is not the first event the chapter has held on the
river. Paul Hastings has twice taken members on a cruise in
the Little Rock section of the river on his Chris-Craft cruiser,
Chief.
*Chapter member Bob Kanak tested interest in such a trip
almost ten years ago. Chapter Vice-president Mike Yancey
revived interest earlier this year. Club member Paul Hastings, as an experienced professional captain operating on
the river, has servedNas invaluable and wise counsel in the
planning of the trip.

Detailed information will be sent out to those who express interest.
Please let Mike Yancey know if you are interested in joining us. He can be reached
at (918) 409-7801 or by email at mya4764652@aol.com
Arkansas River Odyssey Committee
Mike Yancey and John Thompson
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Heartland Classics
History of the Club

It all started with Larry & Jan Hinton in 1994. Larry and Jan
had been married, raised a family, and owned several boats,
even a couple of wooden Chris Craft. They attended several boat
shows in Texas, Kansas, and Missouri and met owners of other
classic wooden boats, even some from Oklahoma. During conversations with these new friends, more boat owners were identified. Since there was no known organization in the Oklahoma
area for wooden boats, these friends would only bump into each
other at events in other states. Two things soon became apparent. Wooden boaters shared a common passion, and all seemed
to be bonded with a love for not only old boats, but a genuine
brotherhood for others afflicted with the same condition. Larry
kept the names and addresses of these new friends in a little
black book along with the type of boat owned and a few notes
regarding each contact.
It was on a cold evening in January, 1994, sitting in front of
the fireplace when the phone rang at the Hinton’s house. It was
a lady from the Lake Tenkiller area. She and her husband had a
Chris Craft which they had restored. She had gotten the Hinton’s
phone number from another wooden boater and was told that
Larry and Jan might know several others with boats. She also
expressed that if there was any interest in organizing a get-
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together, she would be willing to help out. After a nice conversation, Larry thanked her and promised to keep in touch if such
an event were ever to happen. That phone call seemed to be the
spark which ignited the initial organization that would eventually become our club. With the resources Larry had in his little
black book, he made contact with and got the support of some
10 individuals who agreed to help organize some meetings and
make plans for a newsletter and an eventual boat show. Some
of these names were Ayers, Diehl, Frechette, Hastings, Harvey,
Linsenmeyer, Monkres, Spinharney, Thompson, Whitfill, names
you may be familiar with. These were the dedicated men and
women who laid the framework for the new club.
The Classic Boat Club of Oklahoma was born. Its first boat show
was held in July of that year at Lake Thunderbird in Norman,
Oklahoma. On a clear but hot Saturday, boats from all over
Oklahoma, from Altus to Tulsa joined a visiting caravan of 6
boats from the Dallas area and as far away as Arkansas to put
on the first ever Classic Boat Show. Barbecue on paper plates
was served outdoors that evening and many new friendships
were made, many which are in fact still strong today.
Larry assumed duties as first president but the real worker who
acted as secretary and newsletter editor for the first 9 years
was Jan. Larry often said that both in the family as well as the
club, he was the head, but Jan was the neck, keeping the head
focused in the right direction and nodding the head either yes
or no at the appropriate times! It is Jan who deserves the lion’s
share of the credit for success of the new club.

After two years, the club found a new home for the annual boat
show at Oklahoma’s Grand Lake of the Cherokees. Joe Harwood
opened his facility to the club and has been our gracious host for
many years. A few years later, The Classic Boat Club of Oklahoma,
which had by this time grown to include families from the surrounding states of Kansas, Missouri, Arkansas, and North Texas,
and doubled in size several times, affiliated with the Antique and
Classic Boat Society (ACBS) to form the new HeartlandN
Classics
Chapter. I guess you could say ..….the rest is history.

Larry & Jan's collection of t-shirt logos from a variety of
boat shows over the years, both The Classic Boat Club of Oklahoma & Heartland Classics.

Some think of restoring boats
as restoring runabouts. At
Howard Classic Boats we restore and work on cruisers
as well as runabouts and
utilities. We also restore steel
and aluminum Chris Craft
Cruisers from 31' to 42'
Our number one commitment
is to preserve and advance
the enjoyment of Antique and
Classic Boats.
We are now in our new facility, with 6,000 square feet
of space to better serve you.
We invite you to come by for
a tour.

Restoration
• from the keel up including wood or steel replacement, finish, engine, wiring and mechanical items.
Single Item
• Refinish, 5200 Bottom job, hull paint or varnish,
engine, electrical and mechanical

Minor to Major Repairs and General Services
250' of covered docks used for boats waiting to go
to the shop, service that can be accomplished in
the water and visitors to the shop.

Contact Howard Classic Boats
Facility: 35602 S. 4467 Rd., Vinita, OK 74301
Telephone: 918-782-1855, 918-693-1855
Fax: 918-782-9026

Visit our new website: www.howardclassicboats.com
Email: bhoward918@allegiance.tv
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In Memoriam

P

eggy Cutler lived a life
full of friends and adventures. Everyone who met her
enjoyed her happy, gracious
spirit. Peggy died on June 6,
2015 in Denison, Texas

Bob and Peggy joined Heartland Classics in 2009. She
always came with Bob to the
workshop in February, the
Mahogany & Chrome Boat
Show at Grand Lake, and they
often participated in the Hot Springs event with their 1967
Century Resorter named “Moon Pie”.
Bob and Peggy were married for 50 years and during that
time she had enjoyed camping, motorcycle riding, square
dancing, and a community of weekend boat dwellers on
Lake Texoma near their home in Denison, TX. Peggy was
also an artist with her quilting skills. She loved growing
flowers. And we know she loved their dogs, the latest one
being Emma who traveled with them in their little RV.
News has also come of the death on June 22, 2015 of
Heartland member, John Kerr. John, a professional engineer, was born in Alexandria, Scotland which is a little town
south of Loch Lomond. He came to the USA with his family
when he was 14. He also served time with the US Army.
John and Marion joined Heartland Classics in 2010 when
they brought their big blue Brion Rieff built 24’ skiff to
Table Rock Lake for Cruisin’ Weekend.

Pictured with John is “Chuck” who was his constant companion. (written by Bruce Hurst)
John was an avid sailor and a great competitor. He was
elected Commodore of Windycrest Sailing Club in 1971.
John loved his boats. He has restored and built several over
the years, most recently he brought a 1957 16 ½’ Lyman
runabout back to pristine condition. He named it “Road
Rash” as it had been in an accident.
John and Marion built their underground geothermal house
on the shores of Lake Keystone near Sand
N Springs, Oklahoma. This house would stop a tornado.
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Whether you come to be part of the action or just need to get away from it all, Bass Pro Shops’
Big Cedar Lodge is perfect for your next family vacation or romantic getaway. Explore the beautiful
Ozarks by renting a boat from our Marina, treating yourself to a carriage ride at Cedar Mountain Stables,
or enjoying a refreshing walk on our paved Hiking Path. Then indulge yourself at the spa or one of our
outstanding restaurants before you unwind in your own luxurious, private log cabin or lodge room.

Nine miles south of Branson
1-800-BCLODGE (1-800-225-6343)
www.bigcedar.com
MC0311
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YESTERDAY’S PHILIPPINE MAHOGANY
IS TODAY’S MERANTI
Written by Shannon Rogers on January 20, 2015
Meranti is actually a better exterior grade species than the original “Philippine Mahogany” ever was. The Philippine Mahogany that was made so
famous by the classic Chris Craft boats of last century was actually not terribly rot resistant, and the bugs loved the stuff. It was only with substantial
top coating and additional work that the material became durable enough
for marine applications.
The Meranti that is sold under the Philippine Mahogany trade name today is a species that boat builders have long been using in wooden boat
construction. Moreover, it is the species used in some high quality marine
grade plywood. In other words, it is an excellent exterior grade product.

C

hris Craft Philippine Mahogany boat

Philippine Mahogany is synonymous with boat building, thanks to the iconic Chris Craft boats from the 1930-60s. So when asked if the species will
be good for exterior projects, we answer with a strong yes. Boat building
tests wood in a way that nothing else will, so if a particular wood is good
enough for that, then trim, windows, or siding have nothing to fear.
Times have changed, however, and the iconic wooden boats of yore are
no longer made with the same Philippine Mahogany. It’s not available any
more, and the fact is that the Philippine Mahogany available today is actually a different species that not only is more sustainably managed but actually a better exterior grade lumber.

Generally, when we hear that our boat building customers like a particular
type of wood, we know that our home building customers have nothing
to worry about when it comes to durability and weather resistance. Let’s
face it, there isn’t another application other than boats where wood gets
tested more violently.
Meranti, in a lot of ways, is similar to Genuine Mahogany. The density and
grain structure are similar with a nice homogenous feel that allows it to
be milled easily and hold details really well. Plus, it is much lighter than the
African exterior wood options like Sapele, Utile, and African Mahogany.
Pricewise, Meranti will vary, but it is either equal to or sometimes cheaper
than Sapele or Utile. Many of you will have some firsthand experience with
one of these other exterior species, so looking at the numbers is a good
N
way to compare how Meranti will perform.

Many of the species of wood we use today go by trade names that not only
are no longer valid but are downright misleading. Philippine Mahogany
is probably one of the worst culprits. It is not even close to being a Mahogany, botanically speaking, and it comes from an entirely different part
of the world (Southeast Asia).
The actual species (commonly known as Lauan, Shorea polysperma) that
made it famous is no longer available due to unsustainable forestry practices. Today, Philippine Mahogany can actually be several species, but “the
good stuff” is usually one of a few species from the Shorea genus commonly known as Meranti. You may also hear the name Nemesu or Red
Seraya. All of these fall under what could be called the “Meranti group” of
the Shorea genus.
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Reprinted with permission by Shannon Rogers

Huge Fall Color Meet
Antique Outboard Motor Show
at the Ozarks Auto Show

Saturday - October 3, 2015
134 Industrial Park Dr. Hollister, Missouri
MANY EXCITING EVENTS INCLUDING:
• Free Table – Parts, motors and literature No Charge
• Door Prize – A restored Martin 60
• Auction – One hour auction to finish
the day at 1:30PM
• Seminars on: Magnetizing flywheels and
a short history lesson on outboard motors.
• Large display of motors and parts for sale and trade
• More antique motors than you will

ever see in one place again!

Bring the family and enjoy the shows and
attractions on the Branson Strip
Co-Sponsored by:
Mid-America Prop Spinners, Twin Rivers Chapter AOMCI and The Ozarks Auto Show
Contacts:
Mark Trimble
Trimblem@tri-lakes.net
417-334-2720

Jerry Ahrens
Ahrensmarineservices@gmail.com
573-286-1769

Joe Roth
PJRoth@madisontelco.com
618-655-0747
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Trading Dock
Trading Dock Policy: Ads placed in the magazine and on-line will be billed at the rate of $15.00 for members and $30.00 for nonmembers. This is a per issue charge and ads will continue to run in the magazine and on-line until you cancel or of course you sell
your boat or item. We kindly ask you to inform us once your boat or item has sold so we can keep The Trading Dock ads current.

Find more deals online:

To place an ad in the Trading Dock send photos and ad copy
to Forrest at forrestdbryant@gmail.com
or Kelli at kellig02@yahoo.com

www.heartland-classics.org/trading-dock/

1955 Chris-Craft Commander 42’

1947 Garwood Deluxe Runabout 19.5’

2005 ACBS Best of Class Preserved Cruiser—Lake of the Ozarks
Original Chrysler Hemi motors
Recent “down to the wood” refresh sides and bottom
Sides look like fiberglass/Epoxy bottom
New Stainless shafts with dripless packing
Excellent Condition

2012 ACBS Best of Class Preserved Runabout—Table Rock Lake
2005 ACBS Best of Class Preserved Runabout—Lake of the Ozarks
Chrysler Crown M7-- recent refresh
Pristine Condition

Asking

Asking
$135,000

$105,000

Contact Alan Downey
eaddae1@hotmail.com
573-434-4434 cell

David Watts has relocated and is offering these

Contact Alan Downey
eaddae1@hotmail.com
573-434-4434 cell

restoration projects at bargain prices.

1959 or 60
24’ Chris Craft Sportsman
with trailer
$800

1959 30’ Chris Craft Sea Skiff
open boat, twin 283’s, custom long deck
$6,000
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1940 Chris Craft Sportsman
pre-war desirable blue guages

Sold with Restoration Only
$25,000
Contact Dave Watts | 320-393-3370

The Trading Dock is not just for boats!
If you have other classic boat items available for sale The Trading Dock is a great way
to share those items with your fellow club members.
Contact Forrest Bryant for advertising details at 816.896.1818 or email photos to forrestdbryant@gmail.com

John Kerr’s 1957 16 1/2 ft. Lyman Runabout
This boat was stripped of paint & varnish inside & out, all the fasteners
re cinched.
At least 2 coats of CPES were applied inside & out before painting
the outside hull & varnishing the inside.
The deck was replaced with Ribbon Striped Mahogany Plywood
and the windshield was rebuilt to the original dimensions,
using 4 quarter Sapele.
It comes with the original 35 hp. Gale outboard engine which was
rebuilt & runs like a champ, also original is the TeeNee trailer which
was bead blasted & repainted. It has a Full storage cover.
John wrote a Manual for the boat including where & what he
purchased for it, a complete wiring diagram & dimensions
of everything in the boat.
The boat is absolutely better than new.

Asking $8,500 OBO
Contact: Bruce Hurst

918-245-1631

2013 29' Coronado Sport Cruiser

1959 Glascraft Outboard Boat

Hand crafted wooden boat
powered by two Mercury Optimax 150 hp.
Bow bunk, galley, and Raritan head.
Primarily used on Table Rock Lake, Navajo Lake, Puget Sound,
and Columbia River.

Fiberglass with those GIANT 50's tail fins!
Rare model
Needs restoration

Asking $250,000
Contact: Charles Ranck
charlesranck@gmail.com
580-334-6372

Asking $995.00
Contact: Clay Thompson
robinsonboat@yahoo.com | 580-471-5665
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Heartland Classics Chapter
9029 NE Sam Ray Rd.
Kansas City, MO 64156
www.heartland-classics.org
heartland-classics@hotmail.com

Heartland Classics Online Videos

H

eartland Classics members on
their recent cruises on Bull Shoals,
Table Rock and Lake Hamilton. Videos
can be seen on the Heartland website
www.heartlandclassics.org
Video photography courtsey of
Forrest Bryant with production
by Blue Wall Design.

Explore Tulsa showcases the people,
places, and attractions that make Tulsa
a unique place to live,
work, and play. They
recently showcased Brent Howard and Howard
Classic Boats. View his story on www.howardclassicboats.com

Watkins Lithographic, established in 1978, is a high end
commercial printer that specializes in excellent quality
litho printing and large format display graphics.
Our equipment is the latest innovative technology, allowing us to deliver the finest quality at cost effective
prices. Our team of experienced professionals are dedicated to delivering uncompromised customer service
and satisfaction.
Call us for your next print project and find out for yourself
how much better it can be... “The Watkins Difference”

133 W 10th Ave | North Kansas City, Missouri
816.842.3667 | www.watkinslitho.com

Printer of Award Winning
Mahogany and Chrome
Watkins has been the printer for Mahogany and
Chrome since I became the editor back in 2010.
They deliver excellent print quality and customer
service at competitive prices. I would highly
recommend them for your next printing project.
Forrest D. Bryant
Editor, Mahogany and Chrome

